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Collection 

 

The collection is arranged systematically according to the NPS classification. 
 
The collection contains historiographical works, world history, non European and 
European history, with a large share for the history of the Netherlands. You will 
find here publications on politics and diplomacy, as well as on social, economic 
and cultural aspects. The collection also comprises a large number of books in the 
field of political studies and international relations. 
There is a fair amount of literature about North and South America and about the 
problematics of third world countries, but the specialized researcher will find more 
in the libraries of Leiden or Amsterdam. The same applies for literature on Africa, 
China and Japan. 
Ego documents can be found in the language collections. 
 
The collection comprises ca. 40,000 volumes and is primarily divided into large 
geographical entities (world 15.60 – Europe 15.70 – by country 15.71 – 
Netherlands 15.72, and next the other continents), arranged by approach 
(‘aspect’) and historical period. 
 
Medieval historiography, chronicles for instance, can be found in the section 
historiography (15.01) by country. Other sources, such as municipal bills, can be 
found grouped together in the history by country within the section 10 (form 
elements). Medieval texts belonging to the literary canon are placed in the 
literature sections of the language collections. Books about doctrine, liturgy, 
monastic orders and saints can be found in the collection LBREL: theology. 
 
Outside section 15 (= history), the history collection LBGES also houses 
important other NPS sections such as philosophy (08), economy (83) and political 
science (89). Consult the outline of the systematic arrangement. 
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Systematic arrangement 

 
Examples of call numbers: 
 
LBGES: 15.72 01.rl *1995kn 
(Klemann, Hendricus Adrianus Maria, De Nederlandse economische contacten met 
Nazi-Duitsland en de Nederlandse economie tijdens de Tweede 

Wereldoorlog : een bibliografie, 1995) 
 
15.72 Netherlands 
01  handbooks and reference works: bibliographies 
rl  period: 1925 - 1950 
*1995kn publication year plus first letter of author’s surname and first letter 

of the title of the book     
 
LBGES: 15.71 4240.g.mf *1988cm  
(Cobban, Alan B.: The medieval English universities: Oxford and Cambridge to c. 
1500, 1988) 
 
15.71 European regions and individual countries (with the exception of 

the Netherlands) 
4240  geographical area: United Kingdom 
g  aspect: cultural history 
mf  period: 1000 - 1100 
*1988cm publication year plus first letter of author’s surname and first letter 

of the title of the book 
 
 
LBGES: 15.85 7150.z kenj *2003du 
(Dallek, Robert: An unfinished life: John F. Kennedy, 1917-1963, 2003) 
 
15.85  America 
71.50  geographical area: United States 
z  aspect: persons 
kenj  name (abbreviation) 
*2003du publication year plus first letter of author’s surname and first letter 

of the title of the book 
 

The systematic arrangement consists of sections, subsections and tables. In the 
History collection the tables used are: the geographical table (GT), the aspectual 
table (AT), the chronological table (PT) and a table for reference works. Within 
each section, the books are placed in order of publication year. 
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Main division 

 
15.00 History: general 
15.01 Historiography 
15.02 Philosophy and theory of the historical sciences 
15.03 Methods and techniques of the historical sciences 
15.04 Teaching, professions, organizations 
15.10 Subdisciplines 
15.20 Auxiliary sciences 
15.21 Chronologie 
15.22 Genealogy, heraldry 
15.23 Numismatics, sphragistics 
15.24 Archives, archive science 
15.25 Charter studies 
15.26 Palaeography 
15.27 Epigraphy 
15.28 Papyrology 
15.29 Auxiliary sciences: other 
15.30 Archaeology 
15.31 Methods and techniques of archaeology 
15.34 Classical archaeology 
15.35 Medieval archaeology, post-medieval archaeology 
15.36 Industrial archaeology 
15.38 Archaeology of the non western world 
15.40 Prehistory 
15.51 Antiquity 
15.52 Roman Empire  
15.53 Byzantine Epire  
15.54 Islamic world 
15.55 Ottoman empire 
15.60 General world history 
15.70 Europe 
15.71 European regions and individual countries  
15.72 Netherlands 
15.75 Asia 
15.80 Africa 
15.85 America 
15.90 Australia, Oceania 
15.95 Antartica 
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Preceding these 15 (=history) sections you will find the following subject areas in 
the collection: 
 

