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Introduction of the Active Learning Space 

The Active Learning Space is one of the Future Learning Spaces developed at Utrecht 

University. This innovative space is designed to facilitate student-centered, 

collaborative and active learning. The tables are electrically adjustable in height and 

can be used at both sitting and standing height. The tables are arranged in a circle in 

the room and, unlike traditional workgroup spaces, the lecturer stands more in the 

middle. From the center, the instructor can easily observe the learning process of all 

groups and “join” all tables to guide students. A monitor is attached to each group 

table, to which students can connect a laptop (of their own) via an hdmi/usb-c cable. 

Students can thus collaborate on an assignment or project on this monitor. 

In this guide, you will read more about the features of the Active Learning Space and 

how to use its facilities. If you have not yet experienced the Active Learning Space for 

yourself, or if it has been a while, we recommend that you contact fls@uu.nl prior to 

your scheduled education. For example, you can get a tour of the space to observe 

and possibly try out the facilities. 

The Active Learning Space is suitable for a variety of learning activities, and to get the 

most out of the space, we encourage you to take another look at your course design; 

what learning objectives do you want students to achieve and what learning activities 

do you want to use for that purpose? The space facilitates and encourages activities 

such as project-, challenge- and game-based learning and lends itself perfectly for 

active learning activities. Think, for example, of working together on group 

assignments, exchanges between groups of students or work forms that involve 

physical activity. Inspiration for active or new learning activities can be found on the 

Teaching and learning collection. If you would like didactic support in (re)designing 

your course, please contact fls@uu.nl. We are happy to help you. 

The Active Learning Space is an experimental space and is constantly being evaluated 

by its users. Therefore, we will regularly ask teachers and students to contribute to 

evaluation, for example through surveys or focus groups. If you have comments 

about how you think this space could be improved, please also feel free to contact 

fls@uu.nl yourself. 

We have done our best to inform you in this manual about everything you need when 

using this space. Are you missing something, is something not clear or not correct 

(anymore)? Please let us know! By now you probably know how to reach us: fls@uu.nl.  

mailto:fls@uu.nl
https://teaching-and-learning-collection.sites.uu.nl/learning-activities/
mailto:fls@uu.nl
mailto:fls@uu.nl
mailto:fls@uu.nl
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Characteristics of the Active Learning Space 

 

• 5 electrically adjustable tables 

• 5 monitors (attached to each group table) 

• 1 mobile monitor on wheels 

• Tables and chairs on wheels for flexibility 

• 5 height adjustable “wobble stools” as additional seating options 

• Whiteboards across entire width of short sides 

• No central teacher 'attention wall' 
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Setup of the Active Learning Space 
 

 

 
The tables and chairs are in the above standard layout. However, the chairs and tables 

contain wheels, making the setup flexible to move around. 

 

For more photos and explanations, see Active Learning Space - Future Learning Spaces - 

Utrecht University 

 

  

https://www.uu.nl/en/education/future-learning-spaces/learning-spaces/active-learning-space
https://www.uu.nl/en/education/future-learning-spaces/learning-spaces/active-learning-space
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Support 

 

Prior to class 

Would you like support beforehand? Do you want on-site explanations and the 

ability to practice beforehand to be well prepared? And/or would you like didactic 

support in (re)designing your teaching to get the best out of the Active Learning 

Space? Then make an appointment via fls@uu.nl. 

At the start of the lesson 

Would you like someone to help you with technical support before/at the start of 

your teaching? Then contact the Campus & Faculties (C&F) department in advance 

via the SelfServicePortal on Intranet. Choose AudioVisual Support to make an 

appointment before/at the start of your scheduled lesson. 

If there are problems with the Active Learning Space equipment; please contact 

the following number: (030 253) 9595 (Campus & Facilities). 
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Starting the Lesson 

 

Starting the lesson in the Active Learning Space is very easy, because there is no 

“attention wall” with a presentation screen/board to get started, nor is there any 

furniture with a computer for the teacher. 

As a teacher, do you still want to present something during class? Then there are 

two options: 

1. You can connect your own laptop directly to one of the group monitors. The 

content will then be visible only on that particular screen. In this case, you 

would then have to ask the students to all join you at one of the group 

monitors. 

2. The other option is to create a Teams meeting and invite the students 

who have their laptops connected to the monitor. 

Important: make sure the microphone (and camera) of the instructor and 

students are off so there will be no loud beeping. 

 

Hybrid/ Remote Teaching 

 

This space can also have limited hybrid use; the setup for this is part of the 

experimental nature of Future Learning Spaces. Active Learning is the focus in 

this space; if there are one or a few remote students, they can join on-site 

groups through Teams. These remote students then do not form a separate 

online group but are part of an on-site group and can collaborate as a group.  



 

 7 

Leaving the Room 

 

Before leaving the room check the following: 

- Make sure the tables and chairs are set up according to the sample setup. 

- Make sure the whiteboards are cleaned. 

- Make sure no trash is left behind. 
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Finding the Active Learning Space 

 

The Active Learning Space is located in the Androclus Building at the Utrecht 

Science Park (Yalelaan 1). Follow the map below to find the space. 

You can pick up the key at the reception desk of the Androclus building should 

the room be closed. 
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