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Town & Gown 

 The CfH, together with a number of preferred 

partners in the European Consortium for the 

Humanities in the 21st Century, which is a branch 

of the international Consortium of Humanities 

Centres and Institutes (CHCI), is exploring the 

issue of the relationship to the civic and to 

societies at large. Our code name for these 

activities is: the ‘Town & Gown programme’. 

Across Europe, all universities have their own 

complex, rich and often picturesque history of 

‘town and gown’ relationships: close, mutually 

supportive, troubled and antagonistic. In a 

recent statement Susan Manning, Director of 

the Institute for the Humanities at the University 

of Edinburgh, argues that the academic and the 

civic have been regarded as, variously, opposed, 

inextricable, and mutually complicit. 

Furthermore the relationship between the city 

and the university may reveal much about a 

society’s values, anxieties, practical requirements 

and larger aspirations at different points in time.  

The Utrecht CfH shares these concerns and 

argues that new initiatives, such as the Plan 

for Sustainable Humanities in the Netherlands, 

need to be understood within a broader 

historical and conceptual framework. It is more 

urgent than ever to develop open but high-

quality platforms where we can discuss what 

nations and cities want from their universities 

and their academics.  

In accordance with its mission statement CfH 

wants to act as the platform where pioneering, 

innovative scholarly research connects to greater 

socio- political relevance of the Humanities by 

focussing on the central research question of: 

“What is Human about the Humanities?” 

The focus of our discussions is the changing 

perceptions of the human both in society and 

within the disciplines of the Humanities as 

an effect of our globalized, technologically 

mediated and ethnically diverse world. This 

concern for the contemporary status of the 

Humanities is linked to our commitment to 

Human Rights and notably to the task of 

achieving sustainable change in our society. 

A credible ‘Town&Gown’ programme for the 

Third Millennium needs to come to terms 

with this challenge. 

Rosi Braidotti 

(Director of CfH)
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December 2009    

The autumn 2009 programme of the Centre for the Humanities saw the 
implementation and growth of activities jointly organised with the Province 
and the City of Utrecht. We were honoured to host the first Treaty of 
Utrecht Visiting Professor Paul Gilroy. 
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It’s been a great pleasure to inaugurate the 

Treaty of Utrecht visiting Professorship. The 

strong foundations provided by the alliance of 

the University with the City and Provincial 

governments made the position particularly 

appealing to me. I have been stimulated by my 

interaction with faculty and students during a 

sequence of exciting events and I’ve learned a 

lot more about the Netherlands in general and 

about Utrecht in particular. Best of all, this rare 

and precious opportunity has given me a 

welcome chance to think deeply about what 

now counts as a humanistic education and to 

focus on where Europe’s bitter history racial, 

religious and ethnic divisions fits into it.

Having been connected to Utrecht University for over seventeen years she 

knows it inside out. She started her career by witnessing the very beginning of 

the Women Studies department of our University, and continued it by being 

part of the Law faculty for nearly nine years. Starting May 2009 Louise teamed 

up with Rosi Braidotti once again to become part of the development of the 

Centre for the Humanities. 

We were able to steal her away for a few minutes from finalizing the last details 

for the upcoming inaugural lecture of Paul Gilroy – the first visiting professor for 

the Treaty of Utrecht Chair – to ask her about the Spring calendar of the Centre:

What’s up in the Spring?

Where to start? Perhaps the easiest way to do this is to just highlight some of 

our activities. To begin with the first Intensive Programme for the Utrecht 

School of Critical Theory will kick off on January 25  2010 (see also p.8). 

In the category ‘social theory’-activities we have the recurring Deleuze 

seminars jointly organised with the OSL and the department of Cultural Studies 

of the Radboud University Nijmegen once every month. On top of that the CfH, 

together with Patricia Pisters of the Amsterdam School for Cultural Analysis 

(ASCA), is also co-organising the ‘3rd International Deleuze Studies 

Conference’ this year. This large conference will explore how the three creative 

domains of thought – art, science and philosophy – connect, continue and 

create together.  We expect over 300 participants and are rather relieved the 

event will take place in Amsterdam.

Besides these ‘Humanities in the 21st Century’ and ‘Social Theory’-activities 

we are also very proud to announce that we were able to secure another visit 

from Professor Henrietta Moore of Cambridge University this upcoming 

Spring. In a series of lectures and seminars she will be addressing current issues 

concerning the post-secular – one of the other recurring themes of the Centre 

for the Humanities.

