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In the Spotlight

Polish-born Cultural Anthropologist and UCU 
Lecturer Longina Jakubowska’s book Patrons of 
History: Nobility, Capital and Political Translations in 
Poland was awarded “Best Book 2012” by the British 
Association for Slavonic and Eastern European Studies at 
the 2014 Annual Conference at Oxford University.  In this 
UCU Newsletter she speaks of the process of researching 
and publishing a book, and the joys and insecurities that 
come with it.

What was it like to win the Best Book 2012 prize?
“When I got an email about the nomination I could not 
believe that somebody had noticed the book. It is scary 
to publish a book. As long as you are in the process 
of writing, you are in the safe zone because the only 
people reading it are those you trust, your colleagues 
and friends. They might be encouraging, but you don’t 
quite believe in what they say because you think they are 
biased. When the book appears, things become scary, 
because you have complete strangers reading it. So it’s 
only when the first reviews are good that you dare say, 
‘Well, actually, it’s not a bad piece of work.’

Do you feel that you can find this reassurance about 
your other work as a cultural anthropologist?
“I have worked with a particular Bedouin community 
since my PhD (1985) fieldwork. My research dealt with 
the processes the community faces during radical change. 
I spent two years of my time living with the Bedouin 
and, being a total stranger - as is any anthropologist - I 
was placed in the position of a child. I did not know 
the customs, I did not know how to behave, I did not 
speak the language properly. In moments of panic, I 
realized what was at stake: my career, a body of work 
I had to produce. So it was a particularly scary period. 
I soon realized that the people who spoke to me, and 
who embraced me into their family, did so because they 
liked me for who I was. Not for my family, not for what I 
represent: they liked me as a person.
 
 “The book for which I received the award started 
with returning to the society in which I grew up. I had 
been living outside of Poland for about fifteen years then 
during which tremendous changes had happened in the 
country: the political system changed and the social 

system was following. All of a sudden, cracks appeared in 
the image of the society I had. People who were thought 
to be irrelevant in Polish life - the former aristocracy 
and gentry - became publicly visible. In a way, while 
conducting research, I rediscovered the society that used 
to be my own and that I positioned in a different light. 
Returning to your question: research is always spurred on 
by reflection. In my case, it was my personal connection 
to Poland, the investigation of my own society from the 
position of a partial outsider that allowed me to see the 
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dynamics of change 
since the Second 
World War.

What are you 
working on at the 
moment?
“After finishing the 
book about Polish 
gentry, I decided 
to return to the 
Bedouin community 
with which I 
maintained contact 
since my PhD 
fieldwork. I now 

want to put the research of about thirty years together. 
I do find it a daunting thought: how do I describe a 
society in two hundred pages? How do I describe that 
richness of life? How do I at the same time protect the 
people whom I personally know from the public gaze? 
Can I find a form to write about a society in a way that 
protects privacy of individuals and at the same time 
uncovers issues of importance in that society?

 “Why I think it is important to write this book? 
First of all, I believe that it is a responsibility of every 
anthropologist to create knowledge about the condition 
of humanity in order to promote greater understanding 
between cultures and societies. Personally, I think I owe 
the Bedouin community a book, or at least something 
more substantial than a bunch of articles. Also, I would 
like to go back and finish what I started thirty years ago.



including UCU employees, are therefore encouraged to 
fill in their personal profile pages as soon as possible.

Mirjam Nordholt New Alumni Officer
From September onwards, a new Alumni Officer has 
joined the UCU ranks: on behalf of UCU, we would like 
to extend a warm welcome to Mirjam Nordholt!

Student Handbook: Online PDF Version Only
The Student Handbook will, from the 2014-2015 version 
onwards, only be available online in an interactive PDF 
format. Find the Student Handbook at the UCU Intranet, 
via Academic > Rules and Procedures.
 
Matching Incoming and Outgoing Exchange 
Students 
by Carla Kist
From this semester onwards, UCU will match incoming 
students to outgoing students who will visit the same 
university, country or region abroad. Throughout the 
year, students will be offered the opportunity to gather 
at information and evaluation meetings, and incoming 
exchange students will be asked to join the team of 
UCU Ambassadors once they return home. Aim of the 
exchange is to intensify interactions between incoming- 
and outgoing exchange students. All first- and second-
year students interested in going abroad in the 2015-
2016 academic year are invited to the UCU Study Abroad 
Fair on September 30 at 13.30hrs in the Auditorium.

College Hall

Parking on Campus
In order to protect the grass and allow emergency 
vehicles full access, parking policy on campus has been 
intensified. Drivers are only allowed to park in the 
assigned parking spots. Vehicles parkes outside these 
spots risk a wheel clamp.

Important: Personal Profile Pages
All UU employees have been assigned personal profile 
pages. In the future, these pages will be used to load 
important information such as contact details or office 
hours into the new UU websites. All UU employees, 
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In Memoriam

Fried van Hoof
At the end of the spring semester, we received the 
sad news that professor Fried van Hoof had passed 
away on May 18th. Fried van Hoof was an authority 
in the field of Human Rights. He has been very active 
as a teacher at UCU: from 2000 to 2010 he taught the 
class “International Human Rights” once or twice per 
year. After that decade, he taught the class once more 
in 2013. Moreover, during the years of his presence at 
UCU, he supervised the thesis projects of many students 
concentrating on law. Professor van Hoof was an 
excellent teacher. His 2013 class rated him 4.9 out of 5.0 
for “expertise of the instructor”, and well over 4.5 for 
overall quality of the course. Professor van Hoof died at 
the age of 65.

Grahame Lock
Professor Grahame Lock unexpectedly passed away on 
Monday, 21 July 2014 in Oxford. Colleagues and students 
will be saddened to learn of his untimely death. He will 
be remembered for his intellectual struggle against the 
managerialization of higher education as well as for his 
brilliant and inspiring political theory lectures. Grahame 
Lock studied philosophy at University College London, 
King’s College Cambridge and the École Normale 
Supérieure, Paris. He was Professor of Political Theory 
and Philosophy at the Radboud (Nijmegen) and Leiden 
universities, Faculty Fellow in European Philosophy 
at Oxford University, and Honorary Professor at the 
Universidade Lusófona, Lisboa. 

On behalf of all UCU employees we would like to extend 
our sincere condolences to all those affected by the loss 
of Professor van Hoof and Professor Lock.

Campus Life

Cohort 2014-2015: New Students 
For the Academic year 2014-2015 UCU has welcomed 
263 new students, including 47 incoming exchange 
students. On behalf of everyone: a warm welcome to all!

Yard Sale Donation to UCU Scholarship Fund
The UCSA has initiated that the full €3087,60 which 
was raised at the Yard Sale during the Introweek will be 
donated to the UCU Scholarship Fund. 

Study Room Voltaire Now Open 24/7 
In close collaboration with the Academic Student 
Council, UCU has decided to leave the study room in the 
Voltaire building open 24/7.


