
 Changes to the Board

We proudly present our highlights of 2019. The past years Future 
Food Utrecht has invested time and funds in finding its way among 
the stakeholders in the food sector, making Utrecht University 
visible as a research university with a food profile and creating 
opportunities for UU researchers to collaborate on relevant 
food-related challenges for society. Future Food Utrecht will 
work to strengthen the collaborations between researchers and 
stakeholders to contribute to the transition of the food chain for a 
sustainable world.

Future Food Utrecht welcomed new hub leaders 
Marko Hekkert (Faculty of Geosciences) as 
Chair, and Merel Soons (Faculty of Science) 
as Vice Chair. Marko Hekkert is specialised in 
transition models and Merel Soons is a specialist 
in biodiversity and the interrelation between 
food production and nature. Their expertise, 
networks and ambitions form a perfect fit with 
the FFU goals. 

Next to Corné Pieterse and Ellen Moors we 
also welcomed six new members to the board: 
Arjan Stegeman, André Knulst, Stephanie 
Rosenkranz, Eggo Mueller, Aletta Kraneveld 
and Marleen Gillebaart.

This strengthening of the board will contribute 
to the mission of the hub across the hub 
community: to offer a platform for scientists 

and external stakeholders on which they 
contribute to the transition of the food chain 
for a sustainable world, by means of unique 
transdisciplinary research and education. We 
are very happy that we have all faculties on 
board and that we have found enthusiastic 
scientists who would like to take Future Food 
Utrecht a step further.

Future Food Utrecht - Overall impression
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A strong consortium consisting 
of Marko Hekkert, Ellen Moors, 
Simona Negro (Geosciences), 
Denise de Ridder (Social Sciences), 
together with partners at Delft 
and Wageningen University, 
and multinational companies 
like Unilever and Danone, have 
been awarded a NWO grant of 
one million to do research to 
understand and accelerate the 
transition towards environmental-
friendly plant-based substitutes.

In a new paper published in 
Nature Sustainability, a group 
of researchers from PBL 
Netherlands Environmental 
Assessment Agency, Utrecht 
University and Wageningen 
University use the IMAGE model to 
look at quantitative scenarios on 
the global consumption of food, 
water and energy and how these 
resources depend on each other.

Researchers from Social & 
Behavioral Sciences, Geosciences 
and UMC Utrecht collaborated 
together with Utrecht Municipality 
in this project. The aim was to 
find out if travellers at Utrecht 
Central Station would be willing to 
buy a healthy snack.

Researchers discovered how 
plants use the gaseous hormone 
ethylene as a signal to trigger 
underwater survival reactions. 
The identification of this signaling 
mechanism and the genes 
involved can potentially pave the 
way towards stress resilient, flood-
proof crops that can sustain yields 
even under stressful conditions.

Utrecht University has joined a 
new research programme for 
future-proof crops, which has 
received a 30 million dollar grant 
from the Danish Novo Nordisk 
Foundation.  Around 400,000 
euros of this funding will go to 
the research led by microbiologist 
Ronnie de Jonge, studying the 
interaction between plants and 
microbes in the plant roots.

Data from 40,000 Dutch 
participants were used to 
investigate the association 
between diet-related 
environmental impact and 
health. Environmental impact 
of diet was calculated using 
greenhouse gas emissions 
and land use and health was 
measured according to the Dutch 
dietary guidelines.

Accelerating the transition 
to plant-based proteins 

Integrated scenarios to 
support analysis of the 
food–energy–water nexus 

• Labor implications of gene editing

• Performance of food forests as 
nature-inclusive business models

• Communities in Transition 

• Sustainability of food systems in 
poor rural drylands

• Mitigating food insecurity induced 
by human-wildlife conflicts

The government must take serious 
steps towards an agricultural 
system that does not overload 
our ecosystem. That is the main 
message of an open letter to 
Prime Minister Rutte and Minister 
Schouten, sent by a group of top 
experts experts, including Future 
Food Utrecht researcher Hens 
Runhaar.

Future Food Utrecht awarded 
Seed Money grants to 5 
interdisciplinariy teams:

The Dutch agricultural 
crisis

 Research
Food in Motion foodtruck

Utrecht biologists 
uncover a way to 
waterproof plants

Research into future-
proof crops

Healthy and Sustainable 
Diets
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The two newly appointed Future 
Food educational advisors Mieke 
Lumens and Erwin van Sas 
bring expertise in developing 
interdisciplinary bachelor and 
master courses. 
They are committed to develop 
a new food-related minor at 
the UU and other initiatives 
that contribute to Future Food’s 
Educational ambitions.

Eight researchers joined in 
the first class of Future Food 
Utrecht’s ‘Building Acquisition 
and Networking Competencies 
programme’ in September 
2019. FFU wants to stimulate 
researchers to develop 
communication and networking 
skills needed to effectively engage 
with stakeholders.

The course lasts five weeks and 
focuses on two themes: food 
shortage and healthy choices, each 
taking up two weeks of the course. 
In 2020 the course will be offered 
four more times.

In 2019 FFU intensified its 
collaboration with local, regional and 
National partners in the food sector. 
FFU collaborated in the organisation 
of the Food Print Utrecht Region 
and the Sustainable Food Initiative 
network meetings and hosted 
the plenary meeting of the lobby 
network Transition Coalition Food, 
FFU (Aletta Kraneveld) participated 
in the first paper of Nutrition in 
Transition.

