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Project description 

Biodiversity loss is one of major crises the contemporary world faces. The loss of species and habitats 

evolves at an unprecedented pace leading to enormous ecological, economic and social consequences. 

Efforts from a broad range of stakeholder groups are needed to bend the curve from biodiversity loss to 

biodiversity recovery. However, biodiversity proves to be a concept that is difficult to grasp for the broader 

public. This is problematic in itself since, as Baba Dioum already put it in 1968, "In the end we will conserve 

only what we love, we will love only what we understand, and we will understand only what we are 

taught."  

In this project, we will explore how UU employees, students and alunmni perceive the biodiversity crisis 

and what they think they can do to bend the curve. We want to explore their mental models (or systems 

perceptions) concerning the loss and restoration of biodiversity using a novel tool for mapping mental 

models: M-Tool .  

For this project, we are looking for a student assistant who can help us with developing the research 

materials and collecting the data. The student assistant will also be invited to help with the data analysis 

and paper writing. The assistant will be able to conduct all tasks from home if needed due to the Covid-

19 situation.  

 

Job requirements 

We are looking for a motivated student who wants to gain experience in conducting research in the field 

of environmental psychology and transition studies. The applicant should have good communication 

skills and be a team player. Knowledge about mental models is welcomed.  
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