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This proposal is to analyze social networks among Iraqis in their homeland and abroad.  

The social ecology—the relationships within and between social networks, can be reliably measured and interpreted.  Social systems analysis allows us to identify the framework from which to address social organization, sources of information and influence in a network, and gives structural components which might be used for predicting norms of group behavior, and.  Also measured are elements of social capital as these have influence on the regenerative capacity of the Iraqi economy, and the ability to profit from the return of expatriate Iraqis.

The basic point of the Iraq project is to compare social capital and social network

factors through three waves in multiple locations.

Primary questions:  

1.  What social, cultural and economic factors and opinions appear related to perceptions of threat from outgroups?

2.  What social, cultural and economic opinions appear related to location of respondents?

3.  What are common bridges and barriers to repatriation of Iraqi expatriates?
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This project analyses social connections among Iraqis (and later on, those among Iranians, Syrians, and other communities) in their homeland and abroad.  

Relationships within and between social networks can be reliably measured and interpreted.  Representations of the social networks in Iraq and among Iraqis living outside of Iraq can show linkages between tribes, clans and social groups.  Social capital and network analysis provides a framework from which to address social organization & structure, and sources of information and influence in a network.

1. Drawing upon previous work1,we examine correlations connected in any way to agents of domination and exploitation, especially with respect to  the USA as a "high-exploiter" and Russia as a "low exploiter," and ethno-religious leaders as popular activists. This can is done by testing of degrees of connectedness and social capital expected by Iraqis from foreign and local entities.

2. Respondents who expressed greater confidence in a new government expressed a greater duty of all Iraqis to defend Iraq. This was influenced by the degree of expectation of a future government "like Saddam's."  Thus those with confidence in the new government should likely be more involved in civic action, community support, and activities to promote stronger relationships.  It also implies, and the literature concurs, that group action is related to social consensus among those with dense relationships2. This can be understood by investigation of social capital within and between social networks.

3. Through demographic and attitudinal comparisons of samples of the merchant/middle class, we can estimate social cohesion and perceptions of outgroups, including returning expatriates.  Support of the government and profit from the return of expatriate Iraqis were related in the previous study's component matrix, indicating that economic stability and return migration are linked.  A study of economic and financial intelligence factors may introduce a new understanding of social stability.


Degrees of connection between families, clans, tribes, and communities, especially among the merchant class, gives estimation of hub person/resource node connectedness in the merchant/middle class, and how resources are transmitted or blocked from movement.


The merchant class has been singled out for attention as it seems to be a social group with the most to lose by radical change in the marketplace and governance systems of Iraq, especially in the Sunni and Christian communities.  Since there was no strong evidence of anti-foreign and anti-change opinion among those Iraqis expressing either strong religious attachment or strong poverty, we have adequate justification to focus future research on those social participants with less attachment to religious identity. 


The merchant class suffered severe economic loss during the post-war riots in 2003. The merchants lost buildings to squatters, property to thieves and vandals, and then they lost income because of the massive distributions of aid that bypassed the marketplace system to distribute food, clothing, and shelter.  


Some tribes demonstrated more solidarity in opposition to the previous ruling regimes than did others. The traditional relation of tribes towards central power systems is a question of social networks.

4. Impact of educational reform programs can be estimated based on social system analysis, not just on increases in learning that may take place. 

5.  With some four million expatriate Iraqis and many thousands considering returning to Iraq, we need to consider their needs in the repatriation and reintegration process.  Social capital analysis defines the boundaries and strategies for successfully building new lives in the old communities.  


Social reintegration, like integration in foreign settings, requires mastery of social capital resources in the new and old places of residence, and these can be measured reliably, and intervention programs can be based on validated research with promise of measurable outcomes. 


Theoretical fields include social capital, social networks, social conformity, and nationalism, with a research ethos of "appreciative inquiry".

6.  Why is there still unrest in Iraq in Falluja and among the tribes of Jumaila, Albu Issa, Shumar, and Azzawi?  And what do we do about the  "spoilers?"  Leonard Wantchekon states "Spoilers are factions that believe that 'the emerging peace threatens their power, world view, and interests, and who use violence to achieve it.'"3   


Adler and Kwon propose that a guiding principle in social capital research is that "actors' resources are a function of their location in the social structure."4  


The "spoilers" of the new, more civil society seem to have access to resources, and those resources are found in social networks and are related to the social connections that both facilitate and limit the behavior of the spoilers.  Since the spoilers are not defined by national, ethnic, or religious identity alone, then they must find identity in other groups.  


Because the few captured “spoilers” seem to have no common megagroup identity, and they come from small, unknown groups, then the "bridging connectors" between those groups are a serious problem for peace-builders.  These bridgers have power because of their role in linking groups together, and their role in many "weak links" and fewer "strong links" puts them into the category of Marwan Al-Shehhi and Mohamed Atta, the strongest nodes of the September 11, 2001, attacks.  

