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Biographies 

Lead editors 
Jaboury Ghazoul is Professor of Ecosystem Management at ETH Zurich, Switzerland, and was the holder of 
the Prince Bernhard Chair of International Nature Conservation at Utrecht University between 2015 and 
2020. He is also the Director of the Centre for Sustainable Forest and Landscapes at the University of 
Edinburgh, Scotland. He has interests in forest and landscape ecology, particularly in anthropogenically 
modified landscapes. He uses systems-oriented approaches to understand oil palm and coffee agroforestry 
landscapes in the tropics and pathways for forest and landscape restoration, as well as transformative change 
towards net-zero carbon landscapes in Scotland. He has published more than 200 articles and four books. 
Jaboury was Editor-in-Chief of Biotropica from 2006 to 2013, and President of the Association of Tropical 
Biology and Conservation from 2014 to 2016. jaboury.ghazoul@env.ethz.ch 
 
Daniella Schweizer is a Venezuelan ecologist with a doctorate in Environmental Studies from the 
University of California, Santa Cruz. She has over 15 years’ experience researching social and ecological 
aspects of forest restoration. As the Prince Bernard Chair Postdoctoral Scholar with ETH Zurich and Utrecht 
University, Daniella gathered the perceptions of actors within non-governmental organizations across 
countries in the Global South regarding forest and landscape implementation to draw a series of lessons 
learned to inform further scaling-up of restoration. Several of the contributors to this publication were 
involved in this project. She has also worked on forest restoration in Latin America, at the University of São 
Paulo and the Smithsonian Institute, and supported Initiative 20x20 with research looking at the role of 
forestry and environmental policies in advancing the restoration agenda for the region. Currently Daniella is 
working with the organization Restor.eco in the creation of a restoration community platform aiming to 
provide the most relevant information and features to support global restoration. daniella@restor.eco  
 
Authors (in alphabetical order) 
Boyd Alexander is the Scheme Manager for the Coigach & Assynt Living Landscape Partnership (CALLP) 
Scheme, a Heritage Lottery Funded project comprising 14 Partner organizations, who collectively are 
committed to delivering a £4.8 million scheme. Most of his career has been spent overseas working with 
marginalized communities in Asia and Africa. He initially worked with communities on coastal resource 
management and later with international NGOs on wider programme management and strategic 
implementation. In 2013, he returned to the UK to work with a community-based project on renewable energy 
before joining the Coigach & Assynt Living Landscape. He studied as a Marine Biologist at Liverpool 
University. balexander@coigach-assynt.org  
 
Rubens Benini is a forest engineer and Master in Environmental Sciences from the University of São Paulo. 
He currently works as The Nature Conservancy’s Brazil Forest Restoration Strategy Manager and leads forest 
restoration in Latin America, where he works with several partners, leading strategies to increase forest 
restoration in priority areas to improve and maintain environmental services, especially climate, biodiversity 
and water benefits. Rubens has been working in forest restoration for more than 20 years, having joined TNC 
in 2008 from the São Paulo Environmental Agency, where he worked for more than eight years. Prior to that, 
Rubens spent six years as a coordinator of the Laboratory of Ecology and Forest Restoration of the University 
of São Paulo. Rubens also served as Environmental Director and Secretary in Bauru municipality, and was 
Executive Director of RGB Environmental Solutions. rbenini@tnc.org   
 
Ananta Ram Bhandari is a forestry professional from Nepal. He has a PhD in environmental science from 
Tribhuvan University, Nepal and a Master’s degree in Forestry from Technical University of Dresden, 
Germany. He has more than 15 years of work experience in the field of integrated landscape management, 
biodiversity conservation, forestry and natural resource management. Currently, he is the Nepal focal point for 
WWF Forests, and leads WWF-Nepal’s forest programme. ananta.bhandari@wwfnepal.org  
 
