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Project description 

This is a great opportunity for students wanting a better idea of the inner workings of science and 
policy. You will also get hands-on experience of data gathering and analysis, learning skills like 
interviewing and thematic coding.  
 
Scientists and policymakers are gluing themselves to roads. Meanwhile, universities and ministries 
are becoming targets for activists demanding divestment from fossil fuels. The Private/Public Values 
Project explores how individuals within those institutions navigate the tension between their 
personal sustainability values and what they feel is expected of them as public figures. Its first aim is 
to illustrate a range of “coping” pathways. Its ultimate aim is to understand whether and how public 
institutions can be transformed to allow for a more open discussion about the moral direction they 
are taking.  
 
The project will interview 30 people in science and 30 people in policy (n=60), differentiating 
between new recruits, established employees, and senior figures. Rather than seeking a 
representative sample, it aims to indicatively represent the diversity of stances within an institution. 
It will subsequently host two separate events, one for scientists, and one for policymakers, in which 
we draw on findings to critically reflect on whether and how institutions can be transformed to allow 
for a more open discussion about the moral direction they are taking. The assistant will be expected 
to aid in carrying out, transcribing and analyzing interviews with policymakers, and in planning the 
events.  

 

Job requirements 

Essential: 

• Highly organized and punctual. 

• Capable of digesting complex theory quickly. 

• Good at listening to direction but able to confidently act on own initiative. 

• Dutch as first language AND fluent English.  

 

Preference made for those with (in order of importance): 

• An understanding of scientific and political aspirations for objectivity, as expressed in, for 

example, Thomas Nagel (science) and John Rawls (politics). 

• An understanding of critiques of objectivity, as expressed in, for example, Isabel Stengers 

(science) and Michael Walzer (politics). 

• A basic understanding of key fault lines in sustainability debates: e.g. techno-optimism vs. 

primitivism; technological innovation vs. societal transformation; green growth vs. degrowth. 
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