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Step 1: What i1s ocean governance?

“we say ‘governance’ because we don’t really know what to
call what is going on” (L. Filkenstein 1995)

Rothwell and Stephens (2016)
— Ocean management

Tanaka (2008)
- Dual approach to ocean governance

Normative and institutional dimensions
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Step 2: Why Regime Interaction?
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Regime: “sets of norms, decision- maklng procedures and organizations
coalescing around functional issue-areas and dominated by particular
modes of behavior, assumptions and biases” (M. Young 2012)
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Interactions can be:

— Conflicting

— Synergetic

— Neutral

Factors influencing interactions:

— Laws developed in different times

— Different institutional structures

— Lack of parallel membership

— Divergent (and sometimes competing) interests
Three characteristic dimensions of regime interaction:
— Interaction of goals

— Interaction between institution

— Interaction between legal norms (treaty conflicts)
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Step 3: What are the shortcomings
of existing approaches?

« Regime interaction is one way to look at the phenomenon
of fragmentation

« Regime interaction should not be reduced to treaty conflict

 Regime interaction is not necessarily a “threat” to the
fulfillment of overlapping/ juxtaposing international
obligations

 Final aim: accommodation of multiple (sometimes
competing) interests




Step 4: Proposing a three-fold
approach to regime interaction

Interactive substance

relationship between
obligations



Thank you for your attention!

www.uu.nl/en/research/sustainable-ocean
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