Zoraida Calle is a biologist and researcher at CIPAV (Center for Research on Sustainable Agricultural 
Production Systems) in Colombia, where she coordinates the strategic area of Ecological Restoration. The 
group led by Zoraida combines applied and participatory research with the execution of projects to restore 
land affected by landslides, severe erosion or unsustainable practices. Her publications explore topics such as 
the phenology and regeneration of Andean trees, silvopastoral systems and the links between sustainable 
agriculture, agroecology and restoration. Currently, Zoraida coordinates the Colombia programme for 
capacity-building on ecological restoration with ELTI (Environmental Leadership & Training Initiative), a 
programme at the Yale School of the Environment. zoraida@fun.cipav.org.co 
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Marina Merlo Sampaio de Campos is a conservation specialist and has worked as a researcher, as a 
teacher, and for the last nine years with The Nature Conservancy, where she has been active in creating 
regional arrangements for ecological restoration. She has a Bachelor’s degree in Biology, and a Master’s in 
Plant Biodiversity and Environment with a specialization in Environmental Management. Marina supports the 
implementation of the Mantiqueira Iconic Place project; and besides the restoration agenda she is actively 
helping to implement public policies related to restoration and regenerative agriculture, and in the market pull 
for forest and non-forest native products. marina_campos@tnc.org   
 
Eliane Ceccon is a forest engineer specialized in agroforestry. She has coordinated and collaborated on 19 
projects in Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Colombia, Indonesia and the USA. Her main project, ‘Experimental 
models to make viable the integration of the local population in restoration activities’ is in the La Montaña 
zone in the state of Guerrero, Mexico. She has published 10 books, 60 articles and 34 book chapters on 
ecosystem restoration (productive and ecological), fuelwood production in small properties, agroecology, and 
the human dimension of restoration. ececcon61@gmail.com 
 
Robin Chazdon is Professor Emerita in the Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Department at the University 
of Connecticut, and part-time Research Professor with the Tropical Forests and People Research Centre at the 
University of the Sunshine Coast in Queensland, Australia. Her long-term and ongoing collaborative research 
focuses on forest regeneration, forest and landscape restoration, drivers of land-use change, and ecosystem 
services provided by forests. She is the principal consultant of Forestoration International LLC, a consulting 
group established to support the implementation of forest and landscape restoration globally. She recently 
served as the Executive Director of the Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation, and as Director of 
the NSF-funded Research Coordination Network PARTNERS (People and Reforestation in the Tropics). She is 
a Senior Fellow with the World Resources Institute Global Restoration Initiative, and a Senior Research 
Associate with the International Institute for Sustainability in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. She serves on the 
advisory boards of the Trillion Trees, 1t.org, Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment, 
Nature-based Solutions Initiative, and the Global Evergreening Alliance. rchazdon@gmail.com  
 
Paul Chatterton is the lead and founder of the Landscape Finance Lab, a global platform for incubating and 
financing sustainable landscapes linked to WWF. He is a specialist in the fields of sustainability, climate 
change, land use and biodiversity. During an extensive career with WWF, he has catalysed results including 
the first provincial scale forest and climate (REDD+) programme in Africa, Europe’s longest protected river 
area, and the largest rainforest reserve in the Pacific. He co-authored the Little Sustainable Landscape Book 
and is co-initiator of Meridia (www.meridia.land), a mobile app to provide affordable land tenure to rural 
communities. Paul is, or has been, an advisor to the Climate Bonds Initiative, Gold Standard, World Economic 
Forum, Australian Futures Project and Forest Stewardship Council, among others. Paul holds a Master’s 
degree in Anthropology/Development Studies from Sydney University and a Diploma in Management from 
IMD Business School in Switzerland. paul@landscapelab.org   
 
Matthias De Beenhouwer leads the landscape restoration and planting projects of the NGO WeForest in 
Zambia, Malawi and Tanzania. He coaches the local teams and makes sure that the forest restoration projects 
are performed sustainably and according to the activity plan. Matthias holds a PhD in Forest Ecology from the 
Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium, where he worked on coffee agroforestry in Ethiopia. He has eight 
years of experience working on forest and landscape restoration, forest ecology and conservation, and has 
worked in several countries in Eastern and Southern Africa. matthias.debeenhouwer@weforest.org  
 
