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Project description 

It is widely accepted that air transportation makes up a significant part of greenhouse gas emissions, es-

pecially in the industrialized countries in the Global North. Air transportation is also closely related to 

consumption profiles of the higher income-categories in the richer countries, where personal emission 

profiles generally correlate with high income and excessive wealth. Air transportation has multiple pur-

poses, ranging from business travel to holiday travel and migration-related travel; it also includes various 

forms of cargo transportation that carry items such as cut flowers or tropical fruits to Europe. Many of 

these flight movements need to be drastically and rapidly curtailed to eventually reach net-zero green-

house gas emissions by 2045-2050. However, despite this urgency of halting climate change, air transpor-

tation has even rebounded after a short period of Covid-19-related lockdowns; and individual instances 

of “flight-shaming” have not yet let to a massive change in consumer behavior.  

All this shows that achieving the much-needed transition to a global society with much fewer flight move-

ments is essentially a problem of governance and policymaking. Yet so far, policies and systems of gov-

ernance are utterly failing. To develop new and innovative governance proposals for national, regional, 

and global policies to reduce flight movements is the goal for this research project for a dedicated Bright-

Minds Student Assistant, who is interested in pursuing detailed research on the political, legal, and eco-

nomic dimensions of flight-related transition policies. We will focus on three types of unsustainable flight 

movements: (1) short-distance flights on trajectories where equivalent high-speed trains are available, 

such as Amsterdam-Paris; (2) long-distance cargo flights that transport products that are less vital from a 

sustainability perspective, such as cut flowers; and (3) private jet flights by wealthy individuals for which 

airports are providing special landing spaces and supply provisions. For each of these three types of flight 

movements, we will analyze the current barriers to more sustainable choices, with the aim of turning 

these findings into concrete policy advice with a focus on European decision-makers and social move-

ments. If possible, we will try to publish the results of our work in a leading sustainability journal.  

This project will not only target academic research and outputs, but also engage, from its start, the com-

munity of emerging civil society organizations that lobby for more restrictive policies on unsustainable 

flight movements. Civil society organizations will help us design the research program, and our findings 

will directly be fed into social movements, national and European policy processes, and the media.  

 

Job requirements. This project requires a Bright Minds student with a background in sustainable devel-

opment and a specialization in earth system governance. Interest in engaging with civil society organiza-

tions is an added condition. 
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