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Core(s)/
Periphery(ies)

World powers beyond borders
Geopolitical power (US & China)

Corporate power

- control beyond ownership
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Open Source

Keep employees happy

Access reusable code for private
software

Get users’ feedback in advance

Profit from developers’

Microsoft VS Code Facebook React Native Google Tensorflow

ole

Offer adjacent or complementary
services

Create and control an EeeSAE

Become the norm and SEEIReS

ern sourcing [l )= NN daglolelElN, and

because there's still significant work to
turn our models into products, because
there will be other open source models
available anyway, (...) more specifically,
there are several strategic benefits. (...)
more compute efficient to operate due
to all the ongoing feedback, scrutiny, and
development from the community. (...).
Second, open source software often
becomes an industry standard, (...) on
building with our stack, that then
becomes easier to integrate new
innovations into our products. That’s
subtle, but the ability to learn and
improve quickly is a huge advantage and
being an industry standard enables that.
Third, open source is hugely popular
with developers and researchers. (...) so
this helps us recruit the best people at
Meta, which is a very big deal for leading
in any new technology area. And again,
R I\AsEWERU nigue data and build
unique product integrations EINAYEVANe
providing infrastructure like Llama as

open source [l ahg=lo[S[=NolSIdnsF11a
advantaged




nvestments

Double dip:

Access to the technology
Steer tech + lock-in

Building/strengthening their spheres
of control

See: Rikap Dynamics of Corporate Governance Beyond Ownership in Al

Number of Al

Artificial intelligence ( + AddtomyFT

UK data centre start-up Nscale strikes $14bn
Microsoft deal in push for IPO

Nvidia-backed Al cloud group secures huge new contract as chief executive eyes public
listing in ‘back end of next year’

NVIDIA and Intel to Develop Al Infrastructure and
Personal Computing Products

Intel to design and manufacture custom data center and client CPUs with NVIDIA|
NVLink; NVIDIA to invest $5 billion in Intel common stock

September 18, 2025

NVIDIA

Funder funded companies
Techstars 263
Y Combinator 207
Google 136
ug an ay 101
Antler 73
Alumni Ventures 73
Sequoia Capital 67
Innovate UK 59
Creative Destruction Lab (CDL) 51
Microsoft 50 I
Andreessen Horowitz 50
Intel 44 I
National Science Foundation 44
MassChallenge 43
Gaingels 43
Amazon 39 I
TIPS Program 38
Khosla Ventures 36
Insight Partners 36
500 Global 35
European Innovation Council 34
NVIDIA 32 I
Bpifrance 30
Pioneer Fund 29
Entrepreneur First 27

Source: Crunchbase February 2024.
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y Fortinet Inc. | Ver /.4,

DevOps (6957)
Machine Learning (4843) Yk 77720 AWS reviews | 15 external reviews

Data Products (4770) @ Free Trial
Business Applications (4130) Starting from $0.36/hr or from $1,920.00/yr (up to 69% savings) for software + AWS usage fees
Industries (3092) FortiGate-VM on AWS delivers next-generation firewall and VPN/SD-WAN capabilities for
. (0] f h | b | k b | Cloud Operations (2329) izati £ all sizes. | L K ; ;
G A M : 6 5 /0 O t e g O a m a I et + Ca eS organizations of all sizes. It enables broad network protection and automated security
loT (1107) management for consistent enforcement and visibility across your AWS VPCs and hybrid

¥ Delivery methods cloud infrastructure. FortiGate natively...

[] Professional Services (12394)
[[J Amazon Machine Image (6753)
[J saas (5897)

Su permar ket [ Data Exchange (4639) B Snowflake

[ sageMaker Model (1061) PS: Professional Services (PS) delivers packaged services (e.g., QuickStart), migration

[] CloudFormation Template (536)
[[] Container Image (529)

L. ] Helm Chart (218)
BIfEIR=glioroduced, exchanged & [ SageMaker Algorithm (168)
[J Add-on for Amazon EKS (35) N CrowdStrike Falcon Endpoint Protection

i n th e I r Cl O U d S Show 1 More cnov\tmms By CrowdStrike

Professional Services & Training

services, and customized engagements. PS also offers dedicated Resident Solutions
Architects (and Partial Resident Solutions Architects) on long-term assignments to advise
customers, plan forward-looking...

