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-DI Calendar 2026
All inclusive

WHY THIS CALENDAR?

At Utrecht University, we strive for an inclusive, diverse, and safe study and work
environment for all staff and students. In the EDI Calendar, you will find many
commemorative and awareness days, as well as holidays related to culture, ethnicity,
religion, gender identity, disability, or sexual identity. We hope that the EDI Calendar for
2026 can serve as an inspiration when planning activities.

DO YOU HAVE ADDITIONS OR QUESTIONS?

We have carefully compiled the EDI Calendar. However, we are aware that the overview
may not be complete. If you notice a significant day missing or have questions or
comments about the descriptions, we would love to hear your feedback and suggestions.
Please contact edi@uu.nl.

Note: The calendar does not grant staff and students the right to opt out of work or
study-related activities on religious holidays, except for the official national

holidays in the Netherlands.

For staff: Everyone is entitled to one day, or two half days, of

freely disposable leave per year. You may decide for yourself EDI CALENDER 2026

on which significant moment you take leave, in consultation IN OUTLOOK

with your supervisor. You can register the freely disposable Would you like to add the dates to
leave via mijn.uu.nl. Additionally, you can discuss with your your own Outlook calendar? You can
supervisor the possibility of swapping a Christian holiday for download the calendar as an ICS file
another (religious) holiday that is significant to you. (login required). Additional information

is provided in the description of
each calendar item.
Download the EDI Calendar
for Outlook



mailto:edi%40uu.nl?subject=
https://login.uu.nl/nidp/saml2/sso
https://www.uu.nl/en/organisation/equity-diversity-inclusion/activities/edi-calendar
https://www.uu.nl/en/organisation/equity-diversity-inclusion/activities/edi-calendar
https://www.uu.nl/en/organisation/equity-diversity-inclusion/activities/edi-calendar
https://www.uu.nl/en/organisation/equity-diversity-inclusion/activities/edi-calendar
https://www.uu.nl/en/organisation/equity-diversity-inclusion/activities/edi-calendar
https://www.uu.nl/en/organisation/equity-diversity-inclusion/activities/edi-calendar
https://www.uu.nl/en/organisation/equity-diversity-inclusion/activities/edi-calendar
https://www.uu.nl/en/organisation/equity-diversity-inclusion/activities/edi-calendar
https://www.uu.nl/en/organisation/equity-diversity-inclusion/activities/edi-calendar
https://www.uu.nl/en/organisation/equity-diversity-inclusion/activities/edi-calendar

JANUARY

NEW YEAR’S DAY ¢ JANUARY 1ST

New Year's Day is the day on which the beginning
of the new year is celebrated. In the Western world,
this day falls on 1 January, whereas in other cultures
it falls on different dates. It is customary for people
to wish each other well for the new year and to
make resolutions.

WORLD BRAILLE DAY ¢ JANUARY 4TH
This day celebrates and honours the life and work
of Louis Braille. He was the inventor of braille, a
system that enables people with visual impairments
to read and write.

EPIPHANY ¢ JANUARY 6TH

This day commemorates the Biblical event (Matt.
2:1-18) of the three wise men from the East who
saw a rising star and followed it. They arrived in
Bethlehem and found Jesus, the newborn King of
the Jews.

COPTIC CHRISTMAS ¢« JANUARY 7TH
Coptic Christmas, also known as Coptic Orthodox
Christmas, is one of the most important holidays for
the Coptic Orthodox Church. This celebration marks
the birth of Jesus Christ and begins after a 43-day
fasting period known as Advent. Coptic Christmas

is celebrated not only in Egypt but also by Coptic
communities worldwide, such as in Ethiopia and
Eritrea.

INTERNATIONAL HOLOCAUST
REMEMBRANCE DAY ¢ JANUARY 27TH
International Holocaust Remembrance Day is
observed annually on 27 January. On this day,

the Holocaust is commemorated, during which
approximately six million Jews were killed through
genocide. Other victims of the Nazi era, such as the
Sinti and Roma, are also remembered.