R. Kasten Dumroese is a Senior Scientist (Research Plant Physiologist) with the US Department of 
Agriculture Forest Service, at Rocky Mountain Research Station located in Moscow, Idaho. He also serves as 
the National Nursery Specialist as part of the Forest Service National Center for Reforestation, Nurseries, and 
Genetic Resources. He earned his MSc and PhD in Forestry from the University of Idaho, and his BSc from 
Michigan Technological University. His 35+ year research career has mostly focused on nursery production of 
native plants, with specific attention on improving nursery efficiencies, reducing environmental impacts 
associated with production, and enhancing plant quality toward achieving higher outplanting survival and 
growth. More recent research has centred on ecosystem restoration with an aim of holistically integrating 
plant propagation with their landscape deployment to simultaneously achieve multiple restoration objectives. 
He served on a variety of national initiatives, including the White House Pollinator Task Force, the Forest 
Service monarch butterfly strategy, greater sage-grouse habitat restoration, and the National Reforestation 
Strategy. He has nearly 300 publications and has been honoured by the Chiefs of the Forest Service and the 
National Resources Conservation Service, and the Society of American Foresters. 
kas.dumroese@usda.gov  
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Marlène Elias is a Senior Scientist at the Alliance of Bioversity International and the International Center 
for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), and Gender Research Coordinator for the CGIAR Research Program on 
Forests, Trees and Agroforestry. She leads gender research and supports gender integration in the Alliance’s 
work. Marlène has a BSc in Biology and Environmental Sciences, and an MA and PhD in Geography. Rooted 
in a feminist political ecology approach, her research focuses on gendered dimensions of forest management 
and restoration, local ecological knowledge, and forest/agri-food value chains, predominantly in West Africa 
and South and Central Asia. Marlène is based at the Alliance headquarters in Rome, Italy. 
marlene.elias@cgiar.org   
 
Fabio Fernandes is the head of the Public Prosecutor’s Office for the Environment, Regional Office at 
Teixeira de Freitas, Bahia, Brazil. He coordinated the Center for the Defense of the Atlantic Forest (NUMA) 
from 2016 to 2019 and has coordinated, since 2014, the Legal Forest Programme, both at the Public 
Prosecutor’s Office of Bahia state. Along with several partners, for the last 10 years, he has been involved with 
forest restoration through the Arboretum Programme. Fábio holds a Master’s degree in environmental 
sciences and technologies, postgraduate studies in environmental and urban law, and a degree in law. 
fabiofernandes@mpba.mp.br 
 
Willem Ferwerda studied tropical ecology, agriculture and environmental science in the Netherlands and 
Colombia. In 1986 he started as an eco-tourism entrepreneur and organized expeditions worldwide. From 
1995 to 1999 he managed a Rainforest Conservation Fund at IUCN Netherlands. Between 2000-2012 
Ferwerda was executive director of IUCN NL: he executed an ecosystem grants programme (more than 1,500 
projects in 40 tropical countries) and started Leaders for Nature, an international business network on 
biodiversity and ecosystems in the Netherlands, Brazil and India. In 2012 he designed the holistic 4 returns 
business framework on ecosystem management and restoration, and founded Commonland. Ferwerda is CEO 
of Commonland, executive fellow business & ecosystems at the Rotterdam School of Management – Erasmus 
University, advisor to the IUCN Commission on Ecosystem Management (CH), and serves on several boards 
of environmental organizations. In 2016, he headed the Top 100 list of sustainability leaders in the 
Netherlands. willem.ferwerda@commonland.com 
 
Manuel Guariguata is CIFOR’s Principal Scientist on tropical forest ecology and forest management for 
production and conservation, and he leads CIFOR’s Latin American Hub in Lima, Peru. Before joining CIFOR 
he was a forest researcher at CATIE, Costa Rica, where he also worked as a Professor of Conservation Biology 
in the graduate programme. Manuel also served as Environmental Affairs Officer at the Secretariat of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, where he facilitated intergovernmental deliberations on forest biodiversity 
and climate change. Manuel is particularly interested in management for multiple goods and services of both 
natural and restored forests, mainly from a biophysical perspective but also considering regulatory and 
normative aspects. He also works towards enhancing the quality of forestry education in developing countries. 
He received his MSc from the University of Florida and his doctorate from Yale School of Forestry and 
Environmental Studies.  m.guariguata@cgiar.org  
 
Victoria Gutierrez is the Head of Global Policy at Commonland. She is responsible for the development and 
delivery of the foundation’s global policy and advocacy strategy. She is a senior land-use change and landscape 
restoration expert with more than eight years of strategy formulation and science-policy-practice integration 
in the international NGO sector. Previously, she worked for nine years in social science research at the 
University of West London in the UK. She holds a PhD in primate behavioural ecology from the University 
Complutense of Madrid, Spain. Her previous positions include Chief Science Officer and, before that, Director 
of Reforestation projects within the NGO WeForest, working in Tanzania, Kenya, Ethiopia, Zambia, Burkina 
Faso, India, Indonesia and Brazil.  victoria.gutierrez@commonland.com 
 
