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PhD Portfolio 

Doctoral thesis appendix describing the broader academic and personal development 

 

 
Development of a PhD candidate is typically broader than the scientific content of the research 
chapters of the doctoral thesis. Candidates can detail their broader personal and scientific 
development in an appendix of their thesis. The inclusion of this ‘PhD portfolio’ is optional and may 
be used by the Assessment Committee to acquire a completer picture of a candidate as an academic 
in training, but falls outside the scope of the manuscript to be judged by the Assessment Committee. 
In drafting such an appendix, PhD candidates may use the GSLS PhD competence model as a 
guideline. 
 
The format for this optional appendix is free. It may include: 

• scientific and professional publications 
• media attention related to topics addressed in the thesis 
• reviewed manuscripts for journals 
• written research proposals 
• the individual training plan activities 
• conferences 
• patents 
• developed products related to the thesis 

 
The domains of the GSLS competence model might be used to group activities. The items can be 
included as a listing and/or as a narrative. 
 
Some examples are attached for inspiration. 
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Example 1  
 
 
 
PHD PORTFOLIO 
 
Name of PhD student:  
PhD period:  
Name of PhD Supervisor: 
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Example 2 
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