
Transdisciplinary Field Guide 

Practical Toolkit

When should you use these resources? 
When creating the outputs of your research projects 

including both academic and stakeholder-oriented 

outputs. 

Ask yourself…

• What are the key findings and insights we want to 

communicate? 

• Who is the audience and what are their needs and 

expectations? 

• What are the limitations and weaknesses?

• How are we contributing to the transdisciplinary 

research field?  
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Resources for Delivering Research and Practical Outputs 

Resources: 

Public Engagement at Utrecht University 

How to Talk to Non-specialist Audiences

Public engagement is one of the themes of the Open Science Programme at Utrecht University. You

can find several tools for support, measuring impact and training (for UU researchers and support

staff) related to public engagement here.

Explaining your project to a non-specialist audience can require some special skills and adjustments

to the way you communicate your findings. This article by Nature Physics outlines the most

important steps that you can take when talking to a non-specialist audience. This skill is also useful

for submitting your research for a publication and/or a website or sharing your findings in the form

of a blog.

This guide is for academics, staff and graduate students committed to

research that is socially relevant and engages societal actors. It is for those

open and curious about new ways of working and producing knowledge.

Storytelling for Sustainability

Using narrative and storytelling can be a really effective technique for conveying your message to

diverse stakeholders. You can read more about how to create a coherent and easy-to-follow story

around your project here, regardless of its form (talks, presentations, exhibitions, etc.)

How to Use Narrative and Storytelling

Storytelling is particularly relevant for sustainability projects and can be leveraged to respect

ecological limits. You can dive deeper into the practicalities of storytelling through this guide by the

Embedding Project in which they explain the importance of narrative for sustainability and share

practitioners’ experiences with this technique.

https://www.uu.nl/en/research/transdisciplinary-field-guideDeveloped by UU

https://www.uu.nl/en/organisation/public-engagement-at-utrecht-university/how-to-engage-0
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41567-021-01473-z
https://www.publicengagement.ac.uk/sites/default/files/publication/how_to_use_narrative_and_storytelling.pdf
https://embeddingproject.org/pub/resources/EP-Storytelling-for-Sustainability.pdf
https://www.uu.nl/en/research/transdisciplinary-field-guide