Another significant visitor will be Peter Galison, the Pellegrino University 

Professor in History of Science and Physics at Harvard. In a series of lectures, 

jointly organized with the Descartes Centre for the History and Philosophy of 

Science, professor Galison will address the social responsibility of scientific 

research. He will also show the film he directed on this topic, significantly 

called: Secrecy.

Your final tip for the readers of this December 2009 Update?

Please check our website regularly because it is there you can find the latest 

info on all our activities, it is there that we will be announcing when exactly a 

series of lectures, seminars and interviews with Frits van Oostrom, Saba 

Mahmood and Paul Schnabel will take place and it is there we will be 

announcing the next visiting professorship for the Treaty of Utrecht Chair.

Spring 2010 at the CfH
This Spring the CfH continues its mission of being an innovating 
and inspiring platform for research and research training. 
Responsible for all the practical planning and coordinating 
preparations of the activities that constitute the exciting Spring 
calendar of the Centre is our secretary, Louise van Tetterode. 

In 2013 we will celebrate the Treaty (Peace) of 

Utrecht; in fact, the celebrations have already 

begun in varied programs and projects that reflect 

the themes of the original treaty: diplomacy and 

dialogue as superior to armed conflict, arts and 

culture as powerful forces of human development 

- essential to identity, respect and an open attitude 

as crucial to social cohesion. Appropriately, a 

Vrede van Utrecht Professor arrived not only to 

speak, to educate and to engage researchers, but 

to interact with the community.

In her word of welcome, Professor Rosi Braidotti 

stressed ‘ the human face’  of the humanities. 

Paul Gilroy is not only a famed academic but also 

a  musician. The well filled Nicholai Kerk was 

witness to his inaugural speech appropriately 

augmented by a public interview about music 

and a concert by one of  Utrecht’s own bands of 

international acclaim: C’Mon & Kypski.

War, race, and Europe’s postcolonial 

melancholia, Professor Gilroy’s speech was 

inspiring on many levels. It was not only 

academic,  it was also a very human call to arms, 

arms of a new order, a plea to post colonial 

cosmopolitan citizens. Gilroy’s audience was a 

truly wonderful mix of students, faculty and 

citizenry, including the band scheduled to play 

later in the day and the political figures directly 

responsible for the Chair.

Host in the public interview that followed the 

speech, journalist Stan Rijven already familiar 

with Paul Gilroy’s musical history, got to know 

it better in the preparation of what he called ‘ 

a radio interview’, one illustrated with film and 

music clips. Music and identity, the black 

diaspora, music and technology, and music in 

the post colonial world were the themes in 

a ‘ this is your life’  type program. 

Professor Gilroy was confronted, in a pleasant 

way, with music from his own life, and was 

invited to react, personally, to set the context, 

and illuminate his own past. He did so with 

warmth, intimacy and eloquence; in the process 

we got to know the academic better, we even 

got to know the man.

Hits from popular music were naturally entwined 

with Gilroy’s personal story. ‘Why does music 

matter?’, pondered Rijven: It affords us ‘a 

That Human Face and Voice

PROJECT: TOWN & GOWN

His arrival had been greatly anticipated. 
Paul Gilroy, first Treaty of Utrecht 
Professor -  and there can only ever be 
one first - arrived in September. 

The Treaty of Utr echt Visiting Professorship
The long term project of which the chair is part 

connects with the direction of my own work 

in several other ways. Firstly, it speaks to the 

worlding of European culture and history in the 

embattled postcolonial predicament we share. 

Secondly, it involves the thorny problem of how 

we protect and enhance the conception of The 

Human which orients both our study of the 

humanities and our commitment to Human 

Rights. Thirdly, by restoring the problem of 

slavery to its proper place in Europe’s internal 

mechanisms—financial, governmental and 

juridical—it promises to cut through the patterns 

of denial and amnesia which inhibit and under-

mine authentic social and cultural plurality. 

Lastly, it opens up the idea that struggles over 

racism and citizenship can enhance and enrich 

the operation of European democracy. 

I gave my inaugural lecture in the Aula just 

before the happy epiphany of Zwarte Piet’s 

arrival. While I hope I brought just as much fun 

to the proceedings as he does to the festival 

season, I’ve also been struck by what looks like 

a reluctance as well as the difficulty of bringing a 

critical and historical perspective to bear upon 

this uniquely Dutch ritual. I wonder, for example 

about the difficulties involved in recognising 

that joyful figure as a cipher of the Dutch colonial 

history that some people still find an 

uncomfortable prospect. That negative labour is 

glimpse into another world’ answered Gilroy.  