FEBRUARY

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Black History Month is a month dedicated to
recognising important people and events in the
history of the African diaspora. Black History Month
was first celebrated in the Netherlands in 2011.

INTERNATIONALE DAY OF

WOMEN AND GIRLS IN SCIENCE -
FEBRUARY 11TH

The International Day of Women and Girls in
Science is an annual celebration aimed at promoting
equal access for women to science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM).

MAHA SHIVRATRI ¢ FEBRUARY 15TH
AND 16TH

Maha Shivratri is a Hindu festival celebrated
annually in February or March in honour of the god
Shiva. According to the Hindu calendar, the festival
is observed on the thirteenth or fourteenth day
after the full moon.

RAMADAN « FEBRUARY 17TH TO
MARCH 19TH

Ramadan (the month of fasting) is considered the
most holy month of the Islamic Hijri (lunar) calendar.
It is a month of tolerance, charity, fraternity,
reflection, and forgiveness. Believers devote extra
attention to their faith during this period. Fasting is
seen as a means of soul purification and thanking
Allah for His blessings. Ramadan is the ninth month
of the Islamic calendar and lasts for thirty days.

LUNAR NEW YEAR * FEBRUARY 17TH
Lunar New Year, also known as Chinese New Year
or Spring Festival, is the most important holiday
in China. Each year, Chinese New Year falls on

a different date because it is linked to the lunar
calendar. The holiday period is also celebrated
under the name Lunar New Year in other Asian
countries such as Vietnam, South Korea, and
Singapore.

ASH WEDNESDAY * FEBRUARY 18TH

Ash Wednesday is a day of prayer and fasting

in many Western Christian denominations. It is
preceded by Shrove Tuesday and marks the first day
of Lent, the six weeks of penitence before Easter.

WORLD DAY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE »
FEBRUARY 20TH

This day was established by the United Nations in
2007 to draw attention to inequality worldwide. The
aim is to promote equal treatment for all people
regardless of race, gender, religion, age, or culture.




MARCH

WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH

Women'’s History Month, established in 1987 in
the US, celebrates the valuable contributions
and history of women. March is also National
Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month,
aimed at promoting awareness, respect, and
acceptance of people with disabilities.

UN ZERO DISCRIMINATION DAY -
MARCH 1ST

Zero Discrimination Day was established by the
United Nations (UN) and is celebrated annually on

1 March. The day aims to promote equality before
the law and in practice in all UN member states.
Everyone has the right to a full and productive life in
dignity and free from discrimination.

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR WOMEN
OF COLOUR * MARCH 1ST

On the International Day for Women of Colour,
attention is drawn to the sometimes challenging
position of women of colour worldwide. The day
originates from the National Institute for Women
of Color, a US-based advocacy organisation for the
rights of these women.

PURIM ¢« MARCH 2TH TO MARCH 3TH
Purim is a spring festival during which Jews
commemorate the escape of their people from a
genocide in fifth century BCE Persia.

WORLD HEARING DAY « MARCH 3RD
World Hearing Day focuses on the theme of hearing
loss. On this day, involved organisations take the
time to raise awareness about hearing loss and
hearing protection worldwide.

EQUAL PAY DAY « MARCH 4TH (US)
On this day, attention is drawn to the fact that
women still earn less than men on an annual basis.
They must work longer to achieve the same salary.

HOLI - MARCH 4TH

Holi is an important Hindu festival celebrated as
the festival of colours, love, and spring. During Holi,
people celebrate the eternal and divine love of
Radha and Krishna.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY -
MARCH 8TH

International Women's Day is celebrated annually
on 8 March to recognise the struggle and solidarity
of women worldwide. It is a global day celebrating
the social, economic, cultural, and political
achievements of women. The day also marks a call
to action to accelerate gender equality.