02.xx Science and culture 
02.01  History of science and culture 
08.xx Philosophy 
08.21  Greek antiquity, Roman antiquity 
08.22  Medieval philosophy 
08.23  Renaissance philosophy 
08.24  New western philosophy (17th, 18th and 19th century) 
08.25  Contemporary western philosophy (20th and 21st century) 

08.42  Philosophy of culture 
08.45  Political philosophy 
10.xx Humanities 
 
Following the sections 15 (=history), you will find in the collection LBGES the 
following subject areas: 
 
44.xx  Medicine 
50.xx Technical sciences in general 
55.xx  Traffic technology, transport technology 
70.xx  Social sciences 
71.xx  Sociology 
71.01  History of sociology 
71.02  Philosophy and theory of sociology 
71.12  Social stratification, social mobility 
71.50  Culture: general 
73.xx  Cultural anthropology 
74.xx (Human) geography, cartography, town and country planning, 

demography  
74.94  Migration 
74.95  Population 
76.xx Recreation, leisure activities 
77.xx  Psychology 
83.xx  Economics 
83.01  History and philosophy of economic thought 
83.33   Economic fluctuations 
83.44   International monetary economy 
83.46   Economy of developing countries 
83.50   National monetary economy 
85.xx  Business administration, organizational science, labour sciences 
86.xx  Law 
86.12  Roman law 
86.81  Human rights 
88.xx Social and public administration 
89.xx  Political science 
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Tables: Table of aspects  
 
a general 
b local history 
c political history 

Explanation: general, or in particular domestic politics and public 
administration 
Here: political groupings and movements, as well as legal and  
judicial policy and financial policy 

d foreign policy and foreign affairs 
Here: diplomacy, imperialism, colonial affairs, as well as  
military history (non-social and non-technical aspects) 

E social history 
Here: demography, daily life, family and relatives, men and 
women, crime and punishment 

F economical history 
Here: history of commerce, agricultural history (non-social 
aspects) and (proto)industrial history 

G cultural history 
Here: education and science 

H religion 
Z persons 
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Tables: Geographical Table  
    
2000 Earth (as a whole)   

    
4000 Europe   

4001 Northern Europe 
4010 Iceland   
4020 Norway   
4030 Jan Mayen   
4040 Spitsbergen   
4050 Sweden   
4060 Finland   
4070 Denmark (for Greenland, zie: 7110)   
4080 Faroe Islands   
4100 Baltic states  
4110 Estonia  
4120 Latvia  
4130 Lithuania   
4200 Western Europe   
4210 Netherlands   
4220 Belgium   
4230 Luxemburg   
4240 United Kingdom   
4250 Isle of Man   
4260 Channel Islands  
4270 Ireland   
4280 France 
4290 Monaco   
4400 Central Europe   
4415 Germany   
4430 Poland  
4435 Czech Republic (here also former Czechoslovakia) 
4445 Slovakia   
4450 Hungary   
4460 Austria   
4470 Liechtenstein   
4480 Switzerland   
4600 Southwestern-Europe   
4610 Portugal (for the Madeira Archipelago, see: 6115)   
4620 Azores   
4630 Spain (for the Canary Islands, see: 6105, for the Spanish 
 possessions in Northern Africa, see: 6110)   
4640 Gibraltar   
4650 Andorra   
4660 Italy   
4670 San Marino   
4680 The Holy See (Vatican City)   
4690 Malta   
4800 Southeastern Europe (for Turkey, see: 5205)   
4810 Romania  
4815 Slovenia   
4820 Croatia   
4825 Bosnia Herzegovina   
4865 Yugoslavia (republics not yet officially recognized)   
4870 Albania   
4880 Bulgaria   
4890 Greece   
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4900 Northeastern Europe (the European part of the former Soviet Union, minus 
the Baltic states, for the Baltic states, see: 4100)    
4935 Russian Federation (here also: former Soviet Union) 
4950 Ukraine   
4955 Moldova 
4960 Belarus   
4980 Georgia   
4985 Armenia   
4990 Azerbaijan  
  