John Herbohn is Professor of Tropical Forestry at the University of the Sunshine Coast, Queensland, 
Australia. His research is focussed on reforestation and restoration of tropical areas and spans social, 
economic, biophysical and policy disciplines. A focal point of his research is reforestation systems that 
improve livelihoods and food security of smallholders in developing countries. His work involves 
transdisciplinary approaches in both research and on-ground reforestation and restoration efforts. He is an 
advocate of evidence-based policy and the need to engage with policymakers to advocate policy change. He has 
published widely in the fields of tropical forest ecology, forest economics, forest policy and the social aspects of 
community and smallholder forestry systems. Dr Herbohn has worked extensively in the Philippines, tropical 
Australia and Papua New Guinea, along with other countries in the Asia-Pacific region. He is also Foundation 
Director of the USC Forest Research Institute and the Tropical Forests and People Research Centre. 
jherbohn@usc.edu.au 
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Carlos Hernando Rodriguez León is the principal investigator of the Amazon Institute of Scientific 
Research SINCHI. He is a Biological Sciences PhD candidate at the Universidad de la Amazonia in Colombia. 
He serves as coordinator of the Ecological Restoration network in Amazonia, President of the IV Colombian 
Congress of Ecological Restoration and I Amazon International Symposium of Ecological Restoration. He has 
extensive experience in research projects for ecological restoration and productive sustainability in the 
Colombian Amazon. crodriguez@sinchi.org.co   
 
Douglass F. Jacobs is the Fred M. van Eck Professor of Forest Biology in the Department of Forestry and 
Natural Resources at Purdue University. Dr Jacobs earned his MSc degree from the University of Georgia, 
PhD from Oregon State University, and BA from Emory University. His research focuses on seedling nursery 
propagation, field site preparation, and planting of forest trees to facilitate reforestation and ecological 
restoration. He also studies silviculture of trees bred with pest resistance in order to develop restoration 
strategies for threatened native trees. He serves as the Director of the Tropical Hardwood Tree Improvement 
and Regeneration Center (TropHTIRC) based in Hawaii, where he leads an integrated research/extension 
programme to promote the restoration of ecologically and economically important endemic forest trees. He 
serves as Editor-in-Chief of the international journal New Forests, and coordinator of the International Union 
of Forest Research Organizations’ (IUFRO) research groups on Restoration of Degraded Sites and Whole Plant 
Physiology. He is a Purdue University Faculty Scholar and received the University’s Spirit of the Land-Grant 
Mission Award. djacobs@purdue.edu  
 
Promode Kant holds a PhD in Climate Change and Forestry, a Master’s in Physics and in Forestry, and a 
postgraduate diploma in wildlife conservation and management. Dr Kant has more than three decades of 
experience in the Indian Forest Service related to forest administration and management, forest-tribe 
interface, wildlife management, coastal zone and wetland conservation, climate change, international 
environmental conventions, and corporate management of tea plantations and factories, among other areas. 
Between 1997 and 2002 he was responsible for steering the tribal communities in India’s northeast towards 
increased sustainability of shifting agriculture, better management of non-timber forest products, and creating 
a knowledge base for their intellectual property rights. He has had extensive experience of international 
negotiations in environment and forest-related conventions, and in 2018 he led the drafting of India’s 
National Forest Fire Action Plan. Dr Kant has written more than 50 papers on forestry and climate change-
related issues, and has been a co-author of a number of books. promode.kant@gmail.com   
 
Adriana Kfouri has more than 20 years of experience in marketing, communication and fundraising for the 
non-profit sector, having also worked with the private sector. She has a Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration and Foreign Trade, with postgraduate degrees in Market Communications and Environmental 
Management, and an MBA in Strategic Agribusiness Management. Adriana has specialized in managing 
communications for the non-profit sector, with extensive experience in socio-environmental projects for 
organizations in the healthcare, education and environmental and sustainability sectors. She has been working 
for TNC for nine years and currently manages the Mantiqueira Iconic Place project, that aims to create the 
enabling conditions to restore 1.2 million hectares by 2030 in 284 municipalities in the region. Prior to 
holding this position, Adriana led the Institutional Development of The Nature Conservancy Brazil and Latin 
America. akfouri@tnc.org  
 
