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Collection 

The collection Celtic languages and culture (LBKEL) contains works about all 

Celtic languages and literatures: Irish Gaelic, Scottish Gaelic, Manx (Gaelic of the 

Isle of Man), Welsh, Breton and Cornish. The most important sections, however, 

are the books in and about the two main Celtic languages, Irish and Welsh. 

The Library also has a number of periodicals in subscription relevant to the study 

of the Celtic languages and culture. 

 

The collection is first of all divided according to the Celtic languages by means of 

a language code in the call number. Thus, Irish has numbers LBKEL 18.67 ier, 

Welsh LBKEL 18.67 wel etc. Within the different language sections, the same 

divisions are used. 

The first division is linguistics and literature taken together (18.67 language 

00…), containing particularly dictionaries. Next comes linguistics (18.67 language 

01 through 60), containing historical linguistics, dialectology and grammars, to 

mention a few. The next division is literature (18.67 language 70 through 88). 

Within Irish and Welsh literature the focus is on medieval texts and studies 

dealing with these texts. There is also a substantial amount of material on folk 

literature, particularly for Ireland. 

 

Detailed information can be found under Systematic arrangement (p. 3). 

 

Outside the collection LBKEL there is also quite some material relevant to the 
study of Celtic languages and culture. 

 

In the History collection (LBGES): archaeology, history of the Celts and Ireland, 

chronicles and historical sources (charters, legal texts).  

In the collection Documentary Information (LBDOC): catalogues of manuscripts, 

studies on Irish and English paleography and book illumination, editions of insular 

manuscripts. 

In the collection Theology and religious studies (LBREL): studies about Celtic 

religions and about religion in Ireland (Saint Patrick).  

In the Art history collection (LBKUN): the art of Ireland and Wales. 

  

Medieval insular manuscripts are available in facsimile, on microfilm or via the 

Internet. 

A list of available manuscripts can be found via IMMURGU, a project of the 

department of Celtic languages and culture. 
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Systematic arrangement 
 

Examples of call numbers: 

 

LBKEL: 18.67 ier 15.05 *1975st 

 (Thesaurus Palaeohibernicus : a collection of Old-Irish 

glosses, scholia, prose and vers / ed. By Whitley 

Stokes and John Strachan, 1975) 

 

18.67 Celtic languages 

ier  language: Irish 

15  historical linguistics and grammars 

05  handbooks and reference works: concordances 

*1975st publication year plus first letter of editor’s surname and first letter 

of the title of the book 

 

 

LBKEL: 18.67 ier 85.20 *2006kc 

(The Cambridge history of Irish literature / ed. By Margaret Kelleher and Philip 

O’Leary, 2006) 

 

18.67 Celtic languages 

ier  language: Irish 

85  literary history 

20  studies 

*2006kc publication year plus first letter of editor’s surname and first letter 

of the title of the book 
 

LBKEL: 18.67 wel 87.ri wilw.s *1975nw 

(Nicholas, James: Waldo Williams, 1975)    

 

18.67 Celtic languages 

wel  language: Welsh 

87  literature by period 

ri  period 1900-2000 

wilw first three letters of writer’s surname, followed by first letter of 

christian name  

s  secondary work 

*1975nw publication year plus first letter of author’s surname and first letter 

of the title of the book 
 

 

The systematic arrangement consists of a main division 18.67 (Celtic languages), 

subdivisions and a table for handbooks and reference works. See page 14. 

Within each section, the books are placed in order of publication year. 
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Main division 

18.67 Celtic languages 

 

Arranged by language. Each language has three sections: Linguistics and 

literature, Linguistics, and Literature.   

 

Abbreviations of the languages: aaa Publications on several languages  

 bre Breton 

 cor Cornish 

 gae Gaelic (Scottish) 

 gal Gaelic 

 ier Irish 

 man Manx 

 wel Welsh 

 

 

18.67 [language]  Linguistics and literature 

 for subdivision see page 6 

  

18.67 [language] Linguistics 

 

 01 Linguistics: general 

 15 Historical linguistics and grammars 

 16 Etymology 
 18 Linguistic geography 

 20 Sociolinguïstics 

 22 Orthography, punctuation 

 23 Language politics, language planning 

 31 Language acquisition 

 42 Language competence 

 43 Second language acquisition 

 45 Translation studies 

 50 Grammar 

 52 Syntax 

 53 Phonetics 

 54 Phonology 

 55 Morphology 

 56 Semantics 

 57 Onomastics and toponymy 

 60 Lexicology, lexicography 

 

For further subdivision see page 7 
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18.67 [language]  Literature 

 

 70 Literature 

 71 Theory and history of literature 

 78 Literary language and structure 

 79 Text history, textual criticism 

 80 Literary genres 

 82 Literature for and by groups 

 83 Literary themes, literary motives 

 84 Translating 

 85 Literary history 

 87 Literature by period 

 88 Anthologies general 

 

For further subdivision see page 11 

  

 

 

Apart from Celtic linguistics and literature you may find some other subject areas 

in the collection LBKEL. 