Music is a translation of an identity, one that 

itself never needs translation. Through his music, 

we got to know Paul Gilroy better, his 

motivation, and especially, his eloquence. The 

body language went far beyond words as two 

men of vastly different backgrounds found each 

other in a public dialogue about music they 

mutually hold dear. There is black music, there is 

white music, but the music public is not divided 

along the color line.

By means of a finale, C’Mon & Kypski took the 

stage for a short set. It was a pity that their fans 

hadn’t discovered this, for them, very remote 

gig in a totally different context. But they 

enjoyed themselves, as did we, as did Professor 

Gilroy. All in all a marvelous opportunity to see 

the human face of an academic and to hear his 

special voice.

Cynthia Wilson

(coordinator Treaty of Utrecht Organization)

especially important as the political atmosphere 

deteriorates and nationalism and xenophobia 

buttress a general European hatred and 

contempt for Islam. In response to these 

difficulties, we will need to cultivate the capacity 

to consider the colonial past in relation to the 

present. Above all, the Treaty of Utrecht chair 

has provided me with a chance to ask how we 

should respond to this challenge. 

Paul Gilroy

(Anthony Giddens Professor of Social Theory

London School of Economics and Political 

Science)

This visiting professorship is a concrete 

manifestation of the ‘town and gown’ activities 

and attitude of the Centre of the Humanities, 

its commitment to opening the doors of 

academia towards its own civic context in the 

City and the surrounding Province.
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 The seminar is structured as a close-reading 

exercise which focuses on key-texts in the 

humanities as a whole. As well as participants 

working outside of academia the seminar 

is frequented by both staff and students from 

Utrecht University as well as other Dutch 

universities. The seminar can be taken for 

credits. The seminars do not build up 

knowledge, which means that although 

potential links with other texts discussed can 

be explored, the discussion always takes that 

week’s text to be its point of departure. 

Consequently, the different sessions are not 

sequentially linked to each other. Anyone 

can join in whenever they like. 

The aim is to work towards a New Materialism, 

a term respectively coined in the late 1990s 

by Manuel DeLanda and Rosi Braidotti. As New 

Materialism is interdisciplinary in nature, today 

A highly successful workshop was held on the 

idea of Europe from a postcolonial perspective 

on October 30th. The event was jointly 

organised by the Centre for the Humanities, the 

AHRC (Arts and Humanities Research Council, 

UK); the Institute for History and Culture and the 

Graduate Gender Programme, Utrecht 

University, NL. It followed on from a first day of 

discussions on the notion of cultural memory 

which was organised by Professor Ann Rigney, 

co-ordinator for the Focus and Massa research 

area, Cultures & Identities with Luisa Passerini 

as the keynote speaker.

The event gathered prominent international 

figures in the field of European memories, 

postcolonial theory and philosophy of Europe 

such as Jewish philosopher Prof. Avishai Margalit 

(Princeton University, USA), postcolonial scholar 

Prof. Paul Gilroy (LSE, UK), cultural historian 

Prof. Luisa Passerini (University of Turin, It) and 

continental philosopher Dr. Simon Glendinning 

(LSE, UK) who discussed from different intellectual 

traditions and perspectives the idea of Europe 

as an imagined and actual space. 

The workshop explored in particular the 

The media plays an increasingly important role in 

the globalising world of today. In terms of 

technological advances, mediation of human 

rights, suffering and wars, social community 

building as well as economic developments and 

transnational markets (just to mention a few areas 

in which media operates), media is a main actor.

One of the ways in which The Centre for the 

Humanities (CfH) deals with these issues is in 

cooperation with POLIS research centre at The 

London School of Economics and Political 

Science and Helsinki Collegium for Advanced 

Study in the project Cosmopolitanism, Identity 

and Media. Towards building a consortium of 

the Humanities in a Globalised World.   

Supported by a NWO-International humanities 

exchange grant, the project continues on from 

it is not only at work in feminist theory, but 

also reaches out to philosophy the social sciences 

and even to and epistemology and the natural 

sciences. It is a trend that wants to move away 

from what is called ‘the linguistic turn’ and 

instead proposes a materialist monism. It then 

contests the dis-connection between words 

and things suggested by Ferdinand de Saussure 

and Jacques Lacan’s reading of his ideas which 

dominated cultural theory for a long time. 