Michael Kleine is a professional forester and holds Master’s, Doctoral and Habilitation degrees from the 
University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna, Austria. Since 1985 he has been working as 
a consultant in international development cooperation for GIZ/Germany, FAO, the European Commission 
and others, in long- and short-term assignments in economically-disadvantaged countries, mostly in tropical 
and subtropical regions of Asia and Africa. His work has revolved around sustainable forest management of 
natural forests and timber plantations (i.e. forest and land use planning, growth and yield modelling, 
silviculture, forest certification, carbon accounting), forest organization and forest policy. After moving back to 
Austria in 1998 he continued his work in tropical and subtropical regions through advisory services and 
capacity development, particularly in science-policy interactions, forest management planning and field 
training in forest resources assessment, forest landscape restoration, and strategic planning for sustainable 
forestry. Since 2001 Michael has been coordinating the Special Programme for Development of Capacities 
(SPDC) of the International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO), and in 2010 became its Deputy 
Executive Director based at IUFRO headquarters in Vienna, Austria. kleine@iufro.org   
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Jeremy Leggett is a social entrepreneur and author. He is founder and a director of Solarcentury, a 
developer of solar energy in more than a dozen countries on four continents, and winner of a Queen’s Award 
for Enterprise in Innovation. He is also founder and chair (2006-2020) of SolarAid, a charity set up with five 
percent of Solarcentury’s annual profits, that endeavours to build solar lighting markets in Africa, and is itself 
a parent to SunnyMoney, a non-profit social venture and winner of a BITC Unilever Global Development 
Award. An Entrepreneur of the Year at the New Energy Awards, he has been described by the Observer as 
“Britain’s most respected green energy boss”. He was the first Hillary Laureate for International Leadership in 
Climate Change, is a CNN Principal Voice, has won a Gothenburg Prize, and a Royal Dutch Honorary 
Sustainability Award. In an earlier phase of his career he was an earth scientist consulting in the oil industry. 
In March 2020 he began a new project, Bunloit Wildland project, which will build an holistic, biodiverse 
carbon sink on the slopes above Loch Ness.  jeremyleggett@me.com 
 
Stephanie Mansourian has dedicated her career to environmental conservation. She has been an 
environmental consultant for the last 15 years and is also a research associate at Geneva University, 
Switzerland. Her work in the last 25 years has spanned several environmental topics, including restoration, air 
pollution, environmental governance, protected areas and sustainability partnerships, among others. She was 
at the forefront of the development of forest landscape restoration (FLR) at the time when she was managing 
WWF’s related programme. Since then, and based on her observations of FLR programmes and projects, she 
carried out her PhD specifically on governance challenges related to FLR. In her work, she takes an integrated 
approach and seeks to span disciplines wherever possible. As a consultant her clients include NGOs, 
conventions, UN agencies and foundations. Her voluntary commitments include as a board member of the 
Audemars Watkins Foundation and the Society for Ecological Restoration, and as deputy coordinator of the 
IUFRO Task Force on ‘Transforming forest landscapes for future climates and human well-being’. She has 
published three books and authored several articles in peer-reviewed journals. 
smansourian@infomaniak.ch  
 
Manuel Peralvo is a researcher at the Consortium for the Sustainable Development of the Andean 
Ecoregion (CONDESAN). Manuel is a geographer and has 20 years of experience in the study of coupled 
human-environmental systems in the Andean region. His main area of work is the integration of concepts and 
methodologies from different disciplines including land system science, landscape ecology, political ecology to 
address challenges related to the promotion of sustainability goals and the strengthening of natural resource 
governance at different scales. Currently, he leads the Landscapes and Rural Livelihoods thematic area at 
CONDESAN and coordinates different projects with an emphasis on the articulation of environmental 
monitoring in decision-making at local to national scales, and coordinates the research component of a 
regional programme focused on Andean Forests and Climate Change, financed by the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation and implemented in the seven countries of the region. 
manuel.peralvo@condesan.org  
 
