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Regulations of the Board of Examiners of the Graduate School of 
Natural Sciences  
(rules pursuant to art. 7.12b, 3rd paragraph of the WHW)  

  
Regulations of the Board of Examiners, adopted by the Board of Examiners of the Graduate 
School of Natural Sciences at Utrecht University, on 25 June 2025.  
  

  
Preamble   
The Graduate School of Natural Sciences Board of Examiners consists of a central Board of 
Examiners and seven executive panels. These panels implement the examination policy 
independently within the frameworks set by the Central Examination Board of the Graduate 
School of Natural Sciences. The chairs of the panels, together with an independent chair and 
an external member, form the Central Examination Board of the School. The Central 
Examination Board functions as a framework and as a controlling body. It determines the 
examination policy and establishes the frameworks in the form of regulations and procedures. 
The Central Examination Board adopts the regulations of the Examination Board every year. In 
her supervisory role, she also monitors the quality of the decisions and the implementation of 
the examination policy by the chambers. Requests to the Board of Examiners are received 
centrally and are then assigned to the panels by the Examination Secretariat and the secretary 
to the Board of Examiners.  
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PARAGRAPH 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS  
  
Art. 1.1 − Scope  
These regulations apply to the tests and examinations of the master's programmes of the 
Graduate School of Natural Sciences.  
The terms described in the Education and Examination Regulations of these programmes also 
apply to these regulations.  
 

 art. 1.2 – Central Examination Board  
1. The Central Examination Board takes decisions by simple majority vote. If members are 

not present at the meeting, they will be given the opportunity to vote in writing for one 
week. In the event of a tie, the chair shall decide.   

2. The Central Examination Board members, consisting of the chairs of the executive 
chambers, together with an independent chair and an external member, are appointed by 
the dean of the faculty (Faculty Regulations Faculty of Science, art. 2). Appointments are 
made for a term of 3 years. A member can be appointed for a maximum of 3 terms.   

3. Decisions of the Board of Examiners are recorded in minutes. The minutes shall be 
approved at least by or on behalf of the chair.  

4. The Board of Examiners is supported in its work by an official secretary. He is not a 
member of the Board of Examiners. The official secretary is responsible for:  
1. preparing, convening and taking minutes of meetings;  
2. monitoring the implementation of decisions taken;  
3. communicating decisions to students and other stakeholders;  
4. preparing periodic reports;  
5. archiving processed requests, objections and decisions taken at Graduate School 

level.  
5. The official secretary is mandated to take decisions on the following requests. The official 

secretary must comply with the conditions set by the Board of Examiners.  
1. Including a profile in the examination programme  
2. Postponing the graduation date if it concerns situations as described in the OER  

6. The chair and all members of the Board of Examiners, with the exception of the external 
member, are authorised to sign. The Board of Examiners can mandate the official 
secretary to communicate and sign decisions of the Board of Examiners on behalf of the 
Board of Examiners. To this end, the Board of Examiners issues a written mandate to the 
official secretary, containing the frameworks and general instructions regarding the 
exercise of the mandated authority.   

7. The Board of Examiners takes a decision within six weeks of receiving a complete 
petition.  

8. The Board of Examiners determines the tasks, powers and working methods of the 
Chambers. It can mandate statutory tasks to the chambers.   

  
art. 1.3 – Executive panel: composition, method and method of decision  

1. The panels are responsible for the day-to-day affairs of the Board of Examiners for the 
programmes affiliated with the chamber.  

2. The following panels are active within the GSNS Board of Examiners, with the programmes 
that fall under them:  

  
Executive panels  Programme  
Artificial Intelligence  Master Artificial Intelligence  
Computer Science & Information Science  Master Computer Science, Master Game and  

Media Technology, Master Business  
Informatics, Master Human Computer  
Interaction, Data Science  

Applied Data Science  Master Applied Data Science  
History and Philosophy of Science  Master History and Philosophy of Science  
Mathematical Science  Master Mathematical Science  
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Chemical Science  Master Nanomaterial Science  
Master Sustainable and Circular Chemistry  

Physics  Master Theoretical Physics; Master  
Experimental Physics, Master Climate Physics  

  
1. Appointments shall be for a term of 3 years. A member can be appointed for a maximum 

of 3 terms. Members of the panel are appointed by the Central Examination Board. The 
selection criteria for the appointment of the chair of the Central Examination Board do not 
apply to this. 