Microsoft and UK Government
sign five-year agreement upport
new era of digital trans ation

Black boxes: use without access
- widespread dependences




Trump 2.0

Winning the Race

More Al'is more cloud AMER_[CA,S

Revoked Biden’s Al executive order

ATACTION PLAN

DoD increased dependencefslgisif:@I=ldg

FY25: Microsoft, S1.5b / AWS $S0.5b
Future: S200M Google

Pushing ElECRERERIeTeL US Al & cloud WHITE HO“SE UNVEII-S




Why do states L JECH
accept to
subordinate?

Al-driven {gelWiisRelgellNe

Zuckerberg’s Meta considered FS
sISwelleE] tech and econ (financial) . . . .
sha'rmg user data with China, e

whistleblower alleges N

Meta went to extreme lengths, including developing a censorship system, in

CloEInldrequires data & information a failed attempt to bring Facebook to millions of internet users in China,
technol OgieS according to a whistleblower complaint.
. . . March 9, 2025
Public admin’s daily work = | , “l
Warfare, police surveillance & genocide . Ec“
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*  MINISTES MINISTERK

N RIO N et 3
» & * —ﬁ" PARA LA TRANSICION ECOLOGICA
o DE AGRICULTURA, PESCA % te S RAF]

fg":’ Y ALIMENTACION AW Y 5 AeTe Daoninee

El Gobierno espaiiol se enfrenta a los 41 E| encanto de nuestra

incendios forestales usando ML e IA solucion AWS es que

podemos llevarla y
El Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentacién ap[icarl_a a muchos mas

ejecutados en AWS

ha optimizado las tareas de prevencién y extincion
de incendios forestales usando la capacidad
predictiva de la inteligencia artificial y la
flexibilidad de los servicios en la nube de Amazon

proyectos relacionados
con el medio ambiente

Green-tec

Web Services.

Faustino Sanchez
Mss informacién Jefe de Area de Andlisis
de Datos de la Subdireccion
General de Tecnologias
de la Informacién y las

Comunicaciones del MAPA

Planning an ecological “transition”

|A-solutionism

ﬂVe were an official partner h
Influencing how the ecological crisis is participated in [ g ORI
being measured e s throughout the

conference with public sector
leaders from the United States,

Deepening SE-Sle = oale[=ales on BT Europe, Africa, the Middle East,

and Asia (...) to showcase the OCTOBER 29, 2621
role that the technology sector
‘ can play in enabling climate
mitigation and adaptation./ Tapestry: X's moonshot for the

See: Rikap & Weko A green transition orchestrated from Big Tech clouds? (Google, 2023). electric grid




Digital
dependence
s political

Donald J. Trump
@realDonaIdTrump EU tech regulation

EU set to water down landmark Al act after Big
Regulation

Tech pressure
Before: Al uses Zuckerberg Pre —
mmission proposes pauses fo provisions in digital rule book
Now: against every regulation Taxes Before Ta.... . ...
OCTOBER 29, 2025
Promotion Trump’s Secret Trade
“Digital Public Infrastructure” Deals with M.&llaySIa
andCambodia
Revealed: Imperialist
Bullying on Behalf of
Big Tech, Other
Corporate Interests




Artificial intelligence L
Electricity use by 13 of the world’s largest data

centre operators more than doubled between i

Al boom sparks concer “ 517 050, 1

Consumptlon Annual electricity consumption by selected data centre operators, terawatt
hours, 2018-2022

Microsoft, Google and Meta are using more ' ggAmazon JGoogle JMicrosoft JMeta [ Digital Realty JiEquinix [ Alibaba
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Electricity demand 2023; thousands of terawatt-hours
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The Impact of Generative Al on Critica
Reductions in Cognitive Effort and C¢
Survey of Knowledge

Hao-Ping (Hank) Lee Advait Sarkar
Carnegie Mellon University Microsoft Research
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA Cambridge, United Kingdoj
haopingl@cs.cmu.edu advait@microsoft.com
Ian Drosos Sean Rintel
Microsoft Research Microsoft Research
Cambridge, United Kingdom Cambridge, United Kingdot
t-iandrosos@microsoft.com serintel(@microsoft.com
Nicholas Wilson

