
Future Food Utrecht  

Call 2018 Seed Money for Research Projects 

Deadline Friday, 12 October 2018, 5 PM 
 
Who can apply? 
 
Are you an UU-UMCU researcher involved in food related research, who wants initial 
funding in order to collaborate with researchers from other disciplines/faculties? The 
Future Food Seed money grant could be for you! 
 
With the Seed Money fund, the Future Food Hub platform intends to bring researchers 
across all seven faculties of our university together, to facilitate new internal and 
external collaborations, stimulate new research ideas, bring in new partners and create 
new ways of impact of research. By connecting our knowledge and collaborating with 
stakeholders in a transdisciplinary setting, Future Food Utrecht aims to provide 
sustainable and healthy food solutions for the next generations. Our ambition is to strive 
for diets that are both good for the planet as for all its inhabitants. 
 
The fundamental research of the Future Food Utrecht scientists covers a wide spectrum 
of disciplines needed to understand the mechanisms behind food-related challenges. 
Future Food Utrecht has the ambition to operate at the scientific forefront and develop 
innovative research that contributes to new concepts and innovations related to Future 
Food’s Pathways: Future Production & Consumption, Future Health and Future 
Efficiencies (see Annex 1)  

Criteria 
You can apply for Seed Money for research projects under the following conditions: 

- The proposal (with a maximum of 2 pages, excl. references) should have a well-
defined focus towards the initiation of research projects that contribute to the Future 
Food Utrecht research and goals, with clear deliverables that lead to writing an 
external research proposal, bringing together innovative new strategic consortia. 
 

- Each proposal has to be submitted by at least 2 UU/UMC Utrecht scientists from 
different faculties / disciplines. 

- Each applicant can only participate in one proposal in this call. 

- We encourage collaboration with external parties. Societal external  partners can join 
an application, but funding can never be granted to external personnel. 

- The proposal gives a brief impression of the theme, the research question, the 
researchers involved, concrete goal and opportunities, the deliverables, 
interdisciplinarity, scientific relevance and budget. 

- The total budget of the 2018 seed-funding call is €150.000. 

- The maximum grant per project is €20.000. We expect to award 7 - 10 projects 



- Projects must be completed within 2019. 

- The proposal must be submitted in the attached format (Annex 2) 

 
Assessment criteria 

- The potential contribution to strengthen the FFU’s goals and research profile. 
- The potential in successfully acquiring external funding. 
- The extent of interdisciplinary collaboration. 
- The extent of new collaboration 
- Track record of the applicants. 
- Scientific quality and innovativity. 

 

Procedure and timeline 

- Launch of the call 10 July 2018 
- Submit by email to FFU Operations Manager Maria Jose Rojo Martinez 

(M.J.RojoMartinez@uu.nl ) 
- Deadline is Friday, 12 October 2018, 5 PM. 
- After the deadline all proposals will be checked on eligibility. Researchers of non-

eligible proposals will be informed. 
- The jury will discuss all eligible proposals. Members of the jury will not contribute 

to the decision process of proposals of their own group.  
- The jury will advise the FFU Board about the proposals. In case there are more 

suitable projects than budget allows, the jury will prioritize the projects for the 
FFU board. 

- Publication of the decision will ultimately take place in November 2018. 
 
 
Justification and Report after the grant 
 
At the end of the seed money grant the applicant must hand in: 

- Proof of the submitted proposal for an external call 
- A short, written report about the proposal for the website 
- A presentation for one of the FFU meetings. 

 
Questions 
 
If you have questions about the call and the criteria, please contact Maria Jose Rojo 
Martinez (M.J.RojoMartinez@uu.nl ). You can find this call on the FFU-website 
(www.uu.nl/futurefood). 
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Annex1. Short description of the three Future 
Food Utrecht transdisciplinary Pathways 
 
1. Future Production & Consumption 
How can we sustainably produce more food from less, in a changing environment? The 
answer to this question is one of the biggest challenges of mankind. In this pathway, we 
will work with industry, policy makers, NGOs, and consumer organizations to explore 
how future diets with optimal and prudent use of animal proteins and more meat 
alternatives can be facilitated for the growing human population, with reduced impact on 
the environment and considering the socio-economic and cultural background of 
societies.   
 
2. Future Health 
The relation between food and health is visible in societies around the world. In the 
Western world, the occurrence of overweight and related non-communicable diseases is 
increasing while malnutrition persists in developing countries. A good measure for health 
and health promoting sustainable food/feed concepts is immune fitness: the capacity of 
the immune system to react or tolerate internal or external triggers by establishing, 
maintaining, and regulating a proper immune response. In this pathway, a co-creation 
approach will be followed to investigate the development of novel food and feed 
concepts that enhance the human and animal immune fitness.  
 
3. Future Efficiencies  
How do efficient food systems look like? What are we being efficient with and efficient 
for? We all know that the current food system is world’s largest driver of anthropogenic 
environmental change, and its management is key to attaining the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). But while we generally agree that we need do 
something to make food systems more sustainable, we do not necessarily agree about 
what, exactly, should be done. In this pathway we will explore, as starting point, these 
issues together with stakeholders to think about efficiency in relation to sustainable 
solutions and sustainable resource use that are both good for the planet and for all its 
inhabitants. Animal production and consumption and food waste, especially in developed 
countries, will be used as cases. 
 
For More information about the pathways, please contact the Future Food program 
council member in your faculty:  
- Faculty of Science - Johan Garssen /Aletta Kraneveld  
- Faculty of Veterinary Medicine - Willem van Eden  
- UMCU- Yvonne van der Schouw  
- UMCU - André Knulst  
- Faculty of Geosciences  
- Faculty of Humanities – Eggo Mueller  
- Faculty of Law, Economy and Governance – Stephanie Rosenkranz  
- Faculty of Social and Behavioural Sciences – John de Wit  
 

 



Annex 2. Proposal Template 
Future Food Utrecht Hub 

Research Project Seed Money Call 2018  
 

<Maximum amount pages 2 A4 excl. references>  

1. Applicant’s information 
 
< Please fill in on the first row the name of the main applicant> 
 

Name Faculty Address Email/Tl. Discipline Position 
      
      
      
      
      

 
2. Title and summary including name of the external call  

a. Proposal seed money project title: 
b. Envisaged external call: 
c. Theme and aim of the planed external proposal: 
d. Aim and summary, including approach, of the planned external proposal / pilot project. 

 
3. Deliverable(s) 

(Describe the expected deliverable(s) of your project) 
 
4. Contribution to the scope of Future Food Utrecht  

(Describe the (potential) contribution to strengthen the FFU’s goals and research profile)  
 

5. Planning Budget 
(Please include the general planning of the project) 
(Regarding the budget: overhead is not applicable) 

a. Material costs 
b. Personnel   
c. External costs 

6. CV 
a. Top 3 relevant papers and number of publication per applicant 
b. Relevant scholarships, prizes, grants per applicant 

 
 

 

Deadline: 12 October 2018, 17.00h 

Proposal needs to be sent to Maria Jose Rojo Martinez, M.J.RojoMartinez@uu.nl 
(ext.4645) 
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