STATEMENT REGARDING POLICE VIOLENCE ON CAMPUS, 19 May 2025

*Note: This statement is inspired by and in parts cites verbatim other colleagues’ statements, first and foremost the statement made
by the Contesting Governance platform. We stand with colleagues that have for a long time now spoken out against violence and
injustices.

As hosts and members of the Special Interest Group JUPITA (Justice, Power and
Transformative Action in Sustainability) we want to speak out against the use of police
violence against our students on 19 May 2025. We denounce the decision by the
University Executive Board to call the police on its students, again, on 19 May 2025,
while being aware of the police’s track record of using violence against peaceful
demonstrations in relation to this matter.

At JUPITA, we understand just sustainability transitions as inherently political and
transformative processes of transformative change that aim to create more sustainable
societies not only by improving the quality of life for present and future generations
within planetary boundaries but also by dismantling the injustices triggered or
exacerbated by unsustainability and its underlying power structures. These transitions
are not only about environmental thresholds, but also about who has power, who is
allowed to speak, who is heard, and who is harmed in the name of “neutrality.” This
means amplifying grassroots resistance, promoting institutional reform, and
challenging the broader systems of domination that connect ecological destruction
with social oppression. Ongoing instances of police violence, whether overt or gradually
normalised, disregard community-centred forms of care and accountability. We are
concerned with the growing suppression on the right to protest in Europe, including the
Netherlands (see last year’s Amnesty report).

On May 19, peaceful protesters, with their hands raised, were hit repeatedly by the
police with batons on campus. The police showed no sign of seeking to employ non-
violent means, to de-escalate the situation, or of being open to dialogue with the
protestors. Utrecht mayor Sharon Dijksma has since indicated that this violence was
not part of the instructions given to the police, but this did not prevent the beating of our
students and colleagues. We deem this violence used by the police in Utrecht to have
been an unnecessary and disproportionate response to a peaceful protest.

Instead, we urge the CvB to commit to the safety of all our students, which is essential
to exercise their democratic right to protest, freedom of assembly, and freedom of
speech. Human rights law protects the right to protest as long as it is done peacefully,
also when disruptive of some educational activities. Thereby, we urge the CvB to
seriously engage with the students’ demand to cut ties with Israeli institutions complicit
in genocide, which we support.

We welcome the recent statement by Utrecht University's Executive Board and Deans,
acknowledging students' concerns over Gaza and recognizing "genocidal violence" as
well as the Municipality of Utrecht’s recent decision to officially describe the situation in
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Palestine as genocide. However, these statements have not led to meaningful policy
change, demonstrated by the continued partnerships with Israeli institutions.

On May 16, two student parties together obtained more than 50% of the votes in the
University Council elections, and both campaigned in favor of UU cutting all ties with
Israeli institutions complicit in the violations of the rights of the Palestinian people.
Utrecht University is not solely its Executive Board, it is the academic community: its
students and staff. We stand in solidarity with our students as they courageously
advocate for justice and equality and exercise their democratic rights.

Finally, we want to highlight three public statements in line with our colleagues'
ambitions to shape university decisions:

1. Utrecht university staff statement: we condemn police violence and demand

accountability — cut ties with Israeli institutions complicit in genocide now
2. 65+ Utrecht University full professors petition (see https://tinyurl.com/mr25n95d

for an updated list): UU must stop and check all current collaborations with

Israeli institutions
3. Faculty, employees, researchers and alumni of various public universities,

academies of applied sciences and research centres across the Netherlands

state: Urgent plea to Dutch higher education institutions: Cut ties with
genocide and refuse police on campus!

We were inspired by the statement made by the Contesting Governance platform and

the statement of the Transforming Cities Community, Copernicus Institute of

Sustainable Development Special Interest Group on Futures.

Issued by: Esther Jansen, Kristina Bognher, Luana Kiehl, Arianna Paterino, Nikolett
Puskas, Flor Avelino

This statement has been issued by members of the JUPITA Special Interest Group and in
particular the organising team, which may not reflect the views of all of those
participating in our wonderful community.
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