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About the 
 Responsible AI Conference 2023

The Utrecht University focus areas Governing the Digital Society, Applied Data
Science and Human-centered AI host this interdisciplinary event, where people
from a wide array of disciplines come together to discuss ‘Responsible AI’.
Featuring renowned (inter)national speakers, this conference highlights the
importance of the theme of responsible AI by approaching it from different
perspectives (AI, data science, governance). Furthermore, speakers from Utrecht
University will show how the theme of responsible AI relates to the various local
AI initiatives.

Access to the museum is included, so please feel free to take a stroll during the
breaks. The lunch break also offers the opportunity to learn more about AI at
Utrecht University and at the Hogeschool Utrecht by visiting a poster market,
where a variety of major projects and cooperations are presented.

Do you want to stay in touch with us after the conference? Please sign up for the
shared newsletter of Governing the Digital Society, Applied Data Science and
Human-centered AI.

https://mailings.uu.nl/hp/Tr8GCO4NoPO-4rzqcuYyDA/subscribe_newsletter_ai_and_data_science


 09:00-09:30  Registration

 09:30-09:40
 Welcome by Prof. Jan Broersen and Prof.

Mehdi Dastani

 09:40-10:40
  Prof. Haroon Sheikh

Government Policy for Responsible AI

 10:40-11:10  Coffee break

 11:10-11:45
  Prof. Floris Bex

Algorithmic Drama at the National Police Lab AI 

 11:45-12:05
  Dr. Hein Duijf

The Logic of Responsibility Gaps

 12:05-12:25
  Dr. Fabian Ferrari

The Governance of Generative Models 

Program 



Program 

 12:25-12:45
 Dr. Roeland de Bruin

Responsible for AI?

 12:45-14:30
 Lunch break with UU-marketplace

posters by affiliated AI-projects

 14:30-15:30
  Prof. Frauke Kreuter

Designing Responsible AI

 15:30-16:00  Coffee break

 16:00-17:00
  Prof. Joe Halpern

Actual Causality: A Survey

 17:00-17:05
 Closing remarks by Prof. José van Dijck and

Prof. Peter van der Heijden

 17:05- 18:00  Drinks

All talks are in the main auditorium of the Bedrijfsschool. 
Lunch, coffee, drinks and poster presentations are in the foyer.



Route

By bus
From Utrecht Central Station, take bus 4, 8, 28, 50, 55, 73, or 77 towards bus stop
Stadsschouwburg. From there, the Railway Museum can be found within walking
distance.

By car
Enter: ‘Johan van Oldenbarneveltlaan 1, Utrecht’ on your navigation
Note: Visitors coming from the direction of Amsterdam on the A2 motorway
should not follow signs for Centrum/Jaarbeurs but instead take the route past
Galgenwaard Stadium.



Speakers

Prof. Dr. Haroon Sheikh
Government Policy for Responsible AI

The Dutch Scientific Council for Government Policy (the WRR) has
advised the Dutch government in its recently translated report
Mission AI. The council argues that AI is a system technology,
comparable to electricity and the combustion engine, and as such will
require a long process of embedding within society.

In his presentation, Haroon Sheikh will address some of the tasks and
recommendations concerning demystification, engagement and
regulation that facilitate a responsible use of AI.

Biography
Haroon Sheikh is senior researcher at the Dutch Scientific Council for
Government Policy (the WRR) and professor of the Strategic
Governance of Global Technologies at VU University.
His work deals with the intersection between new (digital) technology
and globalization and he has written several books in the field of
geopolitics. Sheikh studied philosophy, political science and public
administration at Leiden and Oxford University and did his PhD in
philosophy at VU University in Amsterdam. He regularly appears in
Dutch media.

.



Speakers

Prof. Dr. Floris Bex
Algorithmic Drama at the National Police Lab AI 

Artificial Intelligence, and particularly the question how to use it
responsibly, is a contentious topic. This is especially true when AI is
used in the context of law enforcement. On one side of the debate,
the techno-pessimists focus mainly on the bad effects of AI and big
data, seeking to regulate and restrict them . On the other side of the
debate stand the techno-optimists, who argue that all ethical and
social problems that AI might bring can be solved by technical
innovations. At the National Police Lab AI, we try to meet such
algorithmic drama head-on, by researching, developing and
evaluating AI systems for the Netherlands police with a team of
researchers from different backgrounds. In this talk I will discuss
some of these systems, and demonstrate how only the combination
of insights from different disciplines can lead to responsible AI.

Biography
Floris Bex is Associate Professor of AI at Utrecht University, and full
Professor of Data Science and the Judiciary at Tilburg University. At
Utrecht University, Floris leads the National Police Lab AI. He has a
PhD in AI & Law, and his research focuses on AI techniques (mainly
argumentation and NLP) for law enforcement and the legal field, as
well as on legal and societal aspects of such AI systems.