Chris J. Spray is a Senior Research Fellow and Emeritus Professor of Water Science and Policy at the 
UNESCO Centre for Water Law, Policy & Science, University of Dundee, UK. He is currently a Trustee and 
past Chairman of Tweed Forum, and has been working in the Tweed and elsewhere in the UK and globally on 
river restoration for more than 30 years. He was the Director of Environmental Science for the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency, one of the founding directors of the UK River Restoration Centre, and a past 
Chairman of the Freshwater Biological Association. He currently holds two ministerial appointments, as 
chairman of the UK’s Special Protection Area & Ramsar Scientific Working Group, and as a Board member of 
the Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park. Working with Tweed Forum and the Scottish Borders 
Council, he produced the Framework Land Use Strategy for the Scottish government pilot study on the Tweed. 
C.J.Spray@dundee.ac.uk 
 
John A. Stanturf is Visiting Professor at the Institute of Forestry and Rural Engineering at the Estonian 
University of Life Sciences, and restoration specialist with InNovaSilva, a Danish consulting firm. Recently he 
retired as a Senior Scientist with the US Forest Service, Center for Forest Disturbance Science. His research is 
focused on restoration, disturbance, climate change adaptation, and bioenergy. He earned his MSc and PhD in 
Forest Soils from Cornell University and his BSc from Montana State University. Awards include an Honorary 
Doctorate from the Estonian University of Life Sciences, the Distinguished Science Award from the Chief of 
the Forest Service, and Distinguished Service Award from the International Union of Forest Research 
Organizations (IUFRO). He has conducted research in temperate and tropical forests in North and South 
America, Europe and Asia. He worked on REDD+, climate change vulnerability and related issues in Africa 
through consultancies with the US Agency for International Development. He continues to consult and 
conduct training through IUFRO on forest landscape restoration in support of the Bonn Challenge. 
drdirt48@gmail.com 
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Barbara Vinceti is Senior Scientist at the Alliance of Bioversity International and the International Center 
for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) within a research programme on biodiversity for food and agriculture. She 
holds a MSc in Forestry and a PhD in tropical forest ecology. She has been working on conservation and 
sustainable use of forest genetic resources, and more recently on forest landscape restoration, with a particular 
interest in the potential role of indigenous food tree species in mitigating dietary gaps, primarily in West 
African countries. Barbara is based at the Alliance headquarters in Rome, Italy. 
b.vinceti@cgiar.org   
 
Sarah J. Wilson is a forest geographer with a background in ecology/biology (MSc, BSc) and tropical 
forests, restoration, and livelihoods (PhD). Her work focuses on the social and ecological drivers and outcomes 
of tropical restoration and reforestation. Through her research, she aims to identify ways to maximize forest 
recovery and conservation in rural landscapes while enhancing local people’s wellbeing, and the sustainability 
of their livelihoods. Sarah has extensive experience leading papers and projects that bridge the natural and 
social sciences, and research and practice, including co-founding three international communities of practice 
and publishing in ecological, social science, and interdisciplinary journals. She has also consulted for and 
contributed to works by international environmental agencies including the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature, Conservation International, the International Tropical Timber Organization and the 
World Resources Institute. She has worked with community-based forest restoration and conservation 
enterprises around the world including in montane cloud forests in Andean Ecuador and the Nepalese 
Himalaya, and in the lowland jungle in Guatemala’s Peten. sjwil@umich.ed  
 
Rene Zamora Cristales is a Senior Associate for the Global Restoration Initiative of WRI’s Food, Forest, 
and Water Program. He leads the research agenda and knowledge products for Initiative 20x20, a country-led 
effort aiming to bring 50 million hectares of degraded land in Latin America and the Caribbean into 
restoration by 2030. Rene also serves as a courtesy Assistant Professor at Oregon State University. Rene’s 
previous work included developing economic optimization models and investment analysis for private 
companies in strategic, tactical and operational forest planning. This included the design and implementation 
of landscape management plans in Guatemala, Mozambique, Chile and the USA. He also worked as a lead 
researcher for the Northwest Advanced Renewables Alliance to assess the economics and sustainability of 
aviation biofuel production from forest harvest residues in the Pacific Northwest region. Rene holds a BSc 
degree in Forest Engineering from Universidad del Valle de Guatemala, a MSc degree in Forest Resources with 
an emphasis on Forest Economics and Wood Products from Universidad Austral de Chile, and a PhD in Forest 
Engineering from Oregon State University. In 2019 the board of the International Union of Forest Research 
Organizations (IUFRO) awarded René with the Global Outstanding Doctoral Research Award in recognition of 
his outstanding individual scientific achievements and to encourage further work within the fields of forestry. 
rene.zamora@wri.org  
 


