Henk Dekker receives the Nevitt Sanford Award.

Henk Dekker, connected to Leiden University and Utrecht University in the Netherlands, receives the honourable Nevitt Sanford Award 2006 from the International Society of Political Psychology (ISPP) for his professional contributions to Political Psychology. The award will be announced at the Awards Ceremony at the Barcelona ISPP annual meeting on 14 July 2006. 

This award, set up in the honor of Nevitt Sanford, is given yearly to someone deemed by the committee to be engaged in the practical application of political psychological principles, or creating knowledge that is accessible and used by practitioners to make a positive difference in the way politics is carried out. Past awardees are: Nevitt Sanford, Hilda Himmelweit, David Reisman, Gabriel Almond, Herb Kelman, Morton Deutsch, Robert E. Lane, Ralph K. White, Ole R. Holsti, Ralf G. Dahrendorf, Irving L. Janis, Richard Christie, Robert Jervis, Roberta Sigel, Vamik D. Volkan, Margaret G. Hermann, M. Kent Jennings, Phil Tetlock, Elizabeth Lira Kornberg, Hal Saunders, Jansuz Reykowski, Judith Torney-Purta, Jerrold Post, Ervin Staub, Martha Crenshaw, and Helen Haste.


Dr. Nevitt Sanford (1909-1995) was a co-author of The Authoritarian Personality, a study of anti-Semitism published in 1950. His co-authors included two refugees from Nazi persecution, Theodor Adorno and Else Frenkel-Brunswick. Nevitt Sanford received a Ph.D. in psychology from Harvard University. Dr. Sanford was named a professor of psychology at the University of California at Berkeley in 1940. In the McCarthy era the university dismissed him for refusing to sign a loyalty oath in 1950. After leaving Berkeley, he was a research affiliate at the Tavistock Institute for Human Relations in London for a year, and then joined the faculty of Vassar College. A decision by the California Supreme Court in 1959 resulted in Dr. Sanford’s reinstatement at Berkeley. He left Berkeley in 1961 to become a professor at Stanford University. In the 1950’s and early 60’s he headed a major study of higher education publishing Where Colleges Fail in 1967. He left Stanford to found the Wright Institute in 1968. Dr. Sanford was the author or co-author of nearly 200 scholarly articles and more than a dozen books. (Excerpted from http://www.wrightinst.edu/pd/sanford.html).


Henk Dekker (1949) is professor and holds the endowed chair for the 'Social-Scientific Study of the Germany-Netherlands Relationships' at the Faculty of Social and Behavioral Sciences at Utrecht University, director of the European Research Centre on Migration and Ethnic Relations at Utrecht University, and associate professor of Political Science at the Political Science Department of the Faculty of Social and Behavioral Sciences at Leiden University. He studied Political Science at the Free University in Amsterdam and received a Ph.D. in the Social Sciences from Groningen University. His research focuses on explaining political behaviors and orientations, including voting behavior; political attitudes, including political cynicism; national identities, including nationalism; and attitudes towards foreign countries and peoples, particulary the attitudes towards Germany. His courses focus on Political Psychology, Political Socialization, and National Identities and Stereotypes. He has co-edited and contributed to Democratization, Europeanization, and Globalization Trends (Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang, 2005; together with Russell F. Farnen, Christ’l De Landtsheer, Heinz Sünker, and Daniel B. German) and was co-author of ‘Nationalism and Its Explanations’ in Political Psychology (24, 2, 2003, 345-376; together with Darina Malová and Sander Hoogendoorn). Web sites: http://www.politicologie.leidenuniv.nl/index.php3?m=267&c=184.