2. The panel implements the examination policy for the programme(s) under its jurisdiction 
within the frameworks set for this purpose by the EER and the Central Examination Board. 
This includes the following tasks:  

1. the appointment of examiners (art. 1.5 paragraph 1 EER)  
2. supervising the course of events during tests (art. 2.1 and 2.2 EER)  
3. guaranteeing the quality of the assessment (art. 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 4.4 and 4.5 

EER)  
4. the granting of exemptions and approval of educational components (art. 5.1 and  

5.2 EER)  
5. determining graduation and the judicium (art. 6.1 EER)  
6. handling suspected fraud and plagiarism (art. 5.14 EER) 
7. making decisions on the basis of the graduation protocol (see art. 5.3 EER) 
8. deciding on requests for a testing provision in extraordinary circumstances (see 

art. 5.8 EER).  
3. The panel awards the diplomas and ensure that the meetings at which these awards take 

place are conducted in an orderly manner.   
4. The chair of the panel may decide that the session of the panel in which diplomas are 

awarded is chaired by a professor or associate professor; This representative chair is not 
necessarily a member of the Chamber.  

5. The panel takes decisions by simple majority vote. If the votes are tied, the chair of the 
panels decides.  

6. Where necessary, the panel consults with the Central Examination Board to ensure the 
unambiguous interpretation and implementation practice of the EER and the regulations 
within the school.  

  
art. 1.4 – Criteria  
The Board of Examiners takes the following criteria as a guideline in its decisions:  

1. maintaining the quality requirements of an exam or test;  
2. efficiency requirements, expressed inter alia in an effort to:  

1. limit the loss of time for students as much as possible;  
2. persuade students to discontinue their studies as soon as possible if passing an 

exam or test has become unlikely;  
3. protection against oneself of the student who wants to take on too much of a study load;  
4. leniency towards students who have experienced delays in the progress of their studies 

due to circumstances beyond their control.  
  
art. 1.5 - Examiners  

1. The Board of Examiners appoints members of the university's academic staff and experts 
from outside the programmes who are responsible for teaching a course within one of the 
programmes as examiners for the education they are responsible for. The examiners are 
responsible for the assessment of the course.  

2. The following persons are appointed as examiners by the Board of Examiners for courses 
other than the thesis on the basis of their appointment and qualifications: all lecturers, 
university lecturers and professors who have been appointed at the UU and are in 
possession of a BKOw or SKOw, or are in a BKOw or SKOw trajectory.  

3. The following members of the academic staff can be appointed as examiners of a thesis:   
1. lecturers, university lecturers and professors at the UU who have a PhD and are in 

possession of a BKOw or SKOw, or are in a BKOw or SKOw trajectory can be the 
first assessor.   
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2. lecturers, university lecturers and professors at UU who are in possession of a 
BKOw or SKOw, or are in a BKOw or SKOw trajectory can be second assessors on 
the condition that they are not the daily supervisor.  

4. The Board of Examiners may also appoint other members of the academic staff and 
experts from outside the programmes as examiners if there are well-founded reasons for 
doing so.   

5. The Board of Examiners may revoke the appointment of an examiner if the examiner does 
not comply with laws and regulations or guidelines and instructions of the Board of 
Examiners, or if the examiner's competence in the field of testing (making, administering, 
assessing) has repeatedly proven to be of insufficient quality.  

 

SECTION 2 – ORGANISATION OF TESTS AND GOOD PRACTICE  
  
Art. 2.1 - Testing times  
The Board of Examiners shall ensure that:  

1. Written tests are taken at times that are set at least 30 days before the start of the 
semester in question.  

2. When determining the times of tests, tests are prevented from coinciding as much as 
possible.  

3. Changes to fixed times only take place in the event of force majeure.  
4. Oral tests are taken at a time to be determined by the examiner(s) concerned, if possible 

after consultation with the student.  
5. The times of tests that are taken in a manner other than written or oral are determined as 

far as possible in accordance with the previous two paragraphs.   
6. Dates for written additional tests must be set and announced at least two weeks in 

advance. There are at least five working days between the announcement of the result and 
the additional test.   

  
art. 2.2 - Order during an exam or test  

1. The Board of Examiners shall ensure that a sufficient number of invigilators are appointed 
for the purpose of the written examination to ensure that the test is carried out in good 
order.  

2. The examiner is responsible for the presence or accessibility of a subject matter expert 
during the test. In the event of absence, the examiner shall appoint an invigilator as his 
replacement for the test and delegate the powers of supervision for the duration of the 
test.   

3. The student is obliged to identify himself at the request of or on behalf of the invigilator 
by means of a valid proof of identity. Access to the test can be denied if the student is 
unable to identify himself.  

4. Instructions from the examiner or invigilator which are given before, during and 
immediately after the test, must be followed by the student.  