  

Following 18.67 (Celtic languages): 

 

30.xx Exact sciences in general 

31.xx Mathematics 

42.xx Biology 

44.xx Medicine 

46.xx Veterinary medicine 
48.xx Agricultural science 

49.xx Domestic science 

50.xx Technical science in general 

54.xx Computer science 

70.xx Social sciences in general 

71.xx Sociology 

74.xx (Human) geography, cartography, town and country planning, 

demography 

76.xx Recreation, leisure 

83.xx Economics 

85.xx Business administration, organizational science 

86.xx Law 

88.xx Social and public administration 
89.xx Political science 
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Celtic linguistics and literature: 18.67 [language] 
  

00.00 – 00.18 handbooks and reference works 

00.02  monolingual dictionaries (division, see below) 

00.03  bilingual or multilingual dictionaries 

00.20 studies: general 

00.21 history of linguistics and literature 

00.22  persons (in alphabetical order) 

 here: scholars and biographies of philologers 

00.23 education: general 
00.24 Didactics 

 here: publications on the didactics of linguistics and literature 

00.25 Philology 

00.26 Profession 

00.27 Organizations 

 here: philological institutions 

 

 
Monolingual dictionaries in the section linguistics and literature (18.67 

language 00.02): 

 
a    general  

 when applicable by period: 

a.ma   500 – 1500  

a.nf 1600 – 1700 

a.ni 1700 – 1800  

b    Etymology 

e    other  
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Celtic linguistics: 18.67 [language]  

01 linguistics: general 
  

01.00 – 01.18 handbooks and reference works 

01.20 studies: general 

01.21  persons (in alphabetical order) 

 here: scholars 

01.22 Education 

01.23 Profession 

01.24 Organizations 

  

 

15 Historical linguistics and grammars 
  

15.00 – 15.18 handbooks and reference works 

15.20  studies: general 

15.20.kg    800 BC – 500 AD 

15.20.ma    500  - 1500  

15.20.nb  1500 – 1800 

15.20.nc  1500 – 1600 

15.20.nf  1600 – 1700 

15.20.ni  1700 – 1800 

15.20.rb  1800 – 1900 

15.20.ri  1900 – 2000  

15.21 historical grammars (subdivided in periods,  

like 15.20)  

15.22 phonetics and phonology 

15.23 morphology 

15.24 syntax 
15.25 semantics, lexicon 

15.99 other individual subjects 

 

 

16 Etymology 
  

16.00 – 16.18 handbooks and reference works 

16.20 Studies 

 

 

18 Linguistic geography 
  

18.00 – 18.18 handbooks and reference works 

18.20 studies: general 

18.21 individual dialects in the home land 

18.22 use of the language outside the home land 

 

 

20 Sociolinguistics 
  

Here: interaction in conversation 

  

20.00 – 20.18 handbooks and reference works 

20.20 studies 



Collection LBKEL: Celtic linguistics and literature 

p. 8 / 14 

  

Celtic linguistics: 18.67 [language] 
  

 22 Orthography, punctuation 
  

22.00 – 22.18 handbooks and reference works 

22.20 Studies 

 

   

23 Language politics, language planning 
  

23.00 – 23.18 handbooks and reference works 
23.20 Studies 

 

 

31 Language acquisition 
  

31.00 – 31.18 handbooks and reference works 

31.20 Studies 

 

 

42 Language competence 
  
42.00 – 42.18 handbooks and reference works 

42.20 Studies 

 

 

43 Second language acquisition 
  

43.00 – 43.18 handbooks and reference works 

43.20 studies: general 

43.21 second language acquisition 

43.22 second language learning (in education) 

43.23 other individual subjects 

 

   

45 Translation studies 
  

For literary translating: see: Celtic literature, translating (18.67 language 84) 

  

45.00 – 45.18 handbooks and reference works 

45.20 Studies 

 

 

50 Grammar 
  

50.00 – 50.18 handbooks and reference works 

50.20 studies: general 

50.21 descriptive grammars 

50.99 other individual subjects 
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Celtic linguistics: 18.67 [language] 
 

52 Syntax 
  

52.00 – 52.18 handbooks and reference works 

52.20 studies: general 

52.21 specific types of sentences and constructions  

here: interrogative sentences, subordinate clauses, 

coordination 

52.22 word classes, syntactic categories 

52.23 word order 

52.99 other individual subjects 

 

 

53 Phonetics  
  

53.00 – 53.18 handbooks and reference works 

53.20 Studies 

 

 

54 Phonology 
  

54.00 – 54.18 handbooks and reference works 

54.20 studies: general 

54.21 pregenerative 

54.22 Generative 

54.23 Descriptive 

54.99 other individual subjects 

  

 

55 Morphology  
  

55.00 – 55.18 handbooks and reference works 

55.20 studies: general 
55.21 word formation 

55.22 Flexion 

55.99 other individual subjects 

 

 

56 Semantics  
  

56.00 – 56.18 handbooks and reference works 

56.20 studies: general 

56.21 formal approach 

56.22 generative approach 

56.23 Structuralist approach 

56.24 functional-cognitive approach 

56.25 lexical semantics 

56.26 idioms and phraseology 

56.27 Proverbs 

56.99 other individual subjects 
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Celtic linguistics: 18.67 [language] 
 

