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	Motivation statement




	Name:

	

	Utrecht University student number:

	

	Master’s programme:

	



You may use this template, but you may also upload your own document. Please write this statement in the language of your chosen programme, or programme track/specialisation (e.g. in the case of a language specialisation)

General guidelines 
Please provide your motivation for applying to this Master’s programme, addressing the following issues: 

· Why have you chosen this Master’s programme, and why at Utrecht University?
· What is your experience/what demonstrates your interest in this field?
· Which subject areas within this field do you find most interesting and why? 
· What makes it evident that you possess the required qualities for this Master’s programme? 
· How does this Master’s programme correspond with your career or research ambitions? 
· Reflect critically on your academic achievements.
· [bookmark: _Hlk75789899]Explain your choice of writing sample and comment on the context in which you wrote it.
· A motivation statement is generally one to two pages.

Tips and tricks for your motivation statement:
1. Write your statement as one cohesive narrative, rather than using bullet points or a Q&A-type format. Do try to reflect on all of the points listed in the guidelines.
2. Show as well as tell us about your achievements using examples. 
3. Be specific: for example, if you are interested in the economic downturn of the 1920s and 1930s, the history of race relations in Europe, social movements of the 1960s, or revolutions in early modern Europe and the Americas, how did that interest come about? How have you developed it during your undergraduate study and/or through extra-curricular activities? How do you see yourself developing it further in the RMA History programme? It’s ok to have several interests (we do, too), but we’d like to understand your motivation for pursuing particular lines of research and see evidence of your thinking as a historian.
4. Research us! Browse our department staff pages and let us know which topics from our broad range of research specialisms interest you, which staff members you could see yourself working with over the next two years and why. Not all staff members will be available to teach or supervise on the RMA History programme each year, but this is a good chance for us (and you) to see whether there is a good match between your interests and our research specialisms.
5. Proofread. We are also assessing your ability in written English.


The text field below will expand as you type. 

	














Please upload this document as a pdf document
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