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Project description 
Everyone who has commuted in the Randstad area for work or study, either by car or public transport, 
will acknowledge that the future accessibility of the Randstad is increasingly under pressure. This is 
why clever, more sustainable, and more integrated transport systems are needed to solve this 
problem, now and in the future. However, a troublesome factor in looking for solutions, is that most 
accessibility studies hardly take into account the planning dimension and, vice versa, that most 
planning studies are more preoccupied with the planning process rather than the content and context 
of the problems at hand. Or, in other words, current thinking on accessibility of urban areas is hindered 
by a limited connection between spatial developments and mobility. Moreover, these two ‘worlds’ 
hardly meet when (smart) planning instruments are developed to tackle accessibility problems and 
related governance challenges. The goal of this project is therefore to enhance our understanding of 
how an integrated, strategic planning approach can help creating governance capacity to influence 
strategic mobility decisions, with the assistance of (smart) planning instruments. 
 
The assistant’s activities within this project are mainly aimed at exploring this potential new research 
field in geography and planning, by means of desk analysis, in-depth literature review and developing 
a ‘white book’ of best practices and case studies from institutions working on this, both from academia 
and from practice. Questions that are at the core of this inquiry are: 

1) What are the key research themes addressed in literature on land-use transport integration, 
smart urban governance and planning support systems? 

2) Where do these research fields / research themes share common ground? What can be 
learned from integrating these – up to now – largely isolated academic discussions? 

3) What are the key research institutes and professional companies working on strategic planning 
and urban accessibility? Are there examples of best practices / case studies of successful 
(smart) planning instruments? 

The materials collected through this explorative study could pave the way for a joint congress or 
journal publication, and a future grant application for (PhD) research funding. 
 

Job requirements 
The assistant should preferably have background knowledge and/or personal interest in the fields of 
spatial planning, transport geography and/or planning support science. Experience in conducting 
systematic literature reviews is preferred, but not required. 
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