What does that mean for researchers?  It means that social systems, social networks, and the movement of social capital must be in the forefront of social stabilization research. Research should include aspects of both behavior from underlying norms and values and a structural support for collective identity and function. 


Work by Gibson5 claims that “those embedded in extensive social networks are more likely to support key democratic institutions and processes.”  The future of Iraq may depend on which social networks win increasing power and breadth of connectedness.


New survey work includes elements of social capital and social networking that may open new sets of questions for conflict resolution approaches.  Adler mentions that social ties of one kind have influence in other social contexts6, and therefore, "appropriability"7 is a concept foundational to our own view of civil society in Iraq.  This includes theory-based investigation on acculturation and integration of expatriate Iraqis in foreign cultures and how that might affect their reintegration into home communities.  It may be that a probability factor for successful integration into other cultures will relate to the probability of successful reintegration into home communities.

7.  Strategic investment in nurturing peace must include the personal and very practical ways that Iraqis can benefit from their available resources, through mastering certain non-traditional ways of thinking about those resources.  


a.  Emotional Intelligence.  As social beings, all of life evolves from the interaction of receiving and giving within relationships.  Those who can discern the emotional needs and motivations of others (and themselves) are in a far stronger position to contribute wisely to the needs of others to help all become investors in a community—not just takers.  The personal and corporate factors that are essential to become a valuable contributor to the well-being of others are documented and should be included in the proposed longterm studies of Iraqi social capital.


b.  Financial Intelligence.  Many of us assume that working harder and saving more are the keys to financial success.  They are not.  Working smarter and understanding how to invest resources for maximum return on investment are actually the keys.  These skills can be learned and should be learned, but they are not learned in formal education systems, but they can be learned through workshops and seminars and by mentoring.  There are many Iraqis who have learned how to become successful at investing, and their Iraq-specific characteristics and skill-sets should be identified and compared to similar characteristics documented in other cultural environments.  

Justification for the Research 

Findings from the previous study of threat in Iraq include the following.  

-Moderates (in religious and ethnic attachment, and in socio-economic status) felt most threatened by changes in Iraq since the change of government in 2003;

-Perceptions of “outgroups” represent real inter-group relations;

-Perceptions of "outgroups" is not determined on ethnic or religious affiliation;

  -Research impact among fieldworkers and decisionmakers depends on rapid research push/pull communications

Rapid data collection in an immediate post-war environment provided a useful foundation for deeper analyses of social systems and schisms between ethno-religious groups.  The rapid change in the governmental system provided a unique openness of expression and measurement that has now subsided as routines became established and social controls were reestablished.


For communications, a web forum (wiki) at http://www.civilsociety.seedwiki.com  allowed viewers to read, add comments, and add links to other sites; the theory, background information, and results were also on the web, giving connections to the international academic and field decision-maker communities and yielding new co-thinkers and publications. 

The social interaction systems in Iraq are unique and optimized for their survival under previous centuries of oppression. The Iraq pilot research on social systems in 2003 gave a reliable basis from which to conduct a new in-depth study of social networks and their change over time in Iraq.  Measuring linkages between individuals can estimate the flows of information and social capital.  This will provide scientific validity for planning social intervention by development agencies in Iraq.  There appears to be no other detailed analysis of how the social systems work and how the micro and macro levels of interaction affect life.

Target Group 

Demographics


There are approximately 24 million Iraqi people living in Iraq, and approximately 4 million Iraqis living outside of Iraq. We are surveying Iraqis in three states (Netherlands, Jordan, and Iraq), to assess social system structure and involvement.

Data Collection Process 

We plan to interview 1600  Iraqis, with 100 in The Netherlands, 100 in Jordan, 100 in Baghdad, and 100 in southern Iraq in 2005-2006, with three waves over the two years.


The survey instrument will include write-in demographic items such as age, number of children living at home, birthplace of parents, descriptions of close friends, etc., and approximately 140 likert-scale items to estimate attitudes towards social groups, and measures of social, emotional and financial capital and network linkages.  Survey items are designed to be self-answerable by respondents with low levels of literacy.

Research Design


Research design follows an "experimental guided assessment technique" that was validated in research on Russian Federation outgroup perceptions9, then adapted, tested, and validated for Iraq and Europe situations in 2003.  


Intergroup studies should have a consistent explanation of variance and should be useful for predicting responses in social relational contexts in Iraq.  


Matrixes of interaction between individual and group linkage variables are designed for optimum survey question development, data entry, and analyses, in accordance with principles of continuous-time Markov chain models.


