
Master's programme

History and Philosophy
of Science

SHORT DESCRIPT ION

The 2-year Master’s programme in History and Philosophy of Science
(HPS) offers a unique opportunity to study the foundations, practice
and culture of the sciences and the humanities from historical and
philosophical viewpoints. This is the only English-taught programme in
the field in Continental Europe. Also, HPS is the best Dutch Master's
programme in this field, according to the Master's guide 'Keuzegids
Masters 2013'.

THE R IGHT CHOICE  FOR YOU?

Are you interested in the philosophy of space and time, the structure of
theories or the history of quantum mechanics? Perhaps you would like
to study the historical origins of the humanities, the philosophy of the
social sciences, or a particular scientist or scholar from historical and
philosophical angles? 

The HPS programme offers four focus areas:
- History of the Natural Sciences, the Life and Medical Sciences, the

Social Sciences and the Humanities
- Philosophy of Science
- Foundations of Physics
- Foundations of Mathematics and Logic

You are expected to form a critical attitude with regard to the literature
and a readiness to express your views in an open discussion.
Participation in debates on science and scholarship with fellow students
and faculty is strongly encouraged.

INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT

About a third of the HPS Master's students come from outside the
Netherlands and courses are offered in English. Visiting professors from
all over the world regularly offer optional courses and you are strongly
encouraged to do a research internship abroad.
 

n Unique in Europe

n Strongly interdisciplinary

n International environment

n Tailor your own programme
PROGRAMME OUTL INE

• Duration: 2 years (fulltime)

• ECTS: 120

• Language: English

• Start: 1 September / 1 February

• Admission deadlines: 1 April / 1 September

• Tuition fee: 1.835 euro per year (2013-2014)

• Degree: Master of Science

• Officially registered as: History and Philosophy of Science (code 60711)

Faculty of Science
Graduate School of Natural Sciences
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A FTER  GRADUATION

The majority of graduates continue to a PhD position
at either Utrecht University or elsewhere. Others have
found high level employment in business, science
communication and management, the financial
industry or the technology sector.

COURSES

There are three compulsory courses in the first year:
Philosophy of Science, History, Role and Impact of
the Natural Sciences, and History, Role and Impact of
the Humanities. Depending on your area of interest,
you can choose at least four optional courses out of
twenty.

See the website for detailed information.

RESEARCH PROJECTS

The second year is dedicated to your own research, at
the end of which you submit your Master’s thesis. In
close consultation with your thesis advisor, you will
choose a research topic in the History and Philosophy
of Science. 

Research topics covered can be in general history of
science, or they can address key philosophical problems
in, for example, the philosophy of space and time,
quantum mechanics, probability, rationality, the
structure of theories, determinism, etcetera. Other
possibilities include historical and philosophical studies
of the humanities and social sciences, or e.g. of
particular scientists and their work, such as Einstein,
Darwin or Galileo.

YOUNG LEADERS  LEAGUE

Do you want to get more out of your Master's
programme? Check our honours course for students
with leadership potential onwww.uu.nl/YLL

"A perfect way to study the interaction between
science and the public"
"I was attracted to the interdisciplinarity of HPS. I have always been

very much interested in the natural sciences, specifically in their effect

on and interaction with society. The history of science track of the

programme is a perfect way to study the interaction between science

and the public. I very much appreciated the set-up of the programme,

in which you are able to choose your own track. The classes allowed

for a lot of academic freedom, the grading mostly being done

through essays and presentations. After two years as a junior

consultant I recently started a strategy consulting firm, Hin & van

Kimmenade, specialised in creating and implementing shared value

concepts in the agribusiness and food sector."

Astrid van Kimmenade, graduate

More information
Programme Coordinator Lodewijk Palm

T.  +31 (0)30 253 8283

E.  L.C.Palm@uu.nl

www.uu.nl/programmes/hps