Speakers

Dr. Hein Duijf
The Logic of Responsibility Gaps

Who can be held morally responsible for the actions of an AI system?
The online spread of fake news, accidents with self-driving cars, and
the widespread integration of black-box algorithms demonstrate that
allocating moral responsibility is often difficult or impossible. Many
philosophers claim that recent AI techniques lead to so-called
responsibility gaps, where nobody can be held morally responsible
for harmful consequences. I will discuss some of the root causes of
responsibility gaps. Since the absence of moral accountability is
sometimes warranted, I will go on to consider when and why
responsibility gaps are thought to be morally problematic. Lastly, I
will explore possible solutions to the problem of responsibility gaps.

Biography
Hein Duijf is an Assistant Professor at Utrecht University. Hein holds a
PhD in Philosophy and Artificial Intelligence from Utrecht University,
and he was previously an assistant professor at the LMU Munich and
a postdoctoral researcher at the VU Amsterdam. Hein's main
research interests are in social epistemology and (collective) moral
responsibility. In particular, he is interested in expertise, deliberation,
and political epistemology; and in collective agency, machine ethics,
and deontic reasoning.



Speakers

Dr. Fabian Ferrari
The Governance of Generative Models 

AI-generated images, uncanny chatbots, synthetic music – generative
models infiltrate cultural life. Generative models are designed to
recognise patterns in training datasets and produce new outputs
based on those patterns. But who governs the proliferation of
generative models, and what is the role of regulators? This talk
identifies analytical, political, and technical challenges of governing
generative models. Interdisciplinary thinking is required to examine
and reimagine the governance structures underlying new forms of AI-
generated media. 

Biography
Fabian Ferrari is a postdoctoral researcher at Utrecht University. As a
member of the focus area Governing the Digital Society, he examines
the governance of AI-generated media. His postdoctoral work is part
of the Spinoza-funded project, led by Professor José van Dijck.

.



Speakers

Dr. Roeland de Bruin
Responsible for AI?

Current regulatory frameworks leave room for a better distribution of
responsibility in order to facilitate successful development and
accepted societal deployment of AI. That is one of the main reasons
for the European legislator to propose several new mechanisms.
These include upfront compliance mechanisms for those who
develop and deploy AI in through proposed EU AI Act. Furthermore,
the legislator aims to provide those who suffer harm from damage-
causing AI with better equipment to seek remuneration, through the
proposed AI Liability Directive (AILD) and the revised Product Liability
Directive (PLD). The question remains however what those proposals
could implicate for innovators, and whether or not consumers may
trust that the new tools provide more efficient remuneration
mechanisms than they would have under existing legislation. In my
presentation, I will briefly illustrate the main “new rules” from the
AILD and PLD and evaluate their potential from both an innovators -
and a consumer perspective.

Biography
Roeland de Bruin combines law and technology, both in his work for
Utrecht University – where he obtained his PhD in the regulation of
innovation in the field of AI - and as a practicing lawyer (advocaat) for
KienhuisHoving NV. Originally educated in IP-, cultural- and
information law (with a minor in computer science), Roeland shifted
his focus towards robotics and AI around 2011. As a member of the
Center for Access to and Acceptance of Autonomous Intelligence, he
took part in the FET-Flagship Robot Companions for Citizens, was
involved in writing advisory reports for European and Dutch policy
makers and contributes almost yearly to the International Conference
on Robot Ethics and Standards, which he co-organises in Utrecht in
July 2023.



Speakers

Prof. Dr. Frauke Kreuter
Designing Responsible AI

More details to be announced.

Biography
Professor Frauke Kreuter holds the Chair of Statistics and Data
Science at LMU Munich, Germany and at the University of Maryland,
USA, she is Co-director of the Social Data Science Center (SoDa) and
faculty member in the Joint Program in Survey Methodology (JPSM).
She is an elected fellow of the American Statistical Association, and
received the Warren Mitofsky Innovators Award of the American
Association for Public Opinion Research in 2020. In addition to her
academic work, Professor Kreuter is the Founder of the International
Program for Survey and Data Science (IPSDS), developed in response
to the increasing demand from researchers and practitioners for the
appropriate methods and right tools to face a changing data
environment.