For this reason, texts by Spinoza, Leibniz, Serres, 

Whitehead, DeLanda, Braidotti, Barad and 

Kirby are among others integrated in the 

seminar series. 

So far, themes like “naturecultures”, “immanent 

times/ immanent spaces”, “Linguistics/ 

signification/ communication”, “After Finitude” 

and “Signs & numbers; culture & nature” have 

been discussed. Last year, three guests were 

invited to join the seminar: Prof. John Protevi, 

Dr. Marcel Cobussen, and Prof. Rosemarie 

Buikema. In the spring of 2010 the Centre for 

Humanities, the Graduate Gender Programme 

and the Media and Culture Studies Department 

of the Faculty of Humanities are looking forward 

to welcoming Prof. Vicki Kirby to one of the 

sessions. 

Iris van der Tuin

(Assistant Professor Gender Studies, Utrecht 

University)

Rick Dolphijn

(Assistant Professor Media & Culture Studies, 

Utrecht University)

Seminar Series on Contemporary 
Cultural Theory 

PROJECT: SOCIAL THEORY

In September 2008 Rick Dolphijn and Iris van der Tuin started the weekly seminar 
‘Contemporary Cultural Theory’, hosted by the Centre for Humanities in 
co-operation with the Graduate Gender Programme and the Media and Culture 
Studies Department of the Faculty of Humanities. 

The Idea of Europe

PROJECT: EUROPEAN FORUM

Occidentalism, Orientalism, and the idea of a Postcolonial Europe 
Utrecht University, 30 October 2009

relationship between ‘Occidentalism, Orientalism, 

and the idea of a postcolonial Europe' from both 

a cultural and political perspective by going beyond 

the reactionary notion of a threatened Europe, a 

notion on which some, unduly inflexible concepts 

of Occidentalism (e.g. as a ‘war on the West') 

depend. 

Margalit investigated the conjunction between 

colonialism as exploitation and colonialism as 

humiliation as linked to loss of national 

sovereignty, theories of racial inferiority and lack 

of collective agency. He analyzed the kind of 

memory that humiliation produces and how 

to deal with trauma. Paul Gilroy addressed the 

issue of “Shameful History: postimperial 

melancholia and contested cosmopolitanism” 

by returning to the vexed issue of where colonial 

history and memory fit in the larger project 

of postcolonial Europe. For Europe’s postcolonial 

and multicultural polities, the key to producing 

a sustainable and just ethical re-orientation 

resides in reckoning with the forgotten and 

distorted history of the colonial period. Gilroy 

pointed also out that Europe’s postcolonial 

transition sees commercial and governmental 

power ebbing from the north Atlantic and 

finding new networks and centres and questions 

whether there will be a universalisation of US 

sourced categories and assumptions about race 

and ethnicity. 

In the afternoon historian Luisa Passerini 

engaged in a dialogue with philosopher Simon 

Glendinning. Passerini provided the historical 

depth and intellectual rigour to trace the 

multiplicities and discontinuities of European 

memories and idea of self by also adding the 

politics of feeling as a subject of European 

history. Memories connected with emotion not 

only allows to make the private public and 

correct many forms of silencing, among which 

that of women and minorities, but also to offer 

a new sense of belonging and representation. 

In her account of the Cahiers du Sud, a journal 

founded in Marseille in the 20s, Passerini 

proposed a critique of Eurocentrism from within. 

The speakers were coupled with responses by 

renowned postcolonial scholars such as Max 

Silverman, John McLeod, Graham Huggan (all 

from the University of Leeds) and Tobias Doering 

(University of Munich). In the late afternoon 

speakers for the network (Cordula Lemke, 

Free University, Berlin) and other invited 

postgraduate students (Margret Fetzer and 

Koen Leurs) presented their own vision on the 

suggested theme in the form of short papers 

and responses to the keynote addresses.

Sandra Ponzanesi

(Assistant Professor Postcolonial Studies, 

Utrecht University)

Media and Globalisation

PROJECT: INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES

and expands on the institutional exchanges built 

over the last years. The grant was awarded in 

2008 to set up a series of seminars and 

workshops elaborating on the research themes 

and perspectives in the area of Cosmopolitanism, 

Identity and Media in a global perspective. 

