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1. Introduction  
The chair of Modern Political History at Utrecht University is part of the Department of History and 
Art History in the Faculty of Humanities. It is a full-time position (1.0 fte), for a full professorship.  
 
  

2. Field of Study: Political History  
The study of political history has gone through an extended period of re-orientation. For a long  
time, political history was perceived as history per se, focusing on the history of states and their  
leaders and on historical developments within the context of the national state, based on sources  
found in state archives, and contributing to the self-understanding of the nation and the political  
education of its citizens. Since the 1960s, political history lost its prominent position to social and  

economic history and to cultural history, focusing on long-term and structural transformations of  
social relations and mentalities, and on a ‘history from below’. Political historians had to redefine  

their position as merely a sub-discipline, and to counter the critique of a superficial focus on events  
and the perspective of elites. In response to these developments, political historians have revived  
their field of study by a sociologically inspired study of social movements, via the study of political  
culture and political languages, and by focusing on the history of institutions, informed by neo-
institutionalist theories. Moreover, political historians have historicized their object of research, by a 

shift from political history to the history of the political as an autonomous yet changing aspect of 
social life.  
 
All of these innovations are embraced and stimulated by the Utrecht University Political History  
section, yet its main focus is on social and institutional aspects. In its education and research, the  
section focuses on the period spanning the early modern era up to the present day and on all  
European regions. Central to its activities are the dynamics of political and social relationships:  

between citizens, between groups of citizens and between citizens and institutions, in particular but  
not exclusively, the state. Attention is given to the full spectrum of these relationships, from  
peaceful consultation to genocidal violence and all transitional stages in between, through reforms,  
regime changes, revolutions, wars and civil wars. When we study these relationships we focus on  
long term developments, but also on the relationship of historical processes to current politics.  

 

These aspects are approached from an interdisciplinary perspective, with a focus on 
conceptualization of ‘the political’, the history of political thought, theories of (de)politicization, 
political processes, ideologies and institutions, and on comparative historical methodology.  
  
 
3. Importance of the chair of Modern Political History  
The chair of Modern Political History will make a significant contribution to the study of  

the political and of the transformation of political relations, ideas and institutions in modern  
Europe. The questions that might be addressed by the chair will have both an academic  
and societal relevance: what is the changing form of the political in times of an erosion of the  
sovereign state, widespread critique and transformations on democratic governance, changing  
forms of citizen’s participation, and often very violent forms of political interaction? What has been  
the impact of war and large-scale violence on political institutions? How have states and 
organizations within civil society responded to old and new challenges like migration, economic crises 

and violent conflict? How has political leadership been exercised in the context of a variety of political 
regimes, from the democratic welfare state to authoritarian and totalitarian regimes? How have 

changing forms of governance in and outside the state contributed to the emergence, transformation 
or (dis)solution of social conflicts?  
 
Working on issues such as these, the chair of Modern Political History will be able to make a 

significant contribution to the societal relevance of research within Utrecht University, and to the 
profile of the Faculty of the Humanities as a center for critical analysis of contemporary social and 
political issues.  
 
 
4. Positioning of the chair  



 
The chair of Modern Political History at Utrecht University is part of the Department of  

History and Art History in the Faculty of Humanities. This department is divided into ten sections:  
six in the field of history and four in the field of art history. The six sections within History are  

Ancient History, Medieval History, Cultural History, Economic and Social History, Political History  
and the History of International Relations. The chair holder will work closely together with the other  
sections, notably the sections of Cultural History, Economic and Social History, and the History of  
International Relations, which are all focused on Modern and Contemporary History.  
 
Nationally and internationally, a chair of Modern Political History is considered to be a  
standard component of any history department at a university. Internationally, there are many  

examples of distinguished professors who set an example of excellent scholarship in the field of  
political history: Richard Evans, Christopher Clark or Pamela Pilbeam in the UK; Mark Lazar or  
Pierre Rosanvallon in France; Giovanni Orsina, Lucy Riall or Paolo Pombeni in Italy; Willibald  
Steinmetz or Thomas Welskopp in Germany; Arch Getty, Lynn Hunt and Charles Maier in the  
USA – to name just a few.  
 

In the Netherlands, next to the chair for Political History after 1500 at Utrecht University, which  
mainly focuses on the political history of the nineteenth century (currently held by prof. dr. Ido de  

Haan), several other Dutch universities have a chair in the field of Political History, each with a 
specific focus. The chair at Utrecht University for Modern Political History is closely related to  
 

 University of Groningen: Prof. dr. Dirk-Jan Wolffram, history of governance and politics in the 
Netherlands;  

 University of Amsterdam: Prof. dr. Remieg Aerts, modern political and cultural history of the 
Netherlands.  