   
5000 Asia  

5100 Northern Asia (Asian part of the former Soviet Union)   
5120 Kazakhstan   
5130 Kyrgyzstan  
5140 Tajikistan   
5150 Uzbekistan   
5160 Turkmenistan   
5200 Southwestern Asia   
5205 Turkey   
5210 Cyprus   
5215 Syria   
5220 Lebanon   
5225 Israel   
5230 Jordan   
5235 Iraq   
5240 Iran   
5245 Kuwait   
5250 Saudi Arabia   
5255 Jemen   
5265 Oman   
5270 United Arab Emirates   
5275 Qatar   
5280 Bahrain   
5285 Neutral zones   
5300 East Asia   
5310 China   
5340 Taiwan   
5350 Mongolia   
5360 Democratic People’s Republic of Korea   
5370 Republic of Korea   
5380 Japan   
5390 Hongkong   
5395 Macau   
5400 Southern Asia (for the British Territories in the Indian Ocean, see: 6660)   
5410 Afghanistan   
5420 Pakistan   
5430 India   
5440 Maldives   
5450 Sri Lanka   
5460 Nepal   
5470 Bhutan   
5480 Bangladesh   
5500 Southeastern Asia   
5510 Burma   
5520 Thailand   
5530 Laos   
5540 Cambodia (Kampuchea)   
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5550 Viet Nam   
5560 Malaysia  
5565 Brunei   
5570 Singapore   
5580 Indonesia   
5590 Philippines 
5595 Cocos Islands (Keeling Islands)   
5596 Christmas Island   
   
6000 Africa   

6100 Northern Africa   
6105 Canary Islands 
6110 Spanish possessions in Northern Africa   
6115 Madeira Archipelago 
6120 Morocco   
6125 Algeria  
6130 Tunisia  
6135 Libyan Arab Jamahiriya  
6140 Egypt   
6200 Western Africa   
6205 Cape Verde   
6210 Mauritania   
6215 Senegal   
6220 Gambia   
6225 Guinea-Bissau   
6230 Guinea   
6235 Sierra Leone   
6240 Liberia   
6245 Côte d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) 
6250 Mali   
6255 Burkina Faso 
6260 Ghana   
6265 Togo   
6270 Benin   
6275 Nigeria   
6280 Niger   
6285 Western Sahara   
6300 Central Africa   
6305 Chad   
6310 Central African Republic  
6315 Cameroon   
6320 Equatorial Guinea   
6325 Sao Tome and Príncipe   
6330 Gabon   
6335 Congo   
6340 Democratic Republic of the Congo (formerly: Zaire) 
6345 Rwanda   
6350 Burundi   
6400 Northeastern Africa   
6405 Sudan   
6407 Eritrea   
6410 Ethiopia   
6415 Djibouti   
6420 Somalia   
6500 Eastern Africa   
6505 Uganda   
6510 Kenya   
6515 Tanzania   
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6600 Southern Africa   
6605 Saint Helena   
6610 Angola   
6615 Zambia   
6620 Malawi   
6625 Mozambique   
6630 Madagascar   
6635 Comoros   
6640 Mayotte   
6645 Seychelles   
6650 Mauritius   
6655 Reunion   
6660 British Territories in the Indian Ocean   
6665 Namibia   
6670 Botswana   
6675 Zimbabwe   
6680 South Africa   
6685 Lesotho   
6690 Swaziland   
   
7000 America   

7100 North America   
7110 Greenland   
7120 Canada   
7140 Saint Pierre and Miquelon   
7150 United States of America (for Hawaii, see: 8305)   
7160 Alaska   
7170 Bermuda   
7300 Central America   
7310 Mexico   
7320 Belize   
7330 Guatemala   
7340 Honduras   
7350 El Salvador   
7360 Nicaragua   
7370 Costa Rica   
7380 Panama   
7390 Panama Canal Zone   
7400 Caribbean region  
7410 Greater Antilles 
7411 Cuba   
7413 Jamaica   
7415 Haiti   
7417 Dominican Republic   
7419 Puerto Rico   
7421 Cayman Islands   
7423 Navassa Island 
7431 Bahamas   
7433 Turks and Caicos Islands 
7441 Virgin Islands (American)   
7443 British Virgin Islands  
7450 Lesser Antilles   
7451 Saint Kitts and Nevis   
7453 Anguilla   
7454 Antigua and Barbuda   
7457 Montserrat   
7461 Guadeloupe (Saint Martin)  
7464 Dominica   
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7467 Martinique   
7471 Saint Lucia   
7474 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines   
7477 Barbados   
7481 Grenada   
7483 Aruba   
7484 Netherlands Antilles (for the French part of Sint-Maarten, see: 7461)   
7491 Trinidad and Tobago   
7600 South-America   
7605 Colombia   
7610 Venezuela   
7615 Guyana   
7620 Surinam   
7625 French Guiana   
7630 Brazil  
7635 Ecuador   
7640 Peru   
7645 Bolivia   
7650 Chile (for Easter Island, see: 8395)   
7655 Argentina   
7660 Uruguay   
7665 Paraguay   
7670 Falkland Islands (Islas Malvinas)  
   