The project considers the dramatic expansion in 

the study of media, cosmopolitanism and 

globalisation in recent academic debates in the 

humanities and social sciences. It invites 

critical thinking about how the media and 

communications environment is implicated in 

shaping our perceptions of the human condition 

and increasingly, mediating human values, 

actions and social relations. Concepts such as 

democracy, politics and ethics are therefore 

debated in the context of the media and 

journalism. Moreover, new technologies across 

the sciences and the arts (such as digitalization, 

medical visual technologies and genetic 

engineering) have transformed contemporary 

practices of media coverage. The project 

incorporates ideas about how (new) 

technologies of the world wide web, digitalized 

video and mobile phones make a collapse of 

time and space possible.

In December the three institutions arranged 

the first of three one-day seminars in connection 

to the 2009 conference on The Idea of 

Cosmopolitanism: Interdisciplinary Dialogues, 

organized by CfH et al. The project runs 

throughout 2010 and the collaboration 

between the CfH, POLIS research centre at The 

London School of Economics and Political 

Science and Helsinki Collegium for Advanced 

Study will continue in the European Consortium 

for the New Humanities.

Bolette Blaagaard

(Academic Coordinator of CfH)

Professor Luisa Passerini
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Charles Taylor’s visit was a big happening – in 

every sense of the word. There were two 

meetings, a public lecture and a closed seminar, 

both thoroughly prepared by the Centre for 

the Humanities in a happy collaboration with 

the Department of Philosophy. Collaborations 

like these show the intersections between 

distinct branches of humanities (in this case, at 

least, theology, philosophy, history) that should, 

can be and, in the present case, are explored in 

an intellectually daring manner. Taylor presented 

and defended a vision that challenges the way 

in which we, modern Westerners, conceive 

ourselves and our times. Anyone telling a 

coherent story like this deserves to speak in 

front of a big audience. 

Basically, Taylor asked us to reconsider the 

development of what he calls ‘secularity’, 

as something that took place in the West from 

the 1500’s onwards. Through the process 

of secularization being religious has become 

optional. Taylor’s perspective challenge  the idea 

that secularity is ultimately the consequence of 

scientific developments. Shortly, the process of 

western secularization should be reconstructed 

by reference to the idea that we have come to 

conceive (i) ourselves as ‘buffered-selves’; 

and, based on that, have come to conceive (ii) 

reality as a closed scientific and moral system. 

In the former idea, i.e., the one of a buffered self, 

the person is represented as somehow 

independent in his thoughts (as a subject) and 

action (as an agent). The latter idea of a closed 

On Reflexive Modernisation

PROJECT: THE END OF HUMAN RIGHTS?

It is a pleasure for me to contribute to this edition of the Update of the Centre for the 
Humanities. It allows me to introduce a different angle on the research and other 
activities that take place in the Centre. Indeed, it shows the nature of the Centre as 
a multi- and cross-disciplinary centre of ideas, thoughts and action. 

It is also the particular nature of legal research 

I am engaged in – combining a legal perspective 

with other perspectives of the humanities in 

order to better grasp and grapple with the issues 

of today. To this end, my colleague Lyana Francot 

and I have set up the Working Group on Reflexive 

Modernisation and Law as a vehicle to locate our 

research on law and society and to differentiate 

it from other activities carried out in the 

Department of Legal Theory of the Faculty of 

Law. Of particular concern is the formulation of 

a theoretical framework that allows for revisiting 

critical legal theory and its re-introduction in the 

Netherlands. 

The framework permits a critical appraisal of 

how law responds to social issues or, rather, how 

these issues confront law as well as legal 

scholarship with (new) problems and questions. 

The nature of these problems today, we feel, 

demands a particular approach which could be 

encapsulated in the various understandings of 

the concept of cosmopolitanism. It stands, at 

its core, for a critical outlook on the foundations 

of modernity in a changing and interdependent 

world order. That is why we are excited to work 

with and contribute to the Centre. 

Particularly memorable were the visits of Costas 

Douzinas last academic year, organised by the 

Centre, the Working Group and the Department 

of legal theory. Professor Costas Douzinas is 

the current director of Birkbeck College Institute 

for the Humanities. He has been Dean of the 

Law School in the same college and a breading 

figure in the international Critical Legal Theory 

movement.