• SELF-cursus – Future of Food  
Stichting Student & Leefstijl

• Sustainable Cooking Workshop  
Utrecht Biologists study 
association Sustainability 
Committee

SMARTCHAIN is an ambitious, 
3 year EU project including key 
stakeholders from the domain 
of short food supply chain as 
actors in the project. Professor 
Remco Veltkamp (Game Research) 
participates in this project. In this 
project FFU works closely with 
partners AMPED/Local2Local.

Development of Future 
Food minor 

Start of the Future Food 
Utrecht’s BANC-training 

Together with 25 other parties 
Utrecht University has signed the 
Green Deal for Nature-Inclusive 
Agriculture in Green Education. 
By signing the deal, the 26 parties 
expressed the ambition to firmly 
embed nature-inclusive agriculture 
into green education, making it an 
integral part of the curriculum.
Contact person: Pita Verweij.

On 19 July 2019 Minister Schouten 
of Agriculture, Nature & Food 
Quality announced that the Dutch 
Government will support the 
Foodvalley region with a boost of 
20 million euros. FFU researchers 
participate in this Deal with 
projects related to healthy 
nutrition, from early life till old age 
(Marleen Gillebaart) and  future-
proof farms (Dick Heerderik).

Green deal

Region Deal FoodValley

 

 

Education

Engagement with Stakeholders

Future Food MOOC 
Unraveling solutions for 
future food problems’ 
offered again in 2019

Ongoing collaboration 
with stakeholders

Future Food Utrecht 
awards funding to two 
student initiatives:

Launch of the EU 
Smartchain project

https://www.uu.nl/en/news/the-future-food-hub-welcomes-two-new-educational-advisors
https://www.uu.nl/en/news/the-future-food-hub-welcomes-two-new-educational-advisors
https://www.uu.nl/en/news/the-future-food-hub-launches-training-programme-to-help-researchers-to-improve-the-societal-impact
https://www.uu.nl/en/news/the-future-food-hub-launches-training-programme-to-help-researchers-to-improve-the-societal-impact
https://www.uu.nl/en/news/the-future-food-hub-launches-training-programme-to-help-researchers-to-improve-the-societal-impact
https://www.uu.nl/en/news/the-future-food-hub-launches-training-programme-to-help-researchers-to-improve-the-societal-impact
https://www.uu.nl/en/events/unraveling-solutions-for-future-food-problems
https://foodprint-utrecht.nl
https://foodprint-utrecht.nl
https://www.sfifood.nl
https://transitiecoalitievoedsel.nl/portfolio/voedselomgeving/
https://www.uu.nl/staff/ADKraneveld
https://www.uu.nl/en/news/first-paper-of-nutrition-in-transition-published-in-annals-of-nutrition-metabolism
https://www.uu.nl/en/news/first-paper-of-nutrition-in-transition-published-in-annals-of-nutrition-metabolism
https://www.smartchain-h2020.eu/
https://www.amped.nl/projecten/uitgelicht/local2local/
https://www.uu.nl/en/news/utrecht-university-agrees-to-embed-nature-inclusive-agriculture-in-its-green-education
https://www.uu.nl/en/news/utrecht-university-agrees-to-embed-nature-inclusive-agriculture-in-its-green-education
https://www.uu.nl/en/news/utrecht-university-agrees-to-embed-nature-inclusive-agriculture-in-its-green-education
https://www.uu.nl/staff/PAVerweij
https://www.uu.nl/nieuws/impuls-van-20-miljoen-voor-epicentrum-van-voedselinnovatie-en-kennis
https://www.uu.nl/nieuws/impuls-van-20-miljoen-voor-epicentrum-van-voedselinnovatie-en-kennis
https://www.uu.nl/medewerkers/MGillebaart
https://www.uu.nl/staff/DJJHeederik
https://www.uu.nl/en/news/future-food-awards-funding-to-two-student-activity-projects
https://www.uu.nl/en/news/future-food-awards-funding-to-two-student-activity-projects


During Expeditie NEXT, a new science 
festival from NWO on 2 May 2019, 
scientists shared their research 
with a larger audience. Associate 
professor Rashmi Sasidharan is one 
of the researchers involved on behalf 
of Utrecht University.

Future Food Utrecht launched a 
new conversation series, where 
FFU-researchers invite colleagues 
from other institutions (from the 
Netherlands and abroad)  to give 
an interactive lecture.

Future Food Utrecht used its 
annual symposium to critically 
assess the EAT-Lancet report 
and investigate its relevance for 
research and policy-making on 
food systems. Is there a solid 
scientific basis for the EAT-Lancet 
recommendations? What does 
EAT-Lancet mean for our research 
agendas? What does it mean 
for food and agricultural policy 
making?

Art and science bring 
general public tomato of 
the future

The Future Food Lab is an 
experimental space, initiated 
by FFU together with the Green 
Office and Sodexo, in the 
Educatorium restaurant. Here 
students and scientists can 
carry research projects out in 
collaboration with the caterer. 
As an extension of Future Food 
Lab, the Biodiversity exhibition 
illustrates the relationship between 
food production and biodiversity. 
It allows you to examine recent 
findings from Utrecht University 
researchers regarding the link 
between biodiversity and food.

Launch Future Food Lab & 
Biodiversity exhibition

 

 

Events
Future Food Utrecht 
Conversation Series

Future Food Utrecht 
yearly symposium: 
‘A closer look at the 
EAT - Lancet Report’

María-José Rojo Martínez
M.J.RojoMartinez@uu.nlContact Person
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