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Positive and negative feedbacks 



Positive feedbacks in dryland ecosystems 

Water infiltrates at plants 
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Use dynamical models 
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How can we understand the role of feedbacks? 
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How can we understand the role of feedbacks? 

Temporal autocorrelation 



Sydow and Koch, 2009 

Lock-in 

Feedbacks and path dependence 

• Positive feedbacks reinforce 
pathway, narrowing options 
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Thanks! 