Douzinas’ lectures on cosmopolitanism, as 

a critical legal scholar, provided a critical 

evaluation of the worth of human rights, as 

both moral and legal imperatives, allowing 

students to raise questions about the worth 

of human rights and the role of states and their 

instrumental ‘use’ of human rights. Indeed, 

attracting students (of different disciplines) 

to scholars like Douzinas, providing a critical 

perspective on law and society is core business 

of the Centre and, to me, is fundamental to 

their academic and intellectual development 

and the responsibility that comes with that, 

as participants in a world society. 

Bald de Vries

(Lecturer in de Department of Legal Theory, 

Utrecht University)

Recent Publication:

Juriprudential Exercises. Zygmunt Bauman: 

Uncertain Responsibility. Co-edited by Leonhard 

den Hartog, Lyana Francot & Bald de Vries (2008)

A secular Age?

PROJECT: CONCERNING THE POST-SECULAR 

Concerning the Post Secular has been from the start the flagship lecture series of the CfH. Thanks to 
the great support of our former board member Peter de Veer – now at the Max Planck Institute of 
Göttingen University – we were honored to be able to secure a visit by one of the most significant thinkers 
in the field today.

scientific and social reality was, from the 

beginning, embedded in a specific religious 

understanding of reality: God created reality as 

self-sufficient. This means that reality is, after 

it was created, a system that maintains itself. 

Taylor contends that the self-sufficient character 

of this reality is, as such, not an argument for 

a-theism. It became only such an argument in 

specific conditions. This specification hinges on 

a normative commitment made by the buffered 

self: it made independence its core value. Taylor 

emphasizes that western atheists should 

understand their own position in terms of these 

normative commitments. 

Taylor intends to satisfy what he regards to be 

a western (both theist and atheist) need, i.e., the 

need to account for what he thinks is essential 

to our western age: secularity. Taylor seems to 

conclude from this that the self-understanding 

of western people requires at least 

understanding religious notions. Religious 

people value these notions because their 

ultimate value is not independency; whereas 

atheists disvalue these notions because they 

want to be as independent as possible. 

One could, in my view, object to Taylor’s very 

idea that Westerners are to account for their age 

in terms of ‘secularity’. If this objection succeeds, 

then Taylor’s story becomes less pressing. 

To conceive oneself as a secular person is, under 

Taylor’s definition of secularity, already (i.e., per 

definition) to conceive oneself as someone who 

faces the option, and therefore the choice, 

to believe or not to believe. But can we, for 

example, not try to capture the western spirit in 

terms of people facing the availability of many 

possible accounts of reality? Should we not 

conceive of their way of relating in terms for 

instance of uncertainty or fundamentalism; 

relativism or absolutism?  Can we not try 

to reconstruct secularity as a contingent 

appearance of this fact? And should we, 

therefore, not try to explore the conditions 

under which the development of different 

stories was possible without referring to 

the religious or non-religious character of 

these stories?

Gerhard Bos

(PhD candidate in philosophy. Bos was awarded 

the University Prize for best research master 

thesis in 2009)

Main Publications by Charles Taylor: 

•  A Secular Age (2008)

• Sources of the Self: The Making of the 

 Modern Identity (1992)

Partners in the European Consortium for the 
New Humanities

Belgium  Department of Sociology Catholic 
University, Leuven
Denmark  Aarhus University
Finland  Helsinki Collegium for Advanced 
Studies, Helsinki 
Greece   English department, Thessaloniki 
University 
Italy  Scuola Superiore di Studi Umanistici, 
University of Bologna
Sweden   Lunds University
Slovenia  Department of Anthropology of 
Gender, University of Ljubljana
Slovakia  Department of Philosophy, 
University of Bratislava
United Kingdom  Institute for Advanced 
Studies, University of Edinburgh
United Kingdom  Department of Dutch/
Centre for Intercultural Studies, University 
College London 
United Kingdom  Department of Media and 
Communication, London School of 
Economics
United Kingdom  Department of Social 
Anthropology, University of Cambridge
United Kingdom  Institute for the 
Humanities, Birkbeck College, London

Board members

Prof. Maarten Prak (Arts)
Prof. Marcus Düwell (Philosophy)
Prof. Annemarie Korte (Theology)
Dr. S. Avrutin (Linguistics)