5. If the student does not follow one or more instructions as referred to in the fourth 
paragraph, he may be excluded by the examiner from further participation in the relevant 
test. The exclusion has the effect that no result of that test is determined.   

6. The duration of an exam is such that students have reasonable enough time to answer 
the questions.   

7. Latecomers will be admitted to a test up to a maximum of 30 minutes after the start of 
the test. If a student cannot attend within this time limit due to force majeure, the 
examiner will decide whether the student will still be admitted to the test.  

8. Students may not leave the room where the test is taken within 30 minutes after the 
start of the test.  

9. After test participants have left the room, no latecomers will be admitted to the test.  
10. Invigilators can oblige students to hand in their bags, coats, and electronic equipment 

other than necessary for taking the exam at the start of the exam.  
11. In case the examiner or invigilator suspects that a student is cheating during the exam: - 

 He informs the student.  
1. He confiscates evidence such as cheat sheets, or if this is not possible (such as in 

the case of fraud with a mobile phone), he collects evidence by means of photos or 
other means.  
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2. He draws up an official report with a description of what has happened and what 
he has observed.  

3. He has the student finish the test.  
4. He keeps the test separate from the student and sends it to the Board of 

Examiners with the official report and any evidence within one working day.  
  

SECTION 3 - ASSESSMENT TESTS, THESIS  
  
art. 3.1 – Assessment of tests  

1. The Board of Examiners shall ensure that:  
1. the assessment of written tests is based on standards laid down in advance in 

writing, and possibly adjusted as a result of the correction;  
2. the weighting of partial results in the creation of the final result is recorded in the 

course catalogue;   
3. all examiners assess on the basis of the same standards;  
4. the method of assessment is such that the student can check how the result of his 

test was determined.  
2. If several students contribute to one joint assignment during practical exercises, the 

following rules apply:   
1. the guideline for (individual or collective) assessment of group work must 

have been established in advance by the examiner and communicated to 
the student;   

2. the supervisor regularly ensures that all students have a proportional 
contribution to the final product;   

3. examiners can assess students individually on the basis of the work they 
perform.    

3. For the assessment of the result of a test/course, the last grade awarded applies.  
  
art. 3.2 – Assessment of thesis, research assignments, theses   

1. The Board of Examiners ensures that assessment criteria for thesis, research assignments 
and theses are established and that these are included in the course or thesis manual.  

2. If several students contribute to one joint assignment during practical exercises, the Board 
of Examiners applies the following guidelines:   

1. agreements about the division of tasks for the activities to be performed by the 
students are recorded in writing by the responsible examiner(s) before the work 
begins;   

2. students are assessed individually on the basis of the work they perform.    
3. The examiners use an assessment form to provide insight into the way in which the final 

assessment was made.  
  
art. 3.3 − Debriefing  

1. As soon as possible after the announcement of the results of an oral test, a debriefing will 
take place between the examiner and the student, at the request or on the initiative of 
the examiner, in which the examiner will motivate the decision.  

2. During a period of 30 days, starting on the day after the announcement of the results of 
the written test, the student can request the examiner for a debriefing. The debriefing 
takes place at a place and time to be determined by the examiner.  

3. If a collective discussion is organised, the student can only submit a request as referred 
to in the second paragraph if he has been present at the collective discussion and he 
justifies the request in question or if he has been unable to attend the collective discussion 
due to force majeure.  

4. The provisions of the previous paragraph apply mutatis mutandis if the examiner offers 
the student the opportunity to compare his elaboration with model answers.  

  
  
  

PARAGRAPH 4 – GUARANTEEING THE QUALITY OF EXAMINATIONS  
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art. 4.1 - Ensuring the quality of tests  
The Board of Examiners shall ensure that:  

1. there is an assessment policy/assessment plan that is being implemented;  
2. tests are made on the basis of the teaching goals and learning objectives of the course.  

  
 art. 4.2 – Ensuring testing quality  
The Board of Examiners ensures that random research is carried out – and in response to 
complaints, results, evaluations, pass rates and the like – into the quality of individual tests with 
regard to validity (they measure knowledge, skills and competences) and reliability (they are 
consistent and accurate).   

  
art. 4.3 – Invalidating the test for all participants in the event of quality defects   

1. If it turns out that the test has such serious quality defects that it cannot be deduced from 
this whether/to what extent the learning objectives of the course have been achieved by 
the students, the Board of Examiners can immediately decide that the test in question is 
invalid and that all participants must retake the entire test in the short term. In doing so, 
the Board of Examiners will determine the date on which the test must be repeated. This 
date is no later than two weeks after the quality defects have been identified, so that the 
participants can still benefit from their preparation for the test.   