57 Onomastics and toponymy 
  

57.00 – 57.18 handbooks and reference works 

57.20 Studies 

 

 

 

60 Lexicology and lexicography 
  

60.00 – 60.18 handbooks and reference works 
60.20 studies: general 

60.21 dictionaries as subject 

60.22 Terminology 

60.99 other individual subjects 
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Celtic literature: 18.67 [language]  

70 Literature 
  

70.00 – 70.18 handbooks and reference works 

70.20 Studies 

 

 

71 Theory and history of literature 
  

71.00 – 71.18 handbooks and reference works 

71.20 studies: general 

71.21  persons 

here: scholars and biographies of men and women of 

letters 

71.22 Education 

71.23 Profession 

71.24 organizations  

here: publications about literary institutions 

 

 

78 Literary language and structure 
  

Here: allegory, image, irony, metaphor, rhetoric, style, symbol. 

  

78.00 – 78.18 handbooks and reference works 

78.20 studies: general 

78.21 stylistics: general  
here: style, literary techniques 

78.22 Narratology 

78.23 poetics 

here: prosody, metre, rhythm, rhyme, alliteration, 

assonance, etc. 

78.24 rhetoric 

here: irony, parody etc. 

78.25 imagery 

here: symbol, metaphor, metonymy, index etc. 

78.99 other individual subjects 

 

 

79 Text history, textual criticism 
  

Here: editing techniques 

  

79.00 – 79.18 handbooks and reference works 

79.20 Studies 



Collection LBKEL: Celtic linguistics and literature 

p. 12 / 14 

  

Celtic literature: 18.67 [language] 
 

80 Literary genres 
  

80.00 – 80.18 handbooks and reference works 

80.20 studies: general 

here: literary criticism 

80.21 Poetry 

80.25 Drama 

80.30 Fiction 

80.35 non-fiction 

80.36 Fables 

80.37 Arthurian novel 

80.38 Arthurian novel 

80.39 didactic literature 

80.40 literary journals 

80.41 literary relations 

80.42 orality and written culture 

80.51 collective manuscripts 
80.52 Anthologies 

80.99 other individual subjects 

 

 

82 Literature for and by groups 
  

82.00 – 82.18 handbooks and reference works 

82.20 studies: general 

82.21 juvenile literature 

82.22 folk literature 

 

 

83 Literary themes, literary motives 
  

83.00 – 83.18 handbooks and reference works 

83.60 studies: general 

83.61 persons 

here: historical, biblical, mythical and literary characters 

83.62 groups of persons 

here: man, woman, group experience (such as nation) 

83.63 aspects of the human 

here: love, dream, loneliness, sexuality, ego 

83.64 nature and surroundings 
here: animal, time, space, landscape, city, travels 

83.65 the suprahuman 

here: religion, magic, the fantastic 

83.66 society, economy  

here: law, crime, commerce 

83.99 other individual subjects 

 

 

84 Translating 
  

84.00 – 84.18 handbooks and reference works 

84.20 Studies 
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Celtic literature: 18.67 [language] 
 

85 Literary history 
  

85.00 – 85.18 handbooks and reference works 

85.20 studies 

 

 

87 Literature by period 
  

87.ma   500 – 1500 
87.nb 1500 – 1800 

87.nc 1500 – 1600 

87.nf 1600 – 1700 

87.ni 1700 – 1800 

87.ra 1800 – the present 

87.rb 1800 – 1900 

87.ri 1900 – 2000 

87.tb 2000 – 2100 

  

Periods may contain the following sections: 

  

00 – 18 handbooks and reference works 

20 studies: general 

here: literary criticism 

21 poetry 

25 drama 

30 fiction 

35 non-fiction 

36 fables 

37 Arthurian novel 

38 religious literature 

39 didactic literature 

40 literary journals 

41 literary relations 

42 orality and written culture 

51 collective manuscripts 

52 anthologies 

60 themes and motives 

99 other individual subjects 

  

The period studies are followed by texts by and studies about individual authors. 

Arranged by period and then alphabetically, on abbreviated author’s name. 

Anonymous works are also in this alphabet. 

  

The division of the texts and studies is as follows: 

  

b bibliographies 

p primary works 

q translations 
s secondary works 

 

 

88 Anthologies general 
  

88.00 – 88.18 handbooks and reference works 

88.20 texts 
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Handbooks and reference works 

 

00 Reference guides 

01 Bibliographies 

02 Monolingual dictionaries (for further division see p. 6) 

03 Bilingual or multilingual dictionaries 

04 Quotations/aphorisms/proverbs collections 

05 Concordances 

06 Encyclopedias 

07 Address books 

08 Atlases 
09 Biographical dictionaries 

10 Corpora 

11 Inventories of archives 

12 Library catalogues 

13 Museum catalogues 

14 Private collection catalogues 

15 Exhibition catalogues 

16 Collections of essays 

17 Handbooks and educational tools 

18 Other 

 

   


