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What is FIP?
Feline Infectious Peritonitis (FIP) is a serious, often fatal disease in cats caused by a mutation of the feline 
coronavirus. This virus is completely different from the coronavirus that causes COVID-19 in humans. Cats 
cannot catch COVID-19, and humans cannot get FIP from cats.

How common is it?
The feline coronavirus is widespread worldwide. In some groups of cats, especially pedigree cats and multi-
cat households, 50-90% can be infected. Usually, the virus causes no symptoms or only mild diarrhea.

Who is most at risk?
• Young cats (usually under 2 years old)
• Pedigree cats such as British Shorthairs, Ragdolls, Siberian Forest Cats
• Multi-cat households
• Cats that recently experienced stress, e.g. due to moving, illness, or changes in the household

What does FIP look like?
 FIP has different forms:
• Wet FIP: fluid accumulation in the abdomen or chest, causing a swollen belly or breathing problems
• Dry FIP: inflammation in organs, sometimes with eye or neurological symptoms (like behavioral

changes or balance problems)
 These forms can also occur together.

How is FIP diagnosed?
FIP is difficult to diagnose. The veterinarian looks at the full picture: history, symptoms, blood tests, 
ultrasound, and sometimes fluid or tissue samples. A 100% certain diagnosis is often not possible, so careful 
examination is very important.

Treatment of FIP: What’s new?
In recent years, a safe and effective antiviral drug called GS-441524 has become available. Traditionally, 
treatment lasts 12 weeks (84 days). This medication can be given as a suspension (liquid), making treatment 
less stressful than injections.

What are we studying in this trial?
We are testing whether a shorter treatment period of 42 days is as effective as the usual 84 days. This could:
• Reduce stress for your cat, as fewer visits are needed
• Lower medication costs
• Save time and effort for you as the owner
Preliminary results from other studies are promising.
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What does the treatment involve?
• Daily medication in liquid form for 42 days
• Regular check-ups at the vet after 2, 6, and 10 weeks
• Physical exams and blood tests to monitor health
• Weekly weighing of your cat at home to ensure correct dosing
• Intensive care at the clinic if the disease is severe

Where can you register?
 This study is conducted at these clinics in the Netherlands:
• AniCura diergeneeskundig verwijscentrum Dordrecht and Haaglanden Rijswijk
• AniCura Medisch Centrum voor Dieren, Amsterdam
• AniCura verwijscentrum de Tweede Lijn, Zwolle
• Diergeneeskundig specialistisch centrum de Wagenrenk, Wageningen
• Evidensia Dierenziekenhuis Amsterdam, Amstelveen
• Evidensia Dierenziekenhuis Arnhem
• Evidensia Dierenziekenhuis Barendrecht
• Evidensia Dierenziekenhuis Hart van Brabant, Waalwijk
• Universiteitskliniek voor Gezelschapsdieren, Utrecht
• Veterinaire Specialisten, Vught
Your vet can refer you for intake and diagnosis. The follow-up visits also take place at these clinics to carefully
monitor progress and decide if treatment can be stopped after 42 days.

What are the costs?
Costs depend on the severity of the disease and your cat’s weight. On average, treatment costs several 
thousand euros, including medication and check-ups.

Why participate in this study instead of using illegal medication?
Illegal medication, as the name suggests, is illegal. You do not know what you are buying, and there is no 
veterinary supervision. Moreover, the costs are often similar to legal medication.
This study investigates whether a shorter treatment duration of 42 days is as effective as the standard 84 days. 
Preliminary results from other studies are hopeful and show that 42 days of treatment may be just as 
effective. This means less time, less stress for your cat, and lower costs. By participating, you help not only 
your own cat but also contribute to scientific research that may help future cats.

Tips for visits to the vet

• Use a sturdy and easy-to-clean carrier
• Cover the carrier with a familiar blanket or towel
• Optionally spray Feliway in the carrier 30 minutes before the visit
• Discuss calming medication for stress with your vet (such as Bonqat or gabapentin)
• Let your cat get used to the carrier at home so it doesn’t become a “hospital place”

Contact and questions
If you have questions or want more information, please contact one of the participating clinics. 
We wish you and your cat lots of strength and health!