2. Except in the case of fraud or plagiarism as referred to in Article 5.14, fourth paragraph of 
the Education and Examination Regulations, the Board of Examiners can no longer proceed 
to invalidation if the final test results have already been published.  

  
Art. 4.3a – Invalidating the online proctored test in the event of irregularities  

1. The Board of Examiners may declare an online proctored test of one or more students 
invalid if there has been insufficient insight into the possibility of fraud during the test or if 
there have been insufficiently fraud-proof circumstances.  

2. If the situation referred to in the first paragraph is the result of an irregularity that is at 
the expense and risk of the student, the student will not be given an extra chance. If there 
is force majeure that was reported by the student during the test, the student can request 
an extra chance. If the situation is at the expense of the university, a new test opportunity 
will be scheduled.  

3. There is an irregularity that is at the expense and risk of the student if the student has not 
complied with the instructions in the online proctored test.  

  
art. 4.4 - Guaranteeing the quality of examinations (final level of graduates)  
The Board of Examiners shall ensure that:  

1. the learning outcomes of the programme as described in the EER have been translated 
into testable learning objectives for each course.  

2. it is systematically checked whether there is sufficient connection between the course 
objectives and the learning outcomes, whether the sum of the learning objectives per 
course corresponds to the learning outcomes of the programme.  

  
art. 4.5 – Own investigation of the Board of Examiners to guarantee the quality of the 
examination  

1. If all parts of the examination programme have been successfully completed by the 
student, he or she has passed the exam. By way of derogation from this, the Board of 
Examiners may determine that passing the examination is subject to the condition that the 
student has met the requirements with regard to an examination to be carried out by the 
Board of Examiners itself, as referred to in Article 7.10, paragraph 2, of the Higher 
Education and Research Act, into the knowledge, insight and skills of the student.   

2. The Board of Examiners will only initiate such an investigation if it establishes that there 
are facts or circumstances that leads it to the conclusion that the Board of Examiners 
cannot guarantee the realisation of the learning outcomes of the programme (as referred 
to in art. 3.1 of the EER) by the student.  

3. If the Board of Examiners makes use of the authority to conduct an investigation as 
referred to in the first paragraph, it will inform the student(s) concerned in writing of its 
decision, stating the reasons for the decision and pointing out to the student the possibility 
of appeal to the Examination Appeals Board.   
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art. 4.6 – Responsibilities when grading tests  

1. Under all circumstances, the examiner is ultimately responsible for the grading and 
grading.  

2. The examiner can delegate part of the actual grading work to PhD candidates or student 
assistants. If PhD candidates or student assistants are involved, the following guidelines 
apply:  

1. There must be a clear grading model (from the examiner);  
2. Grading by student assistants or PhD candidates should preferably take place in a 

joint grading session, under the supervision of the examiner, so that questions can 
be asked directly;  

3. There must be clear communication to PhD candidates and student assistants so 
that they know that they can contact the examiner with questions; In case of 
doubt, they are obliged to consult with the examiner.  

4. The examiner carries out random checks on the grading work done.  
3. In the case of test checks, the Board of Examiners/panel will ask how the grading worked, 

who carried out the grading and, in the case of student assistants, whether the conditions 
referred to in paragraph 2 of this article have been met.  

  

PARAGRAPH 5 – REQUESTS TO THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS  
  
Art. 5.1 – Requests to the Board of Examiners  

1. Students submit requests to the Board of Examiners via Osiris Case.  
2. When submitting a request, all requested information and attachments must be included.  
3. The examination secretariat assesses the completeness of the request. Only when this is 

complete does the decision period start, as described in article 1.2 paragraph 7 of this 
regulation.  

4. The decision on a request is shared with the student via Osiris Case.  
  
art. 5.2 – Exemptions   

1. Students who wish to be eligible for one or more exemptions must submit a motivated 
request to the Board of Examiners. The request is submitted via Osiris and contains:  

1. name and student number;  
2. a description of the grounds on which the exemption is requested;  
3. for which course(s) the exemption is requested;  
4. a certified copy of the diploma, list of grades or proof of previously taken tests;  
5. and/or a description of the knowledge and experience acquired outside higher 

education, accompanied by relevant documents proving this.  
2. The Board of Examiners submits the request for advice to the examiner(s) who is (are) 

responsible for the teaching of the course(s) for which the exemption is requested.  
 
art. 5.3 – Approval of educational components   

1. For courses that can only be included in the student's examination programme on the 
basis of the Education and Examination Regulations with the prior permission of the Board 
of Examiners, the student must submit a motivated request to the Board of Examiners. 
The application is submitted to Osiris and contains:  