Respondents will be asked about depth and frequency of communication with their main relationships in areas of trust, receiving and giving resources (including information), and structural vs. informal contacts. Survey items will be similar to those proposed by the World Bank Social Capital Project10, and Gould and Fernandez11, and specially-developed items to assess emotional and financial intelligences.

Specific research questions addressed include:

Do ethnic and religious identities relate strongly and consistently, 

across locations, to outgroup perceptions?

Do differences between Iraq and non-Iraq survey locations reveal 

constraints to repatriation and reintegration of expatriates?

Is there measurable variance in opinions about the return of a totalitarian government?

Are there clusters of relationships associated with patterns of outgroup perceptions, which include anti-foreigner bias and opposition to the repatriation of Iraqis living abroad?

Do measures of emotional and financial “intelligences” have internal consistency and validity within the surveyed samples?

We will test responses specifically for:


a.  Expressed perceptions of threat/benefit from ethnic and religious groups


b.  Expressed perceptions of threat/benefit from foreign powers


c.  Expressed perceptions of threat/benefit regarding the return of expatriate Iraqis

Influence of demographic factors on any of the above perceptions of threat

d. Variance of response that indicates surveyor reliability (non-duplication of responses)

e. Attitudes of the individual at the micro level, the pattern of relationships  at the macro level, and the interactions between the two, seeking the define the connection between individual and group attributes, within and between clusters of relationships, in cross-sectional (static) and longtitudinal (dynamic) portrayals.

f. Changes over time in each of these elements listed above, and the dynamic capacity of network structure over three points in time, based on perceptions of relationships among network members.  

g.We seek both degree-based, distance-based, and betweenness measures of centrality of actors to extract some description of transfer of information between individuals and groups.  Status-based measures may be estimated.

h. Networks themselves will be analyzed for network density, network centralization, and network clustering and segmentation.

i. Variables are structured to allow control for interrelationships of ethnic and

religious identity.


We assume the following for data collected:


a.  Data will be from a "normally-distributed" population

b. Variance of responses will be homogeneous, but parameters are not held to be stationary over time, and population is not held to be homogeneous. Attributes of individuals (both opinions and attitudes) are shaped by relationships in their network as well as by personal characteristics, and group attributes are shaped by the influences of individual actors, who may appear to exhibit random utility choices.


c.  Responses will be of an appropriate interval type for opinion items

d. Responses between respondents will be independent in individual, 

      but not network contexts. 

e.  Data will have validity for explanation and possible prediction of intergroup relations in other contexts and other domains of inquiry.

f.  Social networks will change over time in response to internal and external demographic changes of the individual respondents, and can be represented in adjacency and stacked matrix layouts.

g. Strength of relationships is related to geographic distance between respondents, and by density and reciprocity of dyadic and triadic links.

h. Responses regarding friendships establish patterns of individual and group social structure and social network linkages, and those linkages can be analyzed to show varying degrees of strong and weak connections.

i. Networks of connections can be grouped into clusters of relationships, which may be geographically-associated, and which contain strong family-based links and weaker non-family ties. 

Procedure

The questionnaire was tested with a small group of respondents who are bi-lingual English-Arabic, for clarity of expression and accuracy in phraseology.  The revised survey was then translated into Arabic and Kurdish by Iraqi translators, and introduced for field use.


The existing network of data collectors received the sets of questionnaires along with complete training to rehearse the survey process.  Surveys are collected within two weeks of initiation of surveying, coded by surveyor, date and location, and forwarded to the data entry personnel.  


Each survey are checked for completeness and clearness of answers, and are entered into computer databases, and processed for standard analyses, and for network graphing.  

In the network analysis context, there is difficulty in treating all datapoints as an independent observation or as intransitive, and therefore computer-simulated approximations will be used for friendship dyad and triad representations.  A sociogram/graphical display for relationships will be helpful to present linkage relations.

Outcomes

Results from the research project shall be rigorously tested for reliability and validity, and submitted to peer-review for publication and dissemination, and internet publishing is also desired for prompt dissemination of initial findings..  Because of the time-sensitive and practical importance of the research, summaries and extracts will be submitted to communities of field decision-makers in Iraq and to relief and development forums.

Record-Keeping

Accurate financial and procedural records will be maintained by the principal investigator.

Research Timeline 

Month 1.  Fieldtest, revision, translation of survey instrument.

Month 2.  Surveyor selection, training, data collection. (wave 1)

Month 3.  Data entry, standardization, verification.

Month 4-5.  Analysis of data as static representation.

Month 6-9.  Data collection and entry (wave 2), report writing of wave 1 results.

Month 10.  Data collection and entry (wave 3).

Month 11.  Data integration of wave 1-3, analysis of dynamic represenations.

Month 12-13. Report writing and submission for publication and dissemination.

Month 14. Project evaluation and reporting to funding agency, with proposal for follow up studies.
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