CONFERENCE PROGRAM

Date: Thursday, June 12, 2025
Venue: Utrecht University, Marinus Ruppertgebouw, Room C

Morning Session: Keynotes and Panel Discussion (09:00-12:30)
09:00-09:30 — Welcome and Opening Remarks

09:30-10:15 — Keynote 1: Collaboration in System Transitions

Speaker: John Mugo — Executive Director, Zizi Afrique

Theme: John Mugo will explore the role of collaboration in transforming education systems,
focusing on life skills education. He will highlight successful partnerships among universities,
NGOs, donors, and government institutions, presenting effective models from Kenya and
beyond.

10:15-10:30 — Reflections and Audience Q&A
10:30-10:45 — Coffee Break

10:45-11:30 — Keynote 2: Perspectives on Life Skills Education

Speakers: Maria de Haan — Professor of Intercultural Education, Utrecht University & Jackline
Nyerere — Senior Lecturer and Researcher, Kenyatta University

Theme: Together, Maria de Haan and Jackline Nyerere will reflect on the meaning and
evolution of life skills education across time and continents. Drawing on diverse project
experiences, they will explore life skills education's varied interpretations and implementations
and consider what can be learned for future applications in different contexts.

11:30-11:45 — Reflections and Audience Q&A

11:45-12:30 — Panel Discussion: The Impact of Decolonization

Speakers: David Alelah — Senior Officer, Learning, Zizi Afrigue Foundation; Jackline Nyerere —
Senior Lecturer and Researcher, Kenyatta University;

Theme: This central panel will reflect on the keynote themes with a particular emphasis on the
role of decolonization in educational reform. Panelists will examine how global knowledge
exchange can foster equity and justice. Active audience engagement will be encouraged.

12:30-13:30 — Lunch Break



Afternoon Session: Hands-on Workshops and Keynote (13:30-17:00)

13:30-14:30 — Workshop 1: NGO Strategies for Life Skills Education — Best Practices and
Diverse Approaches

Facilitators: Tomohisa Miyamoto (Aflatoun) & Tjitske de Groot (Utrecht University)
Description: Designed for NGOs, researchers, and students with different life skills
programmes, this workshop will explore best practices and varied approaches to life skills
education. It will focus on program design and strategies for engaging stakeholders, especially
government institutions, to advocate for system change. Participants will share experiences
through expert introductions and interactive activities.

13:30-14:30 — Workshop 2: Navigating ‘Decolonization’ in International Research Partnerships
Facilitators: John Mugo (Zizi Afrique) & Maria de Haan (Utrecht University)

Description: This workshop will explore' decolonization' for international research
collaboration. Discussions will center on how African perspectives are represented in theory,
publishing, and funding, and what this implies for more equitable global partnerships.

14:30 - 14:45 — Break (to switch sessions)

14:45-15:45 — Workshop 3: Monitoring, Evaluation, and the Role of Research in System
Change

Facilitators: Paul Schopfer (Utrecht University), Tomohisa Miyamoto (Aflatoun), Jackline
Nyerere (Kenyatta University)

Description: This session will focus on the role of research, monitoring, and evaluation in
driving system change in education through international collaboration.

14:45-15:45 — Workshop 4: Contextualizing Learning Models and Theories of Change
Facilitators: David Alelah (Zizi Afrigue Foundation) & Mauro Giacomazzi (Luigi Giussani
Foundation)

Description: This workshop will explore ‘learning’ as a deeply social, cultural, and institutional
process within educational system change. Participants will reflect on how learning models and
theories of change can be adapted to fit diverse settings.

15:45-16:00 — Break with refreshments

16:00-17:00 — Keynote 3: Research as a Catalyst for Change

Speaker: Joost de Laat - Managing Director Social Sciences Group, Wageningen University &
Research and professor in Global Economic Challenges

Theme: Joost de Laat will discuss how research drives systemic change in life skills education,
from developing measurement tools to integrating life skills into curricula. He will share insights
from ongoing research initiatives to inform policy and practice.