ARUBA DAY ¢ MARCH 18TH

Aruba Day is the day that Arubans in the
Netherlands celebrate their “Dia di Himno y
Bandera” (Day of the Anthem and Flag). On 18
March, a national holiday in Aruba, people of
Aruban descent celebrate that the island of Aruba
has its own anthem and flag. The flag of Aruba,
along with the anthem (Aruba Dushi Tera), was
officially adopted on 18 March 1976. On that date
in 1948, the Netherlands granted Aruba the right
to become autonomous within the Kingdom of the
Netherlands.

EID-AL-FITR « MARCH 19TH TO
MARCH 20TH

Eid-al-Fitr is one of the most important Islamic
holidays. It celebrates the end of the fasting month
of Ramadan - Eid al-Fitr literally means the festival
of breaking the fast. Muslims go to the mosque
and gather with family and friends, among other
activities, to share a festive meal.

NOWRUZ « MARCH 20TH

Nowruz, also known as Persian New Year, is the
most important holiday in Iran. This holiday marks
the beginning of the new year according to the
Persian calendar. Nowruz is also celebrated in
other countries with Persian influences, such as
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and parts of Central Asia.
Festivities include house cleaning, preparing special
dishes, visiting family and friends, and performing
traditional rituals such as lighting bonfires and
setting a Haft-Seen table.

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE
ELIMINATION OF RACIAL
DISCRIMINATION ¢ MARCH 21ST

On the International Day for the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination, the victims of the Sharpeville
massacre in South Africa on 21 March 1960 are
commemorated. Peaceful protesters against
apartheid were killed in this tragic event. Although
this event was a turning point that led to democracy
and equality in South Africa, we must continue to
fight against racism worldwide.
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
REMEMBRANCE OF THE VICTIMS OF
SLAVERY AND THE TRANSATLANTIC
SLAVE TRADE « MARCH 25TH

The International Day of Remembrance of the
Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade
is an international day of remembrance declared by
the United Nations in 2007 and observed annually
on 25 March. The day aims to raise awareness
about the history of the transatlantic slave trade
and the dangers of racism and prejudice.

INTERNATIONAL TRANSGENDER DAY
OF VISIBILITY « MARCH 31ST

The International Transgender Day of Visibility is

a day to raise awareness about the discrimination
faced by transgender people worldwide. Since 2009,
the day has been observed annually on 31 March.
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APRIL

SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH
April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month. This
month focuses on raising awareness and preventing
sexual violence, harassment, and abuse.

PASSOVER ¢ APRIL 1ST TO APRIL 9TH
During Passover, Jews commemorate their slavery
and celebrate the exodus from Egypt. The Seder
meal, eaten on the first evening, is the focal point
of the celebration. Various foods are presented

on a large plate, each symbolizing events from the
Passover story.

WORLD AUTISM AWARENESS DAY -
APRIL 2ND

World Autism Awareness Day is an internationally
recognised day observed annually on 2 April. It
encourages UN member states to take measures to
raise awareness and increase acceptance of autism
worldwide.

GOOD FRIDAY ¢ APRIL 3TH

Good Friday is a Christian day commemorating the
crucifixion of Jesus and his death at Calvary. The
observance occurs during Holy Week as part of the
Easter Triduum (the three-day period leading up to
Easter Sunday).

EASTER SUNDAY AND MONDAY -

APRIL 5TH AND 6TH

Easter, also known as Pascha or Resurrection
Sunday, is a Christian holiday commemorating the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead, three days after
his crucifixion

INTERNATIONAL ASEXUALITY DAY -
APRIL 6TH

International Asexuality Day is a global campaign
day to celebrate asexuality, show solidarity, and
provide education.

WORLD HEALTH DAY e« APRIL 7TH
Poverty, lack of education, ineffective health policies,
and inadequate healthcare contribute to many
diseases and problems. The purpose of World
Health Day is to address these issues, as well as
diseases that remain taboo topics.

VAISAKHI « APRIL 14TH

Vaisakhi, also known as Baisakhi, is a traditional
harvest festival celebrated by Sikhs and Hindus.
The festival marks the beginning of the Punjabi
New Year and commemorates the year 1699 when
Sikhism was established as a collective faith. It is
celebrated annually on 13 or 14 April.

NATIONAL ANTI-BULLYING DAY -
APRIL 19TH

On this day, an initiative by Stop Bullying Now, extra
attention is given in the Netherlands to combating
bullying. The impact of bullying on victims, bullies,
bystanders, and witnesses is highlighted.

KING'S DAY ¢ APRIL 27TH

King's Day is a national holiday in the Kingdom of

the Netherlands, celebrating the King's birthday. If
27 April falls on a Sunday, King's Day is celebrated
the day before. If the Dutch monarch is a woman,

the holiday is called Queen'’s Day.

WORLD DAY FOR SAFETY AND HEALTH
AT WORK ¢ APRIL 28TH

World Day for Safety and Health at Work is an
initiative by the International Labour Organisation
(ILO). The ILO urges governments, employers,

and workers to prioritise workplace safety and
health, recognising it as a fundamental right for all
employees.




MAY

LABOUR DAY « MAY 1ST

Labour Day is an important holiday celebrated
worldwide in honour of the working class and their
contributions to society. This day originates from the
labour movement of the late 19th century, which
fought for better working conditions, such as the
eight-hour workday. It is a day to recognise workers’
rights and remember the ongoing struggle for fair
working conditions and social justice globally.

BUDDHA DAY « MAY 1ST AND 2ND
Buddha's Birthday, or Buddha Day, is a Buddhist
and Hindu festival celebrated in Nepal, India, and
most of South and East Asia. It commemorates the
birth of Prince Siddhartha Gautama, who became
Gautama Buddha and founded Buddhism.

REMEMBRANCE DAY  MAY 4TH

During the National Remembrance Day on 4 May,
we commemorate the victims of World War Il and
subsequent wars and peacekeeping missions. At
20:00, the entire Netherlands observes two minutes
of silence. The National Remembrance ceremony
takes place at the National Monument on Dam
Square in Amsterdam.

LIBERATION DAY « MAY 5TH

On 5 May, the day of the German army’s surrender
in the Netherlands, we celebrate the liberation of
the Netherlands in 1945 and the liberation of what
was then the Dutch East Indies. This day also reflects
on the value of freedom, democracy, and human
rights.

HIDIRELLEZ « MAY 5TH AND 6TH

Hidirellez is a significant festival in Turkey and the
Balkans, celebrated annually on 5 and 6 May to mark
the arrival of spring. It is based on ancient traditions
and symbolises the meeting of the prophets Hizir
and llyas. Celebrations include outdoor picnics,
creating wish trees, lighting bonfires, and dancing.
Besides Turkey, this holiday is also observed in
countries like Albania, North Macedonia, and parts
of Greece.

ASCENSION DAY « MAY 14TH

According to the Bible, Jesus Christ rose from the
dead on Easter. Forty days later, he ascended to
heaven, which is celebrated as Ascension Day. It is,
along with Easter and Pentecost, one of the major
ecumenical feasts of the Christian churches and a
symbol of hope.

INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST
HOMOPHOBIA AND TRANSPHOBIA -
MAY 17TH

The International Day Against Homophobia and
Transphobia is a day where organisations worldwide
highlight the social undesirability of discrimination
and violence based on sexual orientation, gender
identity, expression, or sex characteristics. The date
of 17 May was chosen because the World Health
Organisation officially removed homosexuality from
the list of internationally recognised diseases on that
day in 1990.

SHAVUOT  MAY 21ST TO MAY 23RD
Shavuot is the Jewish Feast of Weeks, celebrated
exactly seven weeks after the first day of Passover. It
marks the giving of the Jewish holy book, the Torah.

WORLD DAY FOR CULTURAL DIVERSITY
FOR DIALOGUE AND DEVELOPMENT
MAY 21ST

The UN's World Day for Cultural Diversity for
Dialogue and Development is an opportunity to
promote culture and highlight the importance

of diversity as a means for inclusion and positive
change.

GLOBAL ACCESSIBILITY AWARENESS

DAY  MAY 21ST

The goal of Global Accessibility Awareness Day is
to raise awareness about digital accessibility and
inclusion and the global impact on over a billion

people with disabilities.

PENTECOST « MAY 23RD AND MAY 24TH
Pentecost is a two-day Christian festival that

begins on the fiftieth day after Easter Sunday. It
commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon
the apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ
while they were celebrating the Feast of Weeks in
Jerusalem.

EID-AL-ADHA  MAY 25TH TO MAY 28TH
Eid al-Adha, or the Festival of Sacrifice, is the most
important festival for Muslims. It is celebrated in
remembrance of the prophet Abraham, who was
willing to obey Allah by sacrificing his son Ishmael.
The Festival of Sacrifice lasts four days and falls on
the tenth day of the Hajj month.




JUNE

LGBTQI+ PRIDE MONTH

This month focuses on the emancipation of the
queer community. Pride Month originated after
the Stonewall riots in New York City, a series of gay
liberation protests in 1969. Since then, Pride Month
has been celebrated in more and more countries.

UTRECHT CANAL PRIDE * JUNE 6TH

The main goal of the Utrecht Pride Foundation is

to increase the visibility of LGBTQI+ organisations.
Through a boat parade through the Utrecht canals,
the foundation aims to show LGBTQI+ individuals
that they can be proud of who they are and who
they love. The parade seeks not only to promote
acceptance but also to enhance the emancipation of
LGBTQI+ people.

NEURODIVERSITY PRIDE DAY -

JUNE 16TH

Neurodiversity Pride Day is an annual celebration
of pride for neurodivergent people and the beauty
they bring to a predominantly neurotypical society.
The day is for and by neurodivergent people and
their allies.

WORLD REFUGEE DAY * JUNE 20TH

On World Refugee Day, an initiative by the United
Nations, we focus on the rights, needs, and dreams
of all people worldwide who are fleeing war,
violence, or oppression. The aim is to raise public
and political awareness of the issue and mobilise
resources.

PINK SATURDAY- JUNE 27TH

Pink Saturday is an annual, nationwide event
celebrating and promoting the visibility, acceptance
and emancipation of the LGBTIQA+ community in
the Netherlands.

JULY

KETI KOTI ¢ JULY 1ST

On 1 July, Keti Koti (pronounced: Kiti Koti)
commemorates the abolition of slavery. Keti Koti
means “broken chains” and refers to the shackles
with which enslaved people were bound. On 1 July
1863, slavery was officially abolished in the Dutch
(former) colonies, but a large number of enslaved
people had to work on the plantations for another
ten years. On Keti Koti, you wish each other “Wan
Switi Manpasi Dey” (a happy emancipation day).

DIA DI HIMNO | BANDERA CURACAO »
JULY 2ND

Dia di Himno i Bandera, also known as the Day of
the Anthem and the Flag, is an important national
holiday in Curagao. On Dia di Himno i Bandera, the
Curacaoan flag is raised and the national anthem is
sung during official ceremonies and festivities. This
day is an opportunity for people on the island to
show pride in their national identity and heritage.
Besides Curacao, Dia di Himno i Bandera is also
celebrated on other islands in the Caribbean that
share historical ties with the Netherlands.

INTERNATIONAL NON-BINARY
PEOPLE'S DAY ¢ JULY 14TH

International Non-Binary People’s Day aims to raise
awareness about non-binary gender identities and
the challenges non-binary people face. It provides
a platform to celebrate the diversity in gender
expression and to advocate for inclusivity and
respect for gender diversity.

WORLD PRIDE ¢ JULY 25TH TO

AUGUST 8TH

World Pride is one of the largest LGBTQ+ events
globally, increasing visibility and awareness of
LGBTQ+ issues internationally. World Pride includes
parades, marches, festivals, and other cultural
activities such as human rights conferences.



AUGUST

THE INDIES REMEMBRANCE »

AUGUST 15TH

The Indies Remembrance, is an annual day of
reflection on the victims of World War Il in the
former Dutch East Indies and its aftermath. During
the Indies Remembrance, ceremonies are held to
honour the victims of the war and the subsequent
struggle for independence. This includes both
military personnel and civilians who suffered under
Japanese occupation, the Bersiap period, and the
ensuing unrest and migration. The remembrance
provides an opportunity for descendants of the
victims and other interested parties to come
together, mourn, and keep the history alive.

RAKSHA BANDHAN « AUGUST 28TH
Raksha Bandhan literally means “bond of
protection.” It is a traditional Hindu ceremony that
celebrates the love between brothers and sisters.
During the ceremony, girls tie a protective thread,
called a rakhi, around their brother’s wrist (or
someone they consider as a brother) and ask for
protection and love. Upon accepting the rakhi, the
brother promises to always be there for his sister.

SEPTEMBER

ROSH HASHANAH ¢ SEPTEMBER 11TH
TO SEPTEMBER 13TH

Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New Year. At the
beginning of autumn, when the harvest is in, Jews
close the old year and start the new year with a
celebration. It is a solemn festival where Jews try
to make amends for their mistakes and resolve
disputes. To start the new year sweetly (and
therefore well), it is customary to eat an apple
dipped in honey.

YOM KIPPUR ¢ SEPTEMBER 20TH AND
SEPTEMBER 21ST

Yom Kippur, also known as the Day of Atonement, is
generally observed with a day of reflection, prayer,
and fasting. Followers of the Jewish faith attend
religious services and refrain from eating from
sunset to sunset (25 hours).

THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF SIGN
LANGUAGES * SEPTEMBER 23RD
International Sign Language Day has been
celebrated annually worldwide since 2018. The

day recognises the importance of sign language

in ensuring that no one is restricted or denied
communication. There are more than 300 sign
languages worldwide. There is also an international
version.

SUKKOT ¢ SEPTEMBER 25TH TO
OCTOBER 2ND

Sukkot, or the Festival of Booths, is a Jewish
festival lasting seven days, based on the Torah.

It commemorates the period when the Israelites
wandered in the Sinai desert for forty years under
God's protection, living in temporary shelters or
huts.



OCTOBER

DIVERSITY DAY « OCTOBER 6TH

On Diversity Day, held on the first Tuesday of
October, companies organise various activities to
highlight diversity. When you can be yourself, you
can fully utilise your talents. By making room for
others, everyone can contribute uniquely.

WORLD DYSLEXIA DAY « OCTOBER 8TH
Dyslexia is often still viewed as a limitation. On
this day, attention is also given to the advantages
of dyslexia, with a focus on knowledge sharing,
empowerment, and stimulating research.

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY -
OCTOBER 10TH

World Mental Health Day focuses globally on mental
health, providing space for education, actions,
discussions, and advocacy against social stigma.

COMING OUT DAY « OCTOBER 11TH
Coming Out Day, or National Coming Out Day,

is an annual LGBTQ+ awareness day supporting
individuals who are openly expressing their sexual
orientation or gender identity for the first time.

WHITE CANE DAY « OCTOBER 15TH

On this day, international attention is drawn to
increasing understanding of how people with visual
impairments navigate streets and public buildings.
The day highlights the independence of those with
visual impairments, with the white cane symbolising
this autonomy.

INTERNATIONAL PRONOUNS DAY -
OCTOBER 21ST

International Pronouns Day, observed annually on
the third Wednesday of October, raises awareness
about the correct use of pronouns that reflect
gender identity, such as he/him, she/her, they/
them, and others. Initiated in 2018, the day aims to
promote inclusivity and respect in language for non-
binary, transgender, and gender-diverse individuals
globally, encouraging greater awareness and open
discussions about gender identity.

INTERSEX AWARENESS DAY -

OCTOBER 26TH

Intersex Awareness Day focuses on raising
awareness about intersex individuals, who are born
with variations in sex characteristics that do not

fit typical definitions of male or female. This day
highlights the fight against discrimination, stigma,
and unnecessary medical interventions often
experienced by intersex people, aiming to promote
understanding and acceptance of gender diversity
and sex characteristics.




NOVEMBER

DIWALI - NOVEMBER 8TH

Diwali, also known as Deepavali or the Festival of
Lights, is one of the most significant festivals in
Hinduism, originating in India. It symbolises the
spiritual victory of light over darkness, good over
evil, and knowledge over ignorance. Diwali means ‘a
row of lights'.

INTERSEX DAY OF REMEMBRANCE °
NOVEMBER 8TH

Intersex Day of Remembrance is a day for reflection
and raising awareness about intersex individuals
who have been victims of discrimination, stigma,
and violence due to their intersex traits. On

this day, events are held worldwide to highlight

the challenges faced by intersex people, such

as forced medical interventions and societal
misunderstanding.

INTERNATIONAL TRANSGENDER DAY
OF REMEMBRANCE « NOVEMBER 20TH
International Transgender Day of Remembrance

is an annual observance held on 20 November to
honour transgender individuals who have lost their
lives due to violence.

DECEMBER

WORLD AIDS DAY « DECEMBER 1ST
World AIDS Day is an international day dedicated to
raising awareness about HIV and AIDS. On this day,
solidarity is shown worldwide with those living with
HIV and AIDS. World AIDS Day provides a platform
for education on prevention, treatment, and
support for people with HIV/AIDS.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES « DECEMBER 3RD
The International Day of Persons with Disabilities
aims to encourage discussion about human rights
and equal opportunities for people with disabilities
at all levels. The day was established by the United
Nations in 1992.

SINTERKLAAS OR PAKJESAVOND -
DECEMBER 5TH

Sinterklaas, or Pakjesavond, is celebrated in the
Netherlands on 5 December. Many people celebrate
Pakjesavond with their family, friends, or loved
ones, exchanging handmade poems and gifts.
Traditional treats such as pepernoten, chocolate
letters, and other festive sweets are also part of the
celebration.

PURPLE FRIDAY « DECEMBER 11TH
Increasingly, colleges and universities participate
in Purple Friday (the second Friday of December),
demonstrating that diversity should be the norm
and that no one should be excluded for who they
are. It is a day to show solidarity with the LGBTQI+
community.

INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS DAY -
DECEMBER 18TH

On this day, an initiative of the United Nations, the
rights of migrants are highlighted. Governments,
businesses, and NGOs reflect on what migrants
contribute to the economy and society, and what
support is needed for their reception.

YALDA NIGHT « DECEMBER 21ST

Yalda Night, also known as Chelle Night, is a
celebration of the longest night of the year. This
festivity dates back to ancient Persian traditions and
marks the winter solstice. On Yalda Night, family
and friends gather to celebrate with special dishes,
and the night is marked by singing, dancing, and
storytelling.



CHRISTMAS « DECEMBER 25TH AND
26TH

Christmas is a Christian religious and cultural
celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, primarily
observed on 25 December, Christmas Day. Many
Dutch households have a decorated Christmas
tree, and people enjoy a festive meal with family or
friends. In many Northern European countries, 26
December is also a public holiday.

NEW YEAR'S EVE - DECEMBER 31ST

New Year's Eve is celebrated annually on the last
day of the year. It is the evening before New Year’s
Day, which marks the beginning of the new year
according to the Christian calendar. One of the
most well-known traditions is setting off fireworks
at midnight. New Year's Eve and New Year's Day are
collectively known as ‘Oud en Nieuw'.
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