1. name and student number;  
2. a description of the content, level and assessment of the courses for which 

approval is sought;  
3. an indication of the way in which the student wants to place the course(s) within 

the educational programme;  
4. advice from the programme coordinator or a substantively expert lecturer of the 

programme.   
2. If the approval relates to courses outside UU, the student submits a certified transcript or 

study progress overview after completion. Based on this, the results and credits are 
entered into Osiris.   
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SECTION 6 - DETERMINING GRADUATION AND JUDICIUM  
  
art. 6.1 - Determining graduation and judicium   
On the basis of the graduation file, the panels determine whether the student meets the conditions 
of the examination programme and has therefore graduated, and determines the judicium on the 
basis of the graduation file. The graduation file consists of:   

1. the extensive Study Progress Overview (SPO) including information about the graduation 
project (title) supplemented with test results in one printout;  

2. previous decisions of the Board of Examiners;  
3. any authorisation decision, issued at an earlier stage; and   
4. any reprimand or exclusion for fraud or plagiarism mentioned in Osiris.  

  
  

PARAGRAPH 7 - COMPLAINTS AND APPEALS  
  

art. 7.1 - Complaints about tests and assessment   
1. 'Tests and assessment' means all situations in which there is a formal assessment moment 

that leads to a grade or an alphanumeric result with regard to teaching goals and learning 
objectives laid down in the Education and Examination Regulations.   

2. The first point of contact for students with complaints about tests and assessment is the 
examiner who is responsible for determining the results of the assessment. If there are 
multiple examiners in a course, the course coordinator is the first point of contact as the 
'representative' of all examiners involved in the test (provided that the course coordinator 
is also an examiner). In this way, the examiner tries to find a solution informally.   

3. If the examiner, whether or not as a result of a complaint, determines that the assessment 
does not meet one or more quality requirements, the examiner may decide to adjust the 
assessment and criteria. In that case, the adjustment applies to the results of all students 
participating in the test. However, if the final test result has already been published, the 
changed result cannot be to the detriment of one or more students.  

4. The Board of Examiners may at all times make use of its statutory authority pursuant to 
Article 7.12b(1)(b) of the Higher Education and Research Act 'to establish guidelines and 
instructions from within the framework of the Education and Examination Regulations (...), 
to assess and determine the results of examinations and examinations'. The examiner 
observes the guidelines and instructions of the Board of Examiners.  

  
art. 7.2 - Appeals against decisions on tests and assessment  

1. Students can appeal against decisions of examiners or the Examination Board to the 
Examination Appeals Board within six weeks of the announcement of the 
grade/alphanumeric result. See the intranet page of the Examination Appeals Board. 
Article 54 of the UU's Administrative and Management Regulations prescribes that a 
formal complaint will not be dealt with if it relates to conduct against which the person 
concerned can lodge an appeal. Since decisions regarding assessment can be 
appealed to the Examination Appeals Board, complaints about assessment are not 
dealt with according to Utrecht University's formal complaints procedure. This means 
that the complaints procedure described in Article 7.1 is of a non-formal nature.  

 
 
PARAGRAPH 8 - FINAL PROVISIONS  

Art. 8.1 - Annual report 
1. The Board of Examiners draws up an annual report of its activities for each academic year 

and sends it to the Vice Dean for Education and the Board of Studies of the GSNS.  
2. The annual report includes the following components:  

a) composition of the Board of Examiners and chambers; 
b) supervision of the quality of tests and examinations (final level of graduates):  

- description of procedures and guidelines for assessment and criteria of assessments; 
the way in which it has been verified that they are applied;  

- description of guidelines for assessment and criteria of research assignments and 
theses; the way in which it has been verified that they are applied;  

- the way in which and the number of times the quality of tests has been examined.  



Regulations of the Board of Examiners of the Graduate School of Natural Sciences  
 

10  
  

c) Quantitative data, numbers:  
- diplomas issued (with numbers cum laude);  
- requests for exemption or approval;  
- requests for a special (review) facility;  
- Fraud;  

d) Recommendations   
  

Art. 8.2 − Amendment  
1. Amendments to these regulations will be adopted by the Board of Examiners by a separate 

decision.  
2. A change to these regulations does not relate to the current academic year, unless the 

interests of the students are not reasonably harmed as a result.  
  
Art. 8.3 – Entry into force and publication   

1. These regulations will enter into force on 01-09-2025.   
2. The Board of Examiners shall ensure that these regulations, as well as any changes, are 

published via the internet.   
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