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The everyday experiences of young refugees and asylum seekers in 
public spaces: the case of Amsterdam 
A discourse analysis on the refugee crisis (2015-2017) 
Department:   Human Geography and Spatial Planning    
Supervisor:  Dr Ilse van Liempt (I.C.vanliempt@uu.nl / 030-2534437)   

 
Project description 
In this project we aim to explore the issue of refugee youth, public space and integration in Europe 
and more particular in Amsterdam, Brussel, Newcastle and Leipzig. We try to understand the refugee 
youth’s stories of home-making, their interaction with arrival structures and their negotiations of 
inclusion and exclusion in public spaces. In doing so, we consider refugee youth’s migration histories 
as well as new spaces for urban citizenship, how these emerge in the city and the role these play in 
European integration. Besides, we try to answer important questions about the role that arts and 
cultural initiatives play in the lives of refugee youth and their engagements with public space. 

This project includes a discourse analysis in order to understand how the migrants’ migration 
histories align with the particular urban histories of each city. This entails analyzing discursive 
constructions and representations of refugee youth in the local media in order to provide contextual 
background into the urban histories of migration in each city. This will focus particular on the period 
from 2015-17 because of the extensive media coverage devoted to the so-called ‘refugee crisis’. The 
print media draws on a number of interpretative repertoires when constructing accounts of refugee 
youth and these are important to understand and will be used during fieldwork with the young people 
to further reflect on these localized representations. This discursive analysis will be sensitive to how 
these accounts have changed over time.  

The research assistant will conduct this discourse analysis. He/she will be part of an international 
research team that includes two Dutch team members of the geoscience department of the UU. The 
BMA includes the following tasks: 

- Collecting relevant representations of refugee youth in Dutch media 
- Organizing and coding the collected material on the basis of available coding schemes 
- Drafting reports on the findings of the discourse analyses  
- Preparing the focused literature review 
- Assisting with the daily organization of the research project and preparations of the fieldwork 

(participatory approach that includes mental mapping, digital storytelling, and walk along 
interviews) 

- Depending on the candidate’s preferences, assisting with conducting fieldwork and preparing 
cultural output based on the research  

See more info: http://heranet.info/projects/public-spaces-culture-and-integration-in-europe/the-
everyday-experiences-of-young-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-in-public-spaces/ 

Job requirements 
- Dutch and English  
- Interest in qualitative research methods, refugees and youth 
- Experience in discourse analysis is a pre 
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