Within Utrecht University Cfh Cooperates 
with

The Descartes Centre
The Research Institute for History and 
Culture (OGC)
The Utrecht Institute for Linguistics (UiL OTS)
ZENO Research Institute for Philosophy
The Research Institute for Theology and 
Religious Studies (INTEGON)
The Faculty of Law, Economics and 
Governance
The Department of Cultural Anthropology 
and Sociology
The Netherlands Graduate School for Literary 
Studies (OSL)
Focus and Massa Research Areas:
• Brain, Cognition and Behaviour
• Conflicts and Human Rights
• Cultures and Identities
• History and Philosophy of the Sciences 
 and the Humanities
• Origins and Impacts of Institutions

Within Civil Society CfH Cooperates with

Vrede van Utrecht 
City Council Utrecht 
Province of Utrecht
BAK, Basis voor Actuele Kunst Utrecht

6    The Update December 2009

Professors Charles Taylor and Rosi Braidotti at CfH Office Taylor Lecture
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Social Theory

•  Intensive Programme Utrecht School of Critical Theory January 25-February 12, 2010

•  Deleuze seminars February 23; March 16; April 13; May 11, 2010

•  Introductory Deleuze Master Class March 4, 2010

•  Waiting for the Political Moment Conference June 17-19, 2010

•  Deleuze Conference July 12-14, 2010

Humanities Labs

•  Van Oostrom Master Class Date to be announced

•  Schnabel Lecture March 17

•  Schnabel Public Programme March 23; April 27; May 26; June 23, 2010

Interface Science and Humanities

•  Galison Lecture & Seminar Series March 8-12, 2010

The Postsecular

•  Moore Lecture & Seminar Series April 19-23, 2010

•  Mahmood Lecture & Seminar Series May 10-12, 2010 (tbc)

Contact & Colofon

Centre for the Humanities, Utrecht University (CfH), Achter de Dom 20, 3512 JP  Utrecht

telefoon   (030) 253 61 37, mon-thu (09.00-17.00), e-mail  cfh@uu.nl, www.uu.nl/cfh

editor  Esther Rinkens   design  www.taluut.nl   photo’s  university picture archive,  Wieke Eefting   
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The Intensive Programme for the Utrecht School 

of Critical Theory – Cosmopolitanism and 

diversity in the humanities and Europe: mapping 

intersections and creating synergy – is a three-

year project offering an annual three-week 

intensive interdisciplinary winter school. Among 

the academics participating in the Intensive 

Programme are Prof. Ido de Haan (Utrecht), 

Prof. Sarah Bracke (Leuven), Prof. Patrick 

Hanafin (Birkbeck) and Prof. Judith Butler 

(Berkeley). The target group is PhD students and 

advanced research masters. In 2010 students 

and teachers will focus on ‘Cosmopolitanism, 

peace and conflict’. 

The upcoming IP consists of three clusters, each 

one addressing the central theme from a 

different angle and perspective. Each cluster is 

constructed around the work of a key thinker 

Announcing the First Intensive Programm (IP)

on cosmopolitanism and/or diversity. The 

lectures and siminars provide both a thorough 

introduction to the thinkers’ work and critical 

approaches to their thought. The IP is grounded 

in outreach projects in local communities as 

well as trans-national knowledge practices. It 

is supported by the Utrecht City Council 

Programme to commemorate the Treaty of 

Utrecht of 1713 and will play a leading role in 

the educational activities around this event.

Check a detailed report in the next edition of 

the Update.

Esther Rinkens & Lianne Toussaint

(IP coördinators of CfH)

Active fellows 

Prof. Christopher Baumgarten                                                                                          
Prof. Maaike Bleeker
Dr. Jolle Demmers
Dr. Rick Dolphijn
Prof. Ido de Haan
Prof. Ed Jonker
Dr. Ann-Sophie Lehmann
Eva Midden, MA
Dr. Sandra Ponzanesi
Dr. Iris van der Tuin
Prof. Peter van der Veer
Dr. Bald de Vries
Prof. Berteke Waaldijk
Dr. Sarah Bracke
Maria Hlavajova

Recurring Visitors at CfH

Prof. Etienne Balibar (Université de Paris 10 & 
Irvine Valley College)
Prof. Paul Gilroy (London School of Economics 
and Polital Science)
Prof. Luisa Passerini (Università degli Studi di Torino)
Prof. Judith Butler (University of California, Berkely)

Organizational Structure of CfH

Rosi Braidotti, Director
Bolette Blaagaard, Academic Coordinator
Louise van Tetterode, Secretary
Esther Rinkens, General Coordinator
Lianne Toussaint, IP-Coordinator

CfH’s Spring Calendar

PROJECT: INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES


