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Project description 

The Netherlands experiences a major wildlife comeback. Several ungulate species, are recolonizing or 

strongly increasing in numbers, while others, such as the European bison, semi-domestic grazers or beaver 

have been (re)introduced. In the Netherlands, high numbers of wildlife live in extremely urbanized and 

densely populated environments and humans-wildlife interactions are increasing. There are conflicting 

views within society on these interactions. Some celebrate the comeback as a major conservation success, 

emphasizing that wildlife positively benefits ecosystems and human well-being. Others emphasize 

negative impacts on economic sectors such as agriculture, on conflicting biodiversity targets, and on 

zoonotic disease spread. Research on human-wildlife interactions have predominantly focused on conflict 

situations, with limited research conducted on the benefits of human-wildlife interactions (e.g. Buijs & 

Jacobs 2021; Lozano et al. 2019). Thus, to facilitate coexistence it is important to understand how people 

perceive human-wildlife interactions. In this assistantship we will develop and test a citizen science app 

where citizen scientist can record reports encounters with wildlife. In this app citizens can report each 

interaction and provide information about the species, location, the nature of the interaction and how 

they experienced the interaction. As an example, the project can be developed in iNaturalist (Drake et al. 

2021). The main aim of the Bright Minds Assistantship is to have a proof of concept of the app by the end 

of the assistantship. The assistant will i) research the possible platforms available to build the app and 

choose the most fitting one; ii) build the citizen science app; and iii) test the app in the field. The Bright 

Minds Assistantship will be part of the research project WildlifeNL. 

 

Job requirements 

We are looking for an enthusiastic student with an interest in human-nature relations. Experience with 

GIS is preferred. There is the possibility to follow-up on the assistantship with a Master thesis project. 
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