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Project description 

The phenomenon of numerous large cities becoming more densely populated and increasingly diverse 

has regularly been coupled with concurrent shifts in the built environment and in the ways of living 

together. From the outset, this raises questions about how the interface between material shifts in the 

urban fabric (the ‘built’), altered interpersonal connections (the ‘lived’) and psychological experiences 

(the ‘cognitive’) manifests spatially and socially. This is of relevance when considered in reference to 

urban contexts marked by deep inequalities and where monetary criteria or hopes for a better life 

form the primary pull factor to either come or stay put in a specific city environment. Due to a mixture 

of financial limitations, a lack of opportunities, or limited housing options, many urbanites resort to 

residential strategies which they do not perceive as ideal or satisfactory. Oftentimes this form of 

compromise nowadays unfolds within realities of increased diversity, whether in terms of 

demographics, or in relation to lived experiences, social norms and habits between locals, established 

migrants and newcomers. Such ‘commonplace diversity’ has given rise to a vast scholarship on 

conviviality, which is often either consciously or unconsciously tied to a normative reading of the 

human condition and human modes of togetherness. This project, while engaging with this literature, 

breaks away from this normative standpoint, privileging a more pragmatic and flexible approach 

towards studying these hesitant and at times even reluctant ways of living together. 

Against this background, this research project introduces a distinct conceptual framework, articulated 

around the notion of ‘pragmatic cohabitation’, and which is used to analyse the dynamic tension 

between the ‘built’, the ‘lived’, and the ‘cognitive’. In complex living situations which are at once 

characterised by anonymity, (potential) alienation and varying levels of attachment to place, how do 

residents, whether longstanding, ‘embedded’ or more recent, navigate these urban realities in 

motion? This project focuses on three specific neighbourhoods in three cities: namely Johannesburg, 

Luxembourg and Rotterdam, to engage with these questions. 

The student assistant will be tasked to help the supervisor in 1/ conducting a media analysis of stories 

of living together in at least two of these three neighbourhoods, 2/ building a comprehensive scholarly 

literature review on conviviality, 3/ setting up a project website.  
 

Job requirements 

 

- A good sense of synthesis and organisational skills.  

- Language proficiency (in addition to fluency in English, fluency in Dutch and either German or 

French) would be a great advantage.   

- Some (basic) web design competence (such as working with WordPress). 