 Leiden University: Prof. dr. Henk te Velde, Dutch parliamentary history and  political culture;  
 Leiden University, Prof. dr. Jeroen Duindam, early modern history of dynastic and imperial 

power; 
 Radboud University: Prof.dr. Wim van Meurs, European political history. 
 Free University Amsterdam: Prof.dr. Susan Legêne, political history 

 
  
5. Internal situation  
 
The chair holder of Modern Political History will be a member of the Political History section. The 

tenured staff of the Political History section consists of four assistant professors, three  associate 

professors and a full professor in the field of the history of political relations after 1500. Furthermore, 
the section also houses a full professor of Modern Dutch History (and dean of University College 
Utrecht), a professor by special appointment specialised in the history of the resistance 1940-1945, 
and a research fellow on public history. Also a varying number of temporary teachers and 
researchers are part of the section.  
 
Based on this broad expertise, the Political History section contributes to all levels of history  

teaching provided by the Department of History and Art History. The section plays an important  
role in the undergraduate degree “History”, which since 2016 also has a full English track; together  
with the Economic and Social History section, the section offers the minor ”Politics between national 
government and global society” for undergraduate students and the MA program ”History of Politics 
and Society ”. It plays an important role in the ”History” Research MA program. From 2017-2018 
onwards, the section will also contribute to the new interdisciplinary undergraduate program 
“Philosophy, Politics and Economics”, in collaboration with the departments of Philosophy, 

Governance, and Economics.  
 

The research activities are embedded in the Research Institute for History, in which the Political 
History section forms the section for International and Political History, in close cooperation with the 
section for History of International Relations. Research is focused on the creation, transformation, 
collapse and reconstruction of institutions, from state to international legal systems; the conceptual, 

sociocultural and institutional changes to citizenship, especially in the context of democracy and the  
welfare state; and to the ever changing character of violence and the violent contexts of political  
change. Members of the section Political History are also active within the strategic research program 
Institutions for an Open Society.  
 
6. Chair holder profile  



The chair of Modern Political History promotes research, education and dissemination of knowledge in 
the field of modern political history in Europe. The chair holder  

 initiates and stimulates research within the section Political History, the research group 
International and Political History, and the strategic research theme Institutions for Open 

Societies; 
 develops new externally funded research programs;  
 participates in the activities of the National Research School of Political History; 
 contributes to and supervises teaching and curriculum development within the School of 

History and Art History, in particular within the BA in History, the MA in History of Politics and 
Society; the RMA in History, the minor ”Politics between national government and global 
society” and in the new interdisciplinary Bachelor program Philosophy, Politics and 

Economics; 
 contributes to the visibility of the field of study both within and beyond the Faculty of 

Humanities and the Dutch academic world; 
 initiates, and participates in, activities aimed to disseminate academic knowledge to the 

wider public;  
 is responsible for leading the Political History section and/or other organizational tasks within 

the department of History and Art History, the Faculty of Humanities and Utrecht University.  
 

 
7. Required competences  
The successful candidate has wide-ranging expertise and qualities in the area of the twentieth- 
century political history in Europe.  
 

With regard to research, the successful candidate  
 has excellent qualifications, evident from leading publications on themes that are relevant to 

the chair;  
 has proven to be able to form his/her own line of research within the framework as described 

above;  
 has supervisory skills, evidenced by their coaching of young researchers, especially PhD 

students;  

 has a successful track record in attracting substantial research subsidies from external 
funding agencies or shows the potential and willingness to do so;  

 is willing and experienced in interdisciplinary cooperation;  
 has an international orientation, evidenced by international research networks.  

 

With regard to education, the successful candidate  

 is a teacher who is motivated and able to motivate others;  
 has demonstrable experience in course and curriculum development;  
 has demonstrable excellent didactic skills;  
 is able to contribute to all aspects of the teaching program of the section Political History;  
 is competent in the English language and is able to teach in English.  

 
With regard to knowledge dissemination the successful candidate  

 has a network of formal and informal contacts both within and beyond the academic world;  
 has broad experience with and an eye to chances to carry out and shape the social meaning 

of the chair’s theme;  
 is able to develop and extend research results in cooperation with social partners.  

 
With regard to management, the successful candidate  

 has experience as a research director and project manager;  

 has strong, connective communication and organizational skills;  
 is able to work as a team player;  

 has relevant leadership and social skills.  
 
Qualification system for education and research at the UU  
Utrecht University employs a qualification system for education and research. This means that -  

besides having a PhD in an arts discipline – for a professor a senior teaching qualification and a 
senior research qualification are required. Candidates from outside the university who do not hold 
these qualifications may submit a teaching and research portfolio, on the basis of which the dean, at 
the request of the Advisory Appointment Committee, may award senior qualifications prior to an 
intended appointment. 
 


