
Project proposal Bright Minds Assistantships – February 2020 

Facilitating a High-level Academic Symposium on Sustainability and 
Harvesting Key Research Insights  
Department:   Copernicus Institute of Sustainable Development   
Research group: Environmental Governance  
Supervisor:  Prof. Frank Biermann (f.biermann@uu.nl / 030-2532359 (secretariat)) 
   Dr Thomas Hickmann (t.hickmann@uu.nl) 
   Dr Carole-Anne Sénit (c.a.senit@uu.nl) 

Project description 
This Bright Minds Assistantship is designed to support, both in terms of coordination and content, a 
highlevel RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM on a key issue within the field of sustainable development. Taking 
place in Utrecht on 10-11 June 2020, the event brings together 100 researchers from the field of social 
science focusing on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a novel type of governance 
mechanism. With two full days of panels and plenaries, the Symposium aims to contribute to a first 
knowledge stocktaking exercise on the steering effects of ‘governance through goals’. At the core of 
this initiative, UU Geosciences will steer the formation of a premier research alliance on the SDGs, 
together with financially-committed leading institutions such as the Institute for Development Studies, 
the German Development Institute, the Stockholm Environment Institute, and the Monash 
Sustainability Institute.   
  
From February to July 2020, the Master student will be integrated into the core organizing team of the 
Symposium, comprising 4 PhD students, 1 communication manager, and the 3 co-chairs Prof. Dr. Frank 
Biermann, Dr. Thomas Hickmann and Dr. Carole-Anne Sénit, who will jointly act as supervisors. The 
student will contribute in two respects:  

• Assist the Program Chair (Dr. Carole-Anne Sénit) to develop the academic program of the 
Symposium along the different research streams identified in the call for papers and other 
criteria to be defined;  

• Participate to the production of key outputs of the Symposium, including a high-profile 
scientific article in Nature Sustainability or a similar publication outlet. The day following the 
symposium is reserved for a full-day intense meeting of the steering committee to draft such 
a high-profile, agenda-setting article, drawing on the conclusions of the Symposium. This 
publication is intended to become an authoritative statement of the state of SDG development 
five years after their launch. The student will contribute to this meeting and provide input to 
the draft article, based on her/his harvesting of the key insights from the symposium’s keynote 
speeches and plenary discussions.  

 
Job requirements 

• Excellent knowledge of global sustainability governance, in particular of current theoretical 
debates and recent empirical developments such as the Sustainable Development Goals 

• Organizational and communication skills 
• Adequate writing skills in English 
• Professional use of MS Office  
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This assistantship will greatly contribute to the professional and personal development of the selected 
student, by building her/his skills and knowledge, by taking part in an internationally renowned 
research team, and by providing extensive networking opportunities that are key to early career-
building efforts. The student will be employed for 2 working days per week starting on 1st February 
2020, for a maximum of 320 hours. 
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