.

https://socialdatascience.umd.edu/
https://jpsm.umd.edu/
https://survey-data-science.net/


Speakers

Prof. Dr. Joe Halpern
Actual Causality: A Survey

What does it mean that an event C "actually caused'' event E?
The problem of defining actual causation goes beyond mere
philosophical speculation. For example, in many legal arguments, it is
precisely what needs to be established in order to determine
responsibility. (What exactly was the actual cause of the car accident
or the medical problem?) The philosophy literature has been
struggling with the problem of defining causality since the days of
Hume, in the 1700s. Many of the definitions have been couched in
terms of counterfactuals. (C is a cause of E if, had C not happened,
then E would not have happened.) In 2001, Judea Pearl and I
introduced a new definition of actual cause, using Pearl's notion of
structural equations to model counterfactuals. The definition has
been revised twice since then, extended to deal with notions like
"responsibility" and "blame", and applied in databases and program
verification. I survey the last 15 years of work here, including joint
work with Judea Pearl, Hana Chockler, and Chris Hitchcock. The talk
will be completely self-contained.

Biography
Joseph Halpern received a B.Sc. in mathematics from the University
of Toronto in 1975 and a Ph.D. in mathematics from Harvard in 1981.
In 1996, he joined the Computer Science Department at Cornell
University, where he is currently the Joseph C. Ford Professor and
was department department chair 2010-14. Halpern's major research
interests are in reasoning about knowledge and uncertainty, security,
distributed computation, decision theory, and game theory. He is a
Fellow of AAAI, AAAS, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences,
ACM, IEEE, the Game Theory Society, the National Academy of
Engineering, and SAET.



Prof. dr. ir. Jan Broersen 
Jan Broersen is professor of logical methods in Artificial Intelligence
(AI). With a background in mathematics, logic and computer science
he studies AI from a humanities perspective. His main interests are
responsible AI, knowledge representation and reasoning, and logic
theories of agency. 

Prof. dr. M.M. (Mehdi) Dastani 
Mehdi Dastani is Professor and chair of the Intelligent Systems group
of the department of Information and Computing Sciences at Utrecht
University and program leader of the master program Artificial
Intelligence. His research focuses on formal and computational
models in artificial intelligence.

Prof. dr. José van Dijck
José van Dijck (1960) has been Professor of Media and Digital Society
at Utrecht University since 2017. Her research focuses on media,
social media and media technologies. In 2021, she received the
Spinoza Prize, the highest academic award in the Netherlands, from
the National Science Council.

Prof. dr. Peter van der Heijden
Peter van der Heijden has a chair in statistics for the behavioural and
social sciences. Since 2011 he is part of the department of
Methodology and Statistics. Starting 2017 he is the leader of the
Utrecht University focus area Applied Data Science. Starting 2020 he
represents Utrecht University in the Working group AI for Health in
the Alliance TU/e – WUR – UU – UMC Utrecht.

Conference Chairs

https://www.uu.nl/en/news/nwo-spinoza-prize-awarded-to-media-scholar-jose-van-dijck


On the Focus Area 
Human-centered Artificial Intelligence

The focus area Human-centered Artificial Intelligence bundles the various AI-
activities undertaken at the departments, institutes, and labs at Utrecht
University. AI in Utrecht has a unique interdisciplinary profile that pervades
various departments including computer science, philosophy, linguistics and
psychology.

Our Special Interest Groups form the core of the focus area. Read more about
our Special Interest Groups

Contact us at hai@uu.nl
Check our website 

https://www.uu.nl/en/research/human-centered-artificial-intelligence/special-interest-groups
mailto:hai@uu.nl
https://www.uu.nl/en/research/human-centered-artificial-intelligence/news-and-events
https://www.uu.nl/en/research/human-centered-artificial-intelligence/news-and-events


The focus area Governing the Digital Society promotes research on the social
processes of datafication, algorithmisation and platformisation. Our basic
research inquiry revolves around the question: How to develop and apply
principles of (good) governance in digital societies? We aim to strengthen
independent and public institutions in the digital era by making them more
transparent, accountable, and responsible.

Our Special Interest Groups form the core of the focus area. Read more about
our Special Interest Groups.

Contact us at gds@uu.nl
Check our website 

On the Focus Area 
Governing the Digital Society

https://www.uu.nl/en/research/governing-the-digital-society/special-interest-groups
mailto:gds@uu.nl
https://www.uu.nl/en/research/governing-the-digital-society
https://www.uu.nl/en/research/governing-the-digital-society
https://www.uu.nl/en/research/governing-the-digital-society


The focus area Applied Data Science brings together researchers from the
various faculties at UU as well as UMCU working in the field of applied data
science. By joining forces and working interdisciplinary can we accelerate the
development of data science techniques as well as their application in research
areas where they have not yet been applied.

Our Special Interest Groups form the core of the focus area. Read more about
our Special Interest Groups.

Contact us at P.G.M.vanderHeijden@uu.nl
Check our website 

On the Focus Area 
Applied Data Science

https://www.uu.nl/en/research/applied-data-science/special-interest-groups
mailto:p.g.m.vanderheijden@uu.nl
https://www.uu.nl/en/research/applied-data-science
https://www.uu.nl/en/research/applied-data-science



