
 

CALL FOR ARTISTS: IMAGINING THE LOW-CARBON FUTURE THROUGH AN ART-SCIENCE 

INTERVENTION 

Recent catastrophic weather events and the 2021 IPCC report contributed to the mounting 

evidence that it is important to limit global warming. To achieve the goals of the Paris agreement 

and delimit global warming to well below 2°C, preferably 1.5 °C degrees, requires a stunning effort 

amounting to rapid and radical transformation towards a low-carbon society. But as climate 

impacts are becoming visible, it becomes increasingly hard to imagine true alternatives to a 

catastrophic future. This lack of ‘imaginaries’ of futures, that are both sustainable and just, 

hamper the transition.  

Inspired by these urgent questions, the Urban Futures Studio (Utrecht University) an art-science 

collaboration centered around imagining the low-carbon future. This collaboration between an 

artist and researchers from Utrecht University is aimed at collaborating towards an artistic 

intervention that will be staged at a public event after the conclusion of the residency in 2022. 

What does a low-carbon future look like and what are possible pathways towards this future? And 

in what way could an artistic intervention incite or support a more meaningful public debate? 

This collaboration is embedded in a PhD project on exploring new roles for climate modelling in 

imagining low-carbon futures. The artists will work closely with Lisette van Beek and the Urban 

Futures Studio to jointly explore possible ways to intervene in the climate debate, collaboratively 

identify possible art-science configurations and co-develop the intervention. This is part of the 

European research project Climaginaries, exploring and innovating new ways of imagining climate 

futures. The Jan van Eyck Academie in Maastricht acts as a supporting partner in this art-science 

collaboration. 

Imagining low-carbon futures through models and art 

One approach to explore low-carbon futures is through quantitative scenarios constructed with 

complex computer models. So-called integrated assessment models (IAMs) enable us to conceive 

of complex climate-society interactions that are otherwise incomprehensible for the human mind. 

IAMs also help us identify possible pathways towards the 1.5 °C target.   

https://www.uu.nl/en/research/urban-futures-studio
https://www.uu.nl/en/research/urban-futures-studio/initiatives/modelling-the-low-carbon-future
https://www.uu.nl/medewerkers/LMGvanBeek
https://www.climaginaries.org/
https://www.janvaneyck.nl/


However, these pathways are often characterized by technological solutions and economic 

instruments, ignoring potentially important socio-cultural changes. While some readers might be 

able to imagine different futures related to the complex graphs that form the output of such 

models, for others this might be abstract and non-inspirational. The arts have the capacity to 

conceive of more transformative changes and a much richer engagement with possible futures, 

drawing upon affective, ethical and spiritual dimensions of human experience. 

Rather than a different way of ‘communicating science’, this collaboration is interested in exploring 

more fruitful and richer configurations of modelling and art. Possible avenues to explore for such a 

configuration are for instance: Could we enable a deeper reflection on trade-offs and synergies 

that lie ahead in low-carbon transformations? How could the scope and scale of radical low-carbon 

transformations be rendered more imaginable? 

About the Urban Futures Studio 

The Urban Futures Studio is a transdisciplinary institute devoted to studying positive futures and 

ways to get there. We are a small group of researchers that explore existing futures practices as 

well as initiate experiments to imagine climate, energy and urban futures. Past examples of 

interventions include The Energetic Odyssey, the Post-fossil City Contest and the Carbon Ruins 

exhibition. 

Candidate profile 

Artists based in the Netherlands with an interest in and knowledge of the climate emergency and 

its (social, geopolitical, economical) effects are eligible to apply. Candidates have a strong ability 

to conceptualize possible futures, experience in staging artistic interventions, and know how to 

engage with different publics. Candidates have affinity with science and have experience with or 

are motivated to collaborate with researchers from a range of different backgrounds.  

Offer 

Embedded in the Urban Future Studio of Utrecht University, the art-science collaboration will 

involve conducting research, exploring various ways to engage different publics in imagining low-

carbon future, and co-developing an artistic intervention. 

• Collaboration period: March - August 2022 (6 months) 

• Total budget: 15,000 euro 

• The artist will have a desk at the Urban Futures Studio (Utrecht Science Park). 

• Access to experts from various backgrounds and disciplines from Utrecht University and 

beyond, access to the university library and other resources 

• Access to Lab facilities and expertise of the Jan van Eyck Academie in Maastricht for the 

production of the artistic intervention. 

• The language spoken is either English or Dutch 

 

 

 

https://www.uu.nl/en/research/urban-futures-studio/initiatives/2050-an-energetic-odyssey
http://postfossil.city/en
https://www.climaginaries.org/carbon-ruins
https://www.climaginaries.org/carbon-ruins


Application procedure 

To apply, please submit a single pdf (no larger than 10 MB) of the following materials, presented 

in English, to l.m.g.vanbeek@uu.nl  

• A motivational letter  

• A proposal (max 500 w.) explaining your approach to this art-science collaboration and the 

intervention 

• A curriculum vitae (max 2 pages) 

• Documentation of previous work (max 25 pages with 1 – 2 images per page. The 

presented material should not be older than 5 years). For voluminous files like videos, 

please insert links to Vimeo, YouTube or other channels to watch the materials. 

 

Application deadline 

Candidates can hand in their application until 9 January 2022 

Selection Process 

A joint committee of the Urban Futures Studio and Jan van Eyck Academie is responsible for the 

selection. Applicants will be notified by the Urban Futures Studio on the outcome.  

 

 

mailto:l.m.g.vanbeek@uu.nl