Microsoft Research
Cambridge, United Kingdot
niwilson@microsoft.com
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D I | I l workflows raises on Human F
Yokohama,

ills and practices.
45/370659

creative labourks

pchnical in
factors, a user’s task-specific self-confidence and confidence in learning” ]

questions a

the effort of doing so in GenAl-assisted tasks. Specifically, higher that includs

confidence in GenAl is associated with less critical thinking, while by Trithem|
higher self-confidence is associated with more critical thinking. and the Int
Qualitatively, GenAl shifts the nature of critical thinking toward Such corl
information verification, response integration, and task stewardship. gies can ar
Our insig, ig ves and opportunities for that ought

eveloping GenAl tools for knowledge work. of automat
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Intangibles extractivism: S&T from the peripheries
monetized by a few giants from the core.

Epistemic totalitarianism: the Al we got is the Al
they want = impact on labour




Digital are
control tech

In the workplace (Braverman, Beniger, Pasquinelli)
Disciplining effect of the division of labour
Separation of conception from execution

Between countries (incl military)

Dependency Theory: Development is conditioned by the core’s
monopoly of tech

What is new?

Control beyond ownership
S&T corporate planning: predation; epistemic totalitarianism

Presented by
GENERAL ELECTRIC

Twin extractivism

Digital chapter: customized control




TheA Register’ Q

PAAS + IAAS

v Microsoft's data

Digital

: ﬁ 4 sovereignty: Now with extra
S OVe re | g ﬂ ty e T 4 sovereignty!
MISTRAL A'DECROCHE Under shadow of US CLOUD Act,
Territory? UN CONTRAT HISTORIQUE Redmond releases raft of services to

AVEC L’ARMEE FRANCAISE calm customers in the EU

g Dirhard Cnaoand LCri 7 Nenws 20928 122992 1 ITC

Nationality?
62 NVIDIA > Shop Drivers Support @5

Siemens? Mistral? SAP?

Global Public Sector

Ii%=] @ t=I=)
==l

Industries / Global Public Sector ' . 'E : (& =)
Governance and democrac :

Public-led popular power
Ecosystemic planning

National Transformation
With Sovereign Al

Shaping the future of nations with domestic Al capabilities.

............




Core(s)/
Periphery(ies)

World powers beyond borders
Geopolitical power (US & China)
Corporate power

—> control beyond ownership

\What’s next?

Ecosystemic regulations
Build a public-led stack
Avoiding techno-solutionism




of Innovation

CAPITALISM, POWER AND
INNOVATION

INTELLECTUAL MONOPOLY CAPITALISM
UNCOVERED

Cecilia Rikap

A callective proposal by the Democratic and Ecological Digital Sovaraignty Coalition

Reclaiming
Digital
Sovereignty

A roadmap to build a digital
stack for people and the planet

LEAD AUTHORS

Edemilson Paran:
Paolo Garbaudo, Us iad Complistense do Madrid
Paris Marx, Host of Tech Won't Save Us

POLICY BRIEF
September 2025

A PROGRESSIVE ROADMAP
FOR EXPANDING EUROPEAN
DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY

ABSTRACT

This policy brief cullines an ecosystemic
and progressive roadmap for strengthening
Europe’'s digital sovereignty, understood
as an international endeavour thal goes
beyond simply expanding access to
digita! technologies. & orgues that digital
defred as the
control by states and their peopie of essential

also requires the capacty fo understand and
develop technologies with full awareness of their
environmental, sccial, economic, ethical and poltical
implications.

—_—
Buliding on this definiion and recognising that digial valve
chains are dominated by US and, 1o & Jesser extent, Chinese AUTHOR
Big Tech companies, the policy brief calls for the creation of a
publez-led, democratic, and paople-centred digital value chain of CECILIA RIKAF

stack that operates within planetary boundaries. It sets out why
suchan altemalive ecosystem is both neceasory and achievable,
and why the public sector shoud take the lead by estabiishing
democratic, public instiutions to govern it

As the policy brief concludes, more than over we need
technologies that empower people and respect the plasel
priontisng these goals over peivate profit, miltary objecti
and the geopoli ambitions of a small minority that

undemocratically wields global power. Whether the European

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
Union will1ise to this chalenge remains 2n open question.

Corporate Power il
in the Age of Al Cec' I la

and the Cloud Rikap

Friedrich
Ebert¢
Stiftung

Docomber 2024 Eapanol | Portugués
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