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Project description 

Just sustainability transitions refer to processes of change that aim to create more sustainable societies 

by improving the quality of life of present and future species within ecological limits. They have the 

explicit goal of (a) improving the quality of life of current and future species within ecological 

boundaries and (b) eliminating injustices that are triggered or exacerbated by unsustainability and its 

underlying causes. But: Who decides what is just? And for whom is it just? Who is allowed to participate 

in these decision-making processes? and who benefits from the decisions made? Moreover, what are 

the connections and tensions between ecological sustainability and socio-economic justice concerns? 

If these questions catch your attention, then you might be interested in the many different questions, 

shades, and dilemmas of just sustainability transitions.  

 

Many different researchers at Utrecht University are working on understanding the relations between 

justice and sustainability across different faculties, perspectives and approaches. So far, much of this 

knowledge and experience has remained implicit, dispersed, and disconnected. This project aims to 

map what different researchers, teachers and students are doing in connecting justice and 

sustainability, and how these different forms of knowledge and experience relate and how they can 

possibly complement one another. If you are interested in this topic, you are invited to support us in 

our interdisciplinary research project on mapping research and education on just sustainability 

transition.  

 

Within the project, you are invited to help us in:  

a) mapping research and education on just sustainability transitions in different empirical fields 

that is conducted at Utrecht University. 

b) getting in touch with a diversity of research teams and approaches and their understandings 

of justice.  

c) support us in designing and conducting workshops on just sustainability transitions so that 

researchers, teachers and students working on these topics can share and learn from each 

other.  

d) help ‘translate’ abstract and theoretical concepts on justice and sustainability into more 

accessible examples, illustrations and images that more students and researchers can relate 

to and identify with.  

 

Job requirements 

The most important job requirement is that you are interested and motivated to dive deep into the 

complexity and contentedness of concepts such as justice and sustainability. You should enjoy reading 

and discussing, have a critical and analytical mindset, and have a good proficiency in English. We are 

looking forward to getting to know you.   


