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Project description 

Our present-day society is undergoing rapid transformations in the light of challenges such as 

climate adaptation, energy transition, and sustainable mobility. Since spatial planning is a 

discipline and profession that, in its very nature, mirrors societal developments and critically 

reflects on these developments (Witte & Hartmann, 2022), one would expect that a society 

that is responding to contemporary challenges is also mirrored in the type of research spatial 

planning scholars and students conduct. To test this hypothesis, and to create an overview of 

previous and current research foci within our planning group, we aim to perform a longitudinal 

content analysis of MSc thesis research in Spatial Planning that was reported over the past 

twenty years (or, at least, as far back as the digital thesis archive allow us to go). We are 

interested in developments in topics, scopes, theories, methods, cases, internship 

placements, etc. The outcomes of this research will (a) demonstrate the relative importance 

of spatial planning topics over time and (b) give insight into changing teaching pedagogies, 

theoretical perspectives, methodologies, and career perspectives that can inform future 

adaptations of the Spatial Planning curriculum. 

 

The assistant’s tasks will include, amongst others: (a) collecting data – collecting Spatial 

Planning theses from the UU Library’s digital thesis archive; (b) computing data – making a 

systematic overview of relevant bibliometric indicators such as author, title, keywords, year 

of publication, type of internship, theories, methodologies, and case studies; (c) analyzing data 

– searching for patterns in the data either inductively or based on hypotheses, manually or 

through applied data techniques such as text mining; (d) discussing and reporting about the 

findings in at least a working paper format and/or a research meeting of the planning group. 

 

Job requirements 

The most suitable candidate has a combined interest in, and experience with, disciplinary 

knowledge of spatial planning and quantitative research skills. Programming skills that would 

enable the student to perform applied data science techniques (e.g. text mining) would make 

one’s life easier, but is not a strict necessity. A student with exceptional writing skills could 

also contribute to the written outputs of this research project. 
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