8000 Oceania   

8001 Australia and New Zealand   
8010 Australia (for the Cocos Islands, see: 5595, for Christmas Island, see: 
 5596)   
8020 New Zealand   
8100 Melanesia   
8110 Papua New Guinea   
8120 Nauru   
8130 Solomon Islands   
8140 Vanuatu   
8150 New-Caledonia   
8160 Fiji   
8200 Micronesia  
8210 Palau 
8220 Marshall Islands   
8225 Federated States of Micronesia   
8230 Northern Mariana Islands   
8250 Guam   
8290 Wake Island   
8300 Polynesia   
8305 Hawaii   
8310 Midway-Islands   
8315 Johnston Atoll   
8320 Baker Island and Howland Island  
8325 Jarvis Island, Palmyra and Kingman Reef   
8330 Tuvalu   
8335 Kiribati   
8340 Wallis and Futuna   
8345 Tonga   
8350 Samoa (West-Samoa)   
8355 American Samoa   
8360 Tokelau   
8365 Cook Islands   
8370 Niue   
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8375 French Polynesia 
8380 Pitcairn   
8395 Easter Island   
   
9000 Antarctica  
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Tables: Chronological table  
 
aa Outlines Prehistory - the present [Outlines] 
ab Prehistory - 1500 
ac 0001 - 1500 
ad 0500 - the present 
ae 0500 – 1800 
 
ka Prehistory - 500 AD [Antiquity: Outlines] 
kb Prehistory - 800 BC [Antiquity: Pre-Classical] 
kc Prehistory - 3500 BC 
kd 3500 BC - 2000 BC 
ke 2000 BC - 1200 BC 
kf 1200 BC - 800 BC 
 
kg 800 BC – 500 AD [Antiquity: Classical] 
kh 800 BC – 300 BC 
ki 800 BC – 500 BC 
kj 500 BC – 300 BC 
kk 300 BC – 500 AD 
kl 300 BC – 100 AD 
km 300 BC – 100 BC 
kn 100 BC – 100 AD 
ko 100 AD – 500 AD 
kp 100 AD – 300 AD 
kq 300 AD – 500 AD 
 
ma  500  – 1500 [Middle Ages] 
mb  500 – 1000 
mc  500 –   800 
md   800 – 1000 
me 1000 – 1500 
mf 1000 – 1100 
mg 1100 – 1200 
mh 1200 – 1300 
mi 1300 – 1400 
mj 1400 – 1500 
 
na 1500 – the present [Modern Time: Outlines] 
nb 1500 – 1800 [Early Modern Time] 
nc 1500 – 1600 
nd 1500 – 1550 
ne 1550 – 1600 
nf 1600 – 1700 
ng 1600 – 1650 
nh 1650 – 1700 
ni 1700 – 1800 
nj 1700 – 1750 
nk 1750 – 1800 
 
ra 1800 – the present [Contemporary history: Outlines] 
rb 1800 – 1900 [Nineteenth century] 
rc 1800 – 1850 
rd 1800 – 1825 
re 1825 – 1850 
rf 1850 – 1900 
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rg 1850 – 1875 
rh 1875 – 1900 
 
ri 1900 – 2000 [Twentieth century] 
rj 1900 – 1950 
rk 1900 – 1925 
rl 1925 – 1950 
rm 1950 – 2000 
rn 1950 – 1975 
ro 1975 – 2000 
 
ta 2000 – the present [Contemporary history: Outlines] 
tb 2000 – 2100 [Twenty-first century] 
tc 2000 – 2050 
td 2000 – 2025 
te 2025 – 2050 
tf 2050 – 2100 
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Reference works 

 
00 Reference guides 
01 Bibliographies 
02 Monolingual dictionaries  
03 Bilingual or multilingual dictionaries 
04 Quotations/aphorisms/proverbs collections 
05 Concordances 
06 Encyclopedias 
07 Address books 
08 Atlases 
09 Biographical dictionaries 
10 Corpora 
11 Inventories of archives 
12 Library catalogues 
13 Museum catalogues 
14 Private collection catalogues 

15 Exhibition catalogues 
16 Collections of essays 
17 Handbooks and educational tools 
18 Other 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


