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University College Utrecht
Liberal Arts and Sciences Mission and Vision Statement

OUR PURPOSE University College Utrecht is an academic community committed to a Liberal Arts and
Sciences (LAS) education. The University College Utrecht approach to undergraduate education draws
inspiration from the ancient liberal arts ideal, characterized by the Aristotelian notion of learning as
liberation, freeing us to apply ourselves to a purpose greater than ourselves. UCU offers an open
curriculum and an international community, giving students the opportunity to discover the world. In this,
UCU is committed to contributing to a ‘better world'. The education offered at UCU is intended not only to
enable personal growth and professional advancement, but also to prepare our students to fulfil their role
as citizens, enabling them to serve society in a range of different roles.

WHO WE ARE University College Utrecht is an international community of students and staff who are lovers
of learning and passionate in their curiosity. Students and staff come from a multitude of countries and are
interested in many fields of knowledge. All share their discoveries with one another, raising important
questions while attempting new solutions to old problems. Our programme challenges students to commit
to their own learning, and to invest in developing their individual intellectual abilities and interests to the
fullest. Students learn to express themselves thoughtfully, both in speech and in writing. They learn to read
carefully and listen attentively to each other. Sharply developed thinking skills go hand-in-hand with critical
self-reflection and understanding the positions of others. Perspective-taking is aided by the diversity of
disciplines and (international) backgrounds of both students and staff.

HOW DO WE DO IT UCU's Liberal Arts and Sciences education is built on three pillars. First, it invites
students to a largely open curriculum that allows each student to craft their own unique combination of
courses and disciplinary specialisations across the full range of academic fields - including the humanities,
the sciences and the social sciences. Disciplinary offerings are complemented by multi- and interdisciplinary
courses notable for their creativity and their engagement with significant challenges our societies face
today. Coping with challenges like pandemics, climate change, mental health, and the impact of new
technologies such as generative Al require collective responses that reach across disciplinary boundaries
and national borders. Our students study together in our international classrooms where the small size of
on average 20 students allows for interactive education. The diversity of disciplinary and cultural
perspectives brought to the classroom by students and staff at our international college elevates the
discussion and level of learning that coping with these challenges require. The ‘open curriculum’is
supported by a dedicated group of tutors, who guide students through the curriculum and are deeply
committed to mentoring young individuals undergoing what will be some of the most dynamic years in
their lives.

The second distinguishing characteristic of UCU is that it is a cohesive residential college in which
students live on campus next to, and sometimes even in, the buildings where their classes are held. Living
together as a community is an integral and necessary component of UCU’s educational philosophy. The
existence of a social community (rather than just a ‘student body’) enables students to truly learn together
and engage with each other’s perspectives. UCU likewise functions as a community for its faculty and staff
members, who engage with the students and with each other in pedagogical and organisational contexts.
As our campus community is a crucial element of our education, housing is guaranteed for all students; the
available housing limits the maximum number of students on campus to around 750; this keeps the
community small and fosters interaction and connection.

Third, UCU is an international community, with students from scores of countries, an enviable and
extensive exchange programme and internationally oriented faculty and staff. Small-scale interactive
international classrooms ensure that students absorb knowledge by examining issues from different
perspectives and cultural backgrounds. Multicultural and multilingual housing units foster language



awareness, intercultural communication and cooperation, and engagement with multiple forms of diversity.
At the same time, students’ academic projects, off-campus studies, work, sports, volunteer and leisure
activities extend well beyond the campus into the city of Utrecht. In this fashion, both global and local
awareness are fundamental to the culture of UCU. Our community allows our students to develop the
intercultural communicative competence and skills and international knowledge needed to succeed in
